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"Uh, and you guys are doin’ this 
on purpose?” 
- a guy's reaction after listening to my band 
CARFIRE 


It must be hard to grasp, the whole idea and all of 
improv music. Compositions built solely on a given 
moment and vibe can often bewilder the most "free 
thinking" entities that exist on this planet of ours 
since for many stagnation is the driving momentum 
behind a lot of their mindwaves. Familiarity and 
redundancy are considered to be top qualities one 
looks for when trying to achieve a state of bliss. This 
is why the traditional concepts that we apply to our 
every day lives are plagued from the get go. 

For instance, mankind can only visualize itself 
ending in one great catastrophe and for ages, that's 
the only idea that the so called brilliant minds could 
conjure up. Regurgitation is by no means a stroke of 
genius, any anorexic will tell you that. Sticking a 
finger down your throat certainly doesn't make you a 
prophet. Rehashing, imitating or being a down right 
imposter doesn't make you an artist either! Imagine 
this: four weeks from now a band will play out and 
ultimately they will try to imitate the vibe that existed 
when they composed a certain song rather then 
create a new one. Are they six steps forward or 
taking ten steps back? It's an interesting question. 

If you label yourselves this or that -- Pop, Punk or 
Polka -- isn't that more or less the equivalent of 
sticking a gun to the back of your throat and 
projecting your brainmatter across a room? Catering 
to a certain niche is definitely painting yourself into 
a corner. Catering to old demons or a new audience, 
it's ano win situation. My advice: Pick up, move on! 
Yesterday is over, and these people who demand 
that you "Give ‘em what they want" time and time 
again don't respect you. They want product to 


consume, they don't want art to ponder! It's the. 


brutal backlash of a scene built by tunnel visioned 
visionaries suffering from a doomsday complex. 
Do you really want to see this all going 
somewhere? Or do you want some scene that you 
can abandon, and pick up on 10 years down the line 
and feel like you haven't missed a day? | don’t know 
about you, but | think for LI to really progress we 
need to gas ail the hacks and has beens out there. 
Then again, that's just my opinion. 
MISC. DISCS WORTH MENTIONING: Yabby 
You Jesus Dread 1972-1977 (Blood and Fire), 
Curve Come Clean (Universal), Gary Numan Exile 
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(Cleopatra). As always don't forget Carfire, Nano 
Frog, Action Housekat, and Devi. A new issue of 
Excommunication is coming soon, and be on the 
look out for it's doppelganger Angelic Dust! 

Dear Rozz, thanks for allowing me to catch a 


| moment of your time. Unfortunately | feel that your 


work on this planet was unfinished, and | am truly 
disturbed that I'll never get another chance to talk to 
you again. Well, | guess I'll see you on the other 
side. Say hello to Anton and Jeffrey for me. Later... 


Six Feet 
UnderGround 


Jim Peri 


Faery dust eyes never knew what hit her, yeah, 
that's what I'll keep telling myself. Too much time 
spent at the dog run and ain't it all the same in the 
end? Doubt. As if you didn't see that coming. And 
aren't there times when you even doubt yourself? 
Yeah, like that night. Hey sure, spread a little poison 
but, y'know what, I'll just figure a little poison never 
hurt nobody. Feed you like baby birds the death on 
my lips, spin down my throat into a hollow center 
where you can drown, faery dust eyes, believing 
there was life in the center of a frozen ocean and 
maybe you'll be the penguin | push over the edge to 
see just how shallow | am. Yeah, | feel you hit 
bottom with a dull thud, feet still in the air --fuck, 
more shallow than | thought. But in the end she can 
tell me again about how she tasted like clouds 
before the rain came and washed the spider out. 
Yeah, I've been all up the drainpipe and 1'll live to tell 
the tale of one too many glances and sure | cried on 
the way home and did | live a lie? -- | guess, but a 
little lie never hurt nobody. Yeah, tell me again when 
you drink the lie off my lip and |'ll tell you the one 
about the skinny guy with all the strawberries 
dancing with horned angels in Battery Park. Yeah, 
fuck the fried apple and collard green days, bring me 
the horny angels in the rain days right quick. 
Because the colgate strobe may be an eyesore to 
some, but | sure as shit ain't never seen a girl climb 
a fence in the rain with such grace before. Yeah, 
you'd lie too if she gave you the chance to dance that 
cat a dreamspin or two on a rainy fire escape in New 
York. And sometimes !'ll shroud ,myself in 
rainsoaked drapes and broken bedsprings and eat 
the macaroon crumbs off the floor just for kicks. 
Because there are some things you can't buy with 
two fingers or four -- and that's what I've been 
getting at. Chemistry. Sparks. You know, the static 
electricity I'm talking about and all I'm realizing is 
that | killed it, toppled the beast | created right there 
on the windowsill. It was closure. She tried to set a 
fire, and boy was | relieved to know burning embers 
in the eyes were no more smokestreaked lip overlays 
because the flint was a whisper in a too cold draft of 


empty coughtasting. And | needed that for me and 
couldn't show it to you, held it in a box, so long, not 
knowing what | was holding, til now. | want to drop 
the box, faery dust eyes, don't bury me in it. 


WELCOME TO CHICKENSHITSVILLE, USA: 
THE RESULTS OF THE 2ND LONG ISLAND 
UNDERGROUND CHALLENGE??? 

Before | go on with the results of my lil’ ol’ contest 
here, | just have to say that it's amazing to see how 
the power of the music press can intimidate bands 
into realizing they're either not as good as they think 
they are or that they'd rather live in a fucking fantasy 
world filled with dreams of MTV videos, fat royalty 
checks and worldwide recognition -- in reality the're 
not psychologically stable enough to hear critcism 
from a mere mortal (a very PSYCHOTIC mortal, but 
a mortal nonetheless) that may shatter their poor, 
fragile egos. Sometimes waking up is hard to do... In 
addition, I'd like to give props to my good friend, 
co-worker and fellow Kung Fu practitioner Mike 
Volpe for hooking me up with an original copy of the 
first Velvet Underground record that has the original 
banana sticker intact. It will be a most welcome 
addition to my ever growing collection of ‘60's 
Garage records -- thanks a million, bro!!! Props also 
have to go out to brother Spag for turning me on to 
the fucking kick ass Punk Rock of New Jersey's 
ELECTRIC FRANKENSTEIN (watch for their 
upcoming release on the way cool MAN'S RUIN 
label), who along with other great bands like The 
Swingin’ Neckbreakers and The Insomniacs make 
a very good representation of what the always 
happening underground scene in the Garden State 
has to offer these days. Wish | could say the same 
about Long Island, since the most happening thing 
going on here is Hardcore -- not that | dislike 
Hardcore, | basically grew up listening to and seeing 
almost every band associated with it when it actually 
meant something, but when you've seen that, been 
there and done that already one needs to move on 
and experience some of the more quality things in 
life like women, beer, fast cars, porterhouse steak 
and ROCK 'N' ROLL, but of course!!! However, if 
you are looking for an exceptional Hardcore band, 
then KILL YOUR IDOLS is definitely the way to go. 
These cats embody almost everything | liked best 
about old school Hardcore. Okay, | can't really agree 
with some of the Straight Edge lyrics that lead singer 
Andy writes, but at least he doesn't shove it down 
other people's throats like some more politically 
oriented/LESS TALENTED bands might feel 


- obligated to do (plus after speaking with him briefly, 


he seems like a really good fuckin’ guy) and the music 
of KYI makes me yearn for the late great CBGB's 
Sunday matinees of the early '80's where | saw some 
of the greatest Hardcore bands during the real salad 
days of the scene. See them live like NOW, OK??? On 
with the show..... 

And the winner is.....wait a fucking minute, only four 
bands had the guts to enter the challenge??? Rich 
keeps telling me "Uh, the last time you did this, you 
gave the bands more notice". Sure man, | still think 
that most of these bands can't stand the truth whether 
it's good or bad and also have no clue of what sort of 
publicity they'd be getting in the process. You see, The 
ist official ZINE GUIDE (put out by the fine TA/L 
SPINS fanzine) rated UTV at #58 out of over 1500 
other nationwide zines -- you heard me right, 1500 
Zines, pretty good eh??? Not only that, we were rated 
#40 out of all zines read by MAJOR LABELS (Watch 
all the fucking prima donnas start salivating NOW). 
Hey, we weren't in the top 10, but for a publication that 
does its damnedest to expose some of our more 
noteworthy local bands in addition to educating our 
"fringe" population in the area by interviewing some of 
our nation's coolest groups, even a sarcastic buffoon 
such as myself has to be somewhat impressed. |'ll tell 
you what -- I'm gonna give all of you pansies one more 
stinking chance, but THAT'S IT!!! For the next issue, 
| was going to do an extended review of Lester Bangs’ 
Birdland CD in addition to paying my own personal 
tribute to a cat who's writings and philosophy 
pertaining to music has influenced me in more ways 
than you can imagine. The Lester Bangs review/tribute 
will appear in the October issue of UTV, but | can still 
pay homage to him for now by challenging your 
senibilities and by giving you one more chance for 
salvation (or in some cases, DISINTEGRATION). 

If you really think you're the cat's meow and wanna 
get yer hands on those collectible UTV Beefy-Ts, send 
your records, CDs or cassettes to the OFFICIAL 
underground music contest on LI. Forget about the rest 
and try your luck at being the best, dig??? It could pay 
off handsomely or blow up right in your face -- do you 
have enough guts to take that chance??? Better yet, 
ARE THERE ANY FUCKING GARAGE BANDS ON 
THIS ISLAND OTHER THAN MY OWN??? If so, send 
all entries to The 2nd Annual Long Island 
Underground Challenge, P.O. Box 236, Nesconset, 
NY 11767. THE FINAL CUTOFF DATE WILL BE 
JULY 10th, 1998 SO SEND YOUR STUFF IN AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE, GOT IT??? If ya ain't gonna do 
it for me, then do it for ‘ol Lester -- he could spot a 
visionary spirit from a million miles away. Thanks, and 
may the Shaolin force be with you... Next ish: The 
winners and LOSERS of the challenge get to bask in 
all of their self-indulgent glory!!! Will you be one of 
them??? 


BREAKBEAT 101 


by Rowan-Morrison 


romo@ttinet.com 


It finally happened -- Crystal Method's "Busy Child” 
knocked Chemical Brothers’ "Block Rockin’ Beats” out 
of the running for the most ubiquitous song of the year. 
Regardless, if you like either of those rump shaking 
tracks, then this column is for you. 


Joining the ranks of the better funky beatbreakers is 


Florida's DJ Icey with his Generate CD. Last year he 
dropped a club-pummeler, but it was other folks’ beats 
that he had mixed together. Fortunately, his own 
material is just as powerful. The opening song paints 


the pathway that bridges this album, utilizing broken 
electronic percussion, small doses of Rap, some acidic 
rhythms, and enough changes to stave off any 
monotony. Of course, one of the more innovative jams 
that lives up to its name is "Acid Conga". (FFRR) 

While | prefer to cover new artists, | get more 
compilations than anything else. On that note, check 
out Electro Avengers Vol. 2 and Electro Breakz Vol. 4. 
Electro Avengers’ lead-in track is a DJ Icey cut that 
sets the tone for this electro-funky endeavor. The key 
ingredients of this compilation are breakdance-era 
electro sequencing mixed with more contemporary 
production. Meanwhile, Electro Breakz melds 
acid-oriented grooves and rave rhythms to win over the 
drug-induced dance culture. Both comps are quality 
collections. (StreetBeat/www.StreetBeatRecords.com) 

Speaking of electro, the artists on Electro 
Boogie Vol. 2 take it to the extreme. This 808-riddled 
release is full of old school poppin’ and lockin' jams, 
with even a track by Dr. Dre's alma mater, the World 
Class Wreckin' Cru. In addition, there's also a good 
deal of straight retro Techno to showcase the various 
electro dance permutations of the time. If you're 
craving dope tracks from the "fresh" decade, this is the 
ideal fix. (K7/www.studio-k7.de) 

Unlike the aforementioned compilations, which rely 
primarily on projects known only to the DJ 
underground, the Digital Empire double CD set collects 
all of the electronica royalty. Propellerheads, The 
Crystal Method (with "Busy Child"), Chemical Brothers 
(with "Block Rockin’ Beats"), Headrillaz, Fluke, BT, and 
plenty of others contribute material to make a cool 
who's-who sampler of the mainstream Techno scene. 
Although this is recommended, they should've used 
one of Prodigy’s better songs. (K-Tel) Proving they're 
at the front of the techno revolution, Moonshine has 
assembled two powerhouse compilations. Hardhop 
Tricked Out unleashes funk-filled acid-drenched 
hardcore, all of which is diligently mixed together by 
Omar Santana. Among the bands who have more than 
one song incorporated are Imperial Stormtroopers, 
Tales From The Hardside, and Dark Side of the 
Shroom. Relying more on beats and breaks than 
acidwork is the Big Dirty Beats compilation. Aside from 
Uberzone, name power is pretty scarce, but that 
doesn't hinder this fun funky big beat collection from 
rivaling their mainstream contemporaries. The Bassbin 
Twins, for example, deliver an infectious Fatboy Slim 
remixed jam that is so thick and funky, it's beyond 
"phat" -+ think "tub o' lard." Coincidentally, this 
description applies to most of this A+ offering. 
(Moonshine) 


Tales of... 


Lust and Wee 
GREG ROSS 


Another month, another late column. Rich is gonna 
kill me. But this month | have an excuse. Beyond the 
flooding in the basement of the store, and the usually 
crazy work load that | have burdened myself with -- | 
have a new reason to complain. (Like | ever needed 
any help with coming up with things to complain 
about). In two weeks my ten year high school reunion 
is going to take place somewhere in dreaded Syracuse, 
NY. Beyond the usual reasons this would be upsetting 
-- like the "Boy am | getting older" crap, the "| can't 
believe I'm not more successful" junk, etc etc -- is the 
fact that | don't want to go, but | feel | have to. One of 
the only people | stayed in touch is organizing it, and 
just like in high school, she'll keep nagging until | agree 


to go. 

So now all the old memories are creeping back, and 
| wish they stay hidden. The fact is high school sucked. 
| couldn't wait to get out. Of the four years of high 
school (I know you're shocked it didn't take me longer) 
| only enjoyed one of them. 

Since | realize that many people reading UTV are still 
in high school (that is, if anyone actually reads this 
magazine) | figure this column may help someone who 
is desperately trying to figure out his/her life. So, this 
column is for all the kids in or soon to be leaving high 
school that feel like no one understands them, that 
feels they don't fit in, and genuinely feel misunderstood 
(that's 99% of the school.) Here are my big inspirational 
words of wisdom. This is actually the speech that | 
never got to give at high school graduation because A): 
| was not the valedictorian and B): Everyone thought it 
would be funny to have the fat stoner kid to do a 
speech instead of someone witty and charming (like 
myself) and he sucked and everyone laughed at him, 
not with him. But who cares? It was 20 years ago, and 
we all have to get past our disappointments, and even 
though | had practically memorized my speech 
and....... now you can see why | don't want to go to my 
reunion! All this crap | am being forced to remember. 
| didn't get to do my speech then, but I'm going to do 
it here now. | actually dug up my old notebook and 
read the speech again. (I've summarized and updated 
it for you) 

“Four years. The best years of our life some say. Well 
| hope not, ‘cause it sucked. That's right, it sucked! | 
mean, there were some highlights, like the time the 
school almost burnt down and we got a week off. And 
then time when our class went to Montreal and our 
teacher ended up on TV ‘cause he got arrested in a bar 
fight and another teacher had to bail him out. And who 
could forget the whole abortion scandal with the 
student and the teacher (who will be getting married 
next week so | guess I'll see most of you again then). 

But for the most part, school sucked. Let's face it, | 
don't like most of you and you don't like me. If | never 
see most of you again | won't care. Like all of you who 
are taking off a year to tour with the Dead... Good 
riddance. Hope we never see you again. Those of you 
who are gong to spend another year in prep school -- 
let me make this clear -- that means you failed, make 
no bones about it. Failed. Mom and Dad must be 
proud. And everyone who got into an Ivy League 
school: congratulations. You must have kissed a lot of 
ass to get there. Not me though, | won't kiss ass. 
That's right, I'm going to New York City. I'm gonna be 
a big shot. Ten years from now | won't be at the 
reunion, but you'll still see me. My face will be on every 
magazine you read. I'm gonna be famous and forget all 
you little piss ants. I'm gonna open a record label, sell 
millions of records, have tons of influence, and you will 
all be jealous of me. So see ya’ later and fuck off. " 

Well what do you think? It would have been a hit, but 
they never let me read it. So now | have to go back and 
pretend | like all these people. | have to explain what an 
indie label is and then everyone will figure | am a 
failure. They didn't undersatnd me then, and they won't 
know. “fhe fact is, the people who are dicks in high 
school are still dicks. Every time | bump in to someone 
| realize how little they've changed. That star 
quarterback peaked when he was 17 and now works in 
a deli reliving his glory days like Al Fuckin’ Bundy. The 
irony is that this celebration of graduation from high 
scholl is just like kindergarten -- it'll be show and tell all 
over again. So here's my advice: figure out who is 
going to have to organize your reunion. Run like hell, or 
10 years from now you'll be suffering just like me. 
Okay, so you don't forget: 

* The long awaited Underdog, Token Entry reissues will 
be in stores June 30th. | promise! 

* The Lunachicks live album, called Drop Dead Live, 
will be in stores July 14 


Good Riddance are one of the best bands out of 
California nowadays. They continue to raise the 
intelligence level of fans through their lyrics and 
their actions. | also think that they are probably 
the nicest guys you will ever meet. | spoke to 
vocalist Russ R on a day in between tours. 


Their new record. Ballads From The 
Revolution. is out now on Fat Wreck Chords 
and it packs quite a punch. Russ had just gotten 
home from Australia, and was leaving the next 
day for Europe. -Marc 


Under the Volcano: You guys just got back 
from tour, and tomorrow you leave for Europe. 
When the hell do you catch a break? 

Russ R: After the European tour we will have like 
a month and a half off. 

UTV: Where did you just come from? 

Russ R: Australia and New Zealand. 

UTV: And tomorrow you leave for Europe? 
Russ R: Yeah. 

UTV: Who did you play with out there? 

Russ R: We did Australia and New Zealand 
supporting Sick of It All, and we are doing 


Europe with AFI supporting us. 

UTV: Any highlights or low lights of your last 
tour? 

Russ R: Well, it was our first time going to 
Australia, so it was all just interesting. We didn't 
have any expectations to how we would do. 
UTV: Do the toilets really drain backwards? 
Russ R: You know, | didn't even notice. | noticed 
the water in the drain did. 

UTV: No shit? Did you have fun out there 
though? 

Russ R: Oh yeah, it was definitely cool. 

UTV: You're a surfer right? Did you have a 
chance to go out while you were there? 

Russ R: Yeah | surf, but | didn't get the chance 
to because the weather wouldn't permit it. It's 
almost Winter out there, and it seemed like 
wherever we went the rain followed us. 

UTV: Maybe next time.... You guys had a line up 
change a couple of years ago right? Didn't you 
change drummers? 

Russ R: Yeah we did, back in '95. 

UTV: Sean came from where? 

Russ R: He was playing in a Ska band at that 
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time called Sparker. He has played in numerous 
bands like Man and Mission, Downcast and a 
couple more. He lived in Santa Barbara, which is 
like four hours south of here, and he was friends 
with the drummer from Lagwagon at the time. So 
Sean heard that we were looking for a drummer, 
he tried out and was in. 

UTV: Cool, he is incredible, he is so fucking fast. 
That seems about it as far as line up changes go 
right? 

Russ R: Well, in the formative years of the band 
there were lots of changes. No one really knew 
about us except the people in our area until the 
Fat release. That's kind of when | count our band 
as really taking off. Since then, that's our only 
change. 

UTV: | know line up changes can really have a 
negative effect on bands. 

Russ R: Yeah, | agree. Changing drummers is 
probably the least traumatic. A good drummer is 
hard to find; we are really fortunate to have Sean. 
UTV: | say it again, he is really fucking good... | 
must say that the new record Ballads From the 
Revolution has a very personal feeling to it. What 
was going on with you while you wrote these 


songs? 

Russ R: Just a lot of different shit, it pretty much 
comes out in the songs. We all try to have some 
sort of social or political message in our music. 
But | will agree with you, it's more of a personal 
type of situation. 

UTV: | just did a review for your new record and 
| did say that it appears that these lyrics all came 
straight from the heart. There is no doubt that | 
knew where you were coming from. 

Russ R: Well when it comes to that kind of stuff, 
there's two things about it. One is that invariably, 
someone will read the lyrics or listen to the songs 
and they will relate to it. And maybe it helps them 
out the same way a lot of bands have done for 
me. Another thing, it's just my way of getting 
stuff out. 

UTV: Yeah, like a total release. There were a 
couple of songs that | just said, "Man, | just went 
through that". 

Russ R: You know, | hear that a lot. Like | said, 
there were so many bands when | was younger 
that | related to. Even now, when | go through 
hard times, something happens and | hear music 
and it's like someone else has gone through it, 
someone else can relate to it, as they have gone 
through the same thing. 

UTV: | totally feel that way. On the last record 
you donated some proceeds to Food Not Bombs, 
and on this one you are helping PETA and 
SCAP. | wish more bands would do such noble 
things. What are your thoughts on this? 

Russ R: Well, it's just something that | thought 
of to do on our last record because | figured that: 
A). It would donate money to such a worthy 
cause... even though we don't sell as many 
records as some other bands, it would be 
something. And B). Just to put the name of an 
organization that we support is good publicity for 
that organization. You know, some kids could 
look at that and say "Wow, | wonder what Food 
Not Bombs is all about?" and maybe they could 
call up and contact them. Even though PETA is 
such a strong organization and they really don't 
need our money, just putting their name and logo 
in there is a positive. In return for that, PETA 
supplies us with as much literature as we need. 
We put out literature at our merchandise table on 
Vegetarianism and Animal Rights while we are on 
tour, and that has gotten a really good response. 
UTV: Very good. | think it's very noble of you and 
your band to do such a thing. You don't see too 
much of that in today's Punk and Hardcore 
world. There are plenty of bands that do it. it's 
just not so much at the forefront. 

Russ R: You see it more in Hardcore than you 
do Punk. | think today's Punk is not really going 
in a political direction. A lot of bands -- not that 
they don't care -- but what they sing about and 
what they are about is really different than the 
bands that | got into 12 to 13 years ago. | am not 
saying that they are right or wrong, | am just 
saying that for me as an individual. it's important 
to always have that aspect, and | thought that it 
would ‘be something cool to do. It's not going to 
hurt us to donate a little bit of money from the 
record and it's going to help these organizations. 
After we did that comprehensive with Food Not 
Bombs, a couple of other bands from our label 


Started doing the same thing. Propaghandi 
donated a lot of money, and Screw 32 did the 
same thing. 

UTV: | think that's a great "snowball effect" for 
something so positive. 

Russ R: Yeah, | am sure that | am not the first 
person to do that. | just thought it would be a 
really great idea, and it seems to have caught on, 
so | think we will keep doing it. 

UTV: Your band seems to combine both East 
and West coast influences and | have called you 
guys the perfect cross between both. How did 
this come about? 

Russ R: | don't know, we are really influenced by 
a lot of different stuff. Uhm, all of us are kind of 
older. | started getting into Punk and Hardcore 
back in 1983. | quit drinking and | started going 
to Straight Edge shows. This is around 1987. 
Back in 1987 or '88 it was a really good time to 
Start getting into that kind of music because all 
that stuff from both the East and West coasts at 
that time was really out there. | got to see a lot of 
great shows in Berkeley at this place called 
Gilman Street and my bass player, Chuck, who 
was living in Long Beach at the time -- he wasn't 
in our band -- he went to see all these great 
shows at Fenders and saw all kinds of great 
bands and was influenced by all that stuff. Back 
then it wasn't so divided. You know, you could go 
to a show and see Agnostic Front, Uniform 
Choice, DI and Scream at one show, where as 
now you see all these Punk bands together and 
all these Hardcore bands together and they won't 
really mix it up. 

UTV: What do you think causes that? 

Russ R: | don't know, it just seems that this is 
the way the scene has gotten. People have 
separated themselves more from each other, 
which | think is too bad. That's one reason why 
we tour with bands that we wouldn't normally be 
associated with. | would like to mix the crowds up 
a little bit more. 

UTV: | totally agree with you. Here on Long 
Island, we have the same division you are talking 
about. You know, the Punk kids don't support the 
Hardcore shows, and the Hardcore kids don't 
support the Punk shows. It bothers me. The real 
form of unity is somewhat gone. You still see it 
from time to time, but for the most part, it's gone. 
Russ R_’ | think its a combination of a couple of 
things. | mean, the music has really branched off, 
where like today Hardcore is not what | would 
have called Hardcore 10 years ago: it's more like 
heavy Metal. A lot of today's Punk bands have 
gotten so melodic and so pop oriented that it just 
doesn't appeal to some of the kids who are 
looking for something harder. | think that 
musically there is a separation, and | also think 
that a lot of the Hardcore kids that | know are 
unfortunately, really elitist in what they do. | give 
the Hardcore kids a lot of credit, they drive long 
distances to see bands and support their scene. 
They do zines, they do a lot of stuff, they are 
politically active in their scene. A lot of the Punk 
kids come to a show and buy a T-shirt and leave. 
| still don't think it gives anyone the right to think 
that they are better or worse than anyone else. 
UTV: | totally understand. When you just brought 
up that Chuck grew up in Long Beach, | grew up 


in Huntington Beach and | remember what 
Fenders meant to the scene at that particular 
time. The second show | ever went to was at the 
Cuckoo's Nest and | know what that place meant 
to OC at that time as well... | am showing my 
roots. | remember how important it was to me, 
when | was a kid, just to have the shows. | think 
sometimes the kids nowadays take things for 
granted... | had no idea Chuck was from Long 
Beach. 

Russ R: Born and raised.... 

UTV: | probably bumped into him a hundred 
times and didn't even know it. 

Russ R: That's not really a face you could forget 
seeing. 

UTV: That's another story. Here is another 
question about the record. On the song "Waste," 
you show your stand on veganism. How long 
have you been a vegan and what are your 
thoughts? 

Russ R: | have been vegan for about five years 
and | was vegetarian for about five years before 
that. Basically, that song came about because 
vegetarianism and veganism is something that all 
of our band can agree on. Chuck and | are both 
vegan and the other guys are vegetarians. So it 
was the kind of thing where we could write that 
song and we all pretty much feel the same way 
about it. It was just a way to introduce that way of 
life to some kids who may not know too much 
about it. 

UTV: The song doesn't come across "preachy" if 
you know what | mean... 

Russ R: It's supposed to be angry and really fed 
up sounding and just like hey, "Look at it for what 
it is and for what it stands for”. | don't ever want 
to come off preachy because | don't know 
anymore than anyone else. | used to eat meat, 
just like most people did, but by having an open 
mind and being presented another point of view 
in a non-threatening way, | was able to change. 
| am a firm believer that you have to be a positive 
example of a different way of life. You accomplish 
a lot more than shoving that down someone's 
throat. 

UTV: | wish a lot more people could have your 
outlook. On the East coast, its just that from 
what | see, some people think that their way of 
life should be your way of life, and | tend to 
disagree. 

Russ R: Yeah, | know what you mean and | think 
that's just unfortunate because you know, there 
are a lot of kids who have great ideas, and are 
doing the right thing. | just think its the wrong 
execution of the right idea. 

UTV: | couldn't agree with you more. 

Russ R: Every band, every person has got to do 
what they got to do. 

UTV: | wish more people could take a more of a 
“to each their own" kind of stance on things. 
Russ R: Well a lot of that comes from time and 
experience. When | first became straight edge, | 
wasn't like really self righteous or preachy but | 
had that sort of stage where a little bit of the 
"elitism" crept in and stuff. | am so over that now. 
| know a lot of kids who are 15 and 16 years old 
and are straight edge and they have never 
touched a drink, they just act like they know 
everything. | mean, | hope they stay with it, but 
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those are some of the kids who fall the hardest. | 
would hope that everybody could live a little bit and 
experience some stuff and be able to practice 
some sort of tolerance because your only going to 
turn people off if you act like a dick. 

UTV: You just answered my next question but | will 
give it to you anyway. Here on Long Island there 
have been many cases of kids losing their edge, 
how do you feel about the kids who lose it? 

Russ R: | think it's unfortunate, but | am not one of 
those people who are going to go out and beat 
someone up because they lost their edge. | know 
a lot of people who have lost it and they are still my 
friends. As painful as it was to go on tour with 
Dave Smalley with a "True 'Til Death" tattoo on his 
arm and watch him drink, he is still a great guy. 
There is no reason for me to think less of him 
because he drinks now. He is still a great guy and 
an inspiration to me. | learned a lot from that 
experience with him. He is someone that | have 
looked up to for years and years when | was just 
getting into Punk and stuff. 

UTV: It's funny how you bring up Dave. | will see 
him in about 10 days. 

Russ R: Can you make sure that you tell him that 
| said hello? 

UTV: Of course | will! I've known him forever, and 
| still feel that he is someone that | will always 
admire and have nothing but the ultimate respect 
for. No matter what he was doing or not doing. | 
tend to accept people as they are no matter what 
they do or don't do. Have you lost friends because 
of the life styles you have chosen? 

Russ R: Yes, well all the people | used to hang out 
with when | drank, | couldn't hang out with anymore 
because they couldn't understand. | had a problem 
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with it and | had to stop. You know, because of 
what | do in the band and stuff, | am around drugs 
and alcohol a lot. Other bands, or people in my 
band, whatever, | have to distance myself from 
that, you know sometimes that | get the label that 
| am an asshole and that | am anti-social. It's not 
that way at all, its just something that | have to do 
for myself. Normally | would not put myself in that 
situation where | am nine months out of the year 
[touring], you know? | have a few friends who are 
straight and that's who | choose to hang out with. 
It doesn't mean that | think less of anyone else, it's 
just that | cannot be around it. Some people can 
and that's not a problem. 

UTV: | look at it as your own personal choice. 
Russ R: People always take it the wrong way. I'm 
always tagged like |'m intolerant and a jerk, and | 
can somewhat understand it, but | try really hard to 
be nice. If you were on tour for like months at a 
time and there were drunks in your face every 
night trying to talk to you, it becomes a bit much. 
It's all | can do to be kind and nice. Bottom line is 
that these people support my band and _ that 
means a lot to me, whether they are drunk or 
whatever. | try to get past all that., 

UTV: We could shoot the shit for awhile here, | 
could go in so many different directions with what 
you just said. Let me finish up with these questions 
and we will go from there. What are the ups and 
downs of being a 29 year old punk rocker? 

Russ R: Hmm, most of the people at the shows 
are like half my age. 

UTV: At most of the shows that | go here on LI, | 
could be half of these kids' father. 

Russ R: It makes me wonder where everybody is 
that's my age. 
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UTV: You have to look at it two ways. | am 33 and 
| totally relate to the situation. | have sons, and | 
could go to a damn PTA meeting and | look at them 
and they all look at me and | realize that the last 
place | will ever see them is at a Hardcore show, 
unless they are dropping the kids off or some shit 
like that. There are times when | look at it and | ask 
myself, "Damn, am | really supposed to be here?" 
Russ R: | also second guess myself. Maybe there 
is a reason that no one else my age is around? 
UTV: Maybe it's just something we do, and | know 
it's something that | refuse to give up. 

Russ R: It's happening now, and our band is just 
really fortunate to be in the situation we're in, and 
| don't want to stop before it's time. | don't want to 
be old and say "Wow, | wish | would have done 
that." Like Craig from Sick Of It All always tells me, 
"Go for the glory kid!" 

UTV: Hahahaha... 

Russ R: [In a New Yoik accent] "You know, you 
gotta go for the glory!" 

UTV: Those guys are great. Talk about great 
people.... 

Russ R: Yeah, those guys are great. They have 
helped us out immensely. 

UTV: On the new record there is a cover of a KISS 
song. Whose idea was that? 

Russ R: It was my idea. Actually that song Good 
Riddance covered, that's years and years ago 
before any of these guys were in the band. Luke 
and | grew up big KISS fans, and when | was in 
like, third of fourth grade | loved KISS. That's when 
they were in their heyday. It was like paying 
homage, and it's a rockin’ tune and a fun song. | try 
to have the same range as Paul Stanley, so | think 
| pulled it off. 
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UTV: Sure, that was like the last hair band | ever 
listened to. | was like in 7th grade, | knew every 
word to every song that they had to that point. 
Then this girl hands me a Ramones record and 
that was it, no more KISS. Was there a band that 
did that for you? 

Russ R: A band that pushed me from the norm? 
It was a Dead Kennedys record. Before that | was 
pretty much smoking pot, listening to Reggae and 
going surfin' every day. 

UTV: You're between LA and San Francisco? 
Russ R: We are closer to San Francisco than LA. 
We're about an hour south of San Francisco, and 
it takes about seven hours to get to LA driving. 
UTV: Okay, one last thing: The last time | saw you 
was when you were on tour with Down By Law and 
we drove north to see you guys in Connecticut. Do 
you remember me and my sons hangin’ out with 
you guys and DBL and my little guy would not 
leave Chuck alone? 

Russ R: Yeah, | remember that. | remember you 
guys. That was a lot of fun. 

UTV: Was that a great tour for you guys? 

Russ R: It was great, mainly because before that 
we had done two tours headlining with a friend of 
ours booking us. He is a good guy, but not a very 
good booking agent as far as booking tours goes. 
We had really sketchy tours. At that time Down By 
Law was booked through Leave Home, a really 
good booking agency, and we were able to get on 
that tour and we then realized how it was to be 
treated like a real band on tour. 

UTV: You are with Leave Home now right? 
Russ R: Yeah. Also, for me to get to go on tour 
with Down By Law, you know for me -- | like all the 
Down By Law records -- but | was mainly just a big 


Dave Smalley fan. That was a chance to meet him 
and be able to watch him perform every night and 
you know, have him tell me that | write some great 
songs. It was like amazing. All of those guys are 
like so nice, all of them and their crew. Millencolin 
was on that tour as well. It was fun hanging out 
with those guys too 

UTV: At the show in Connecticut they didn't play 
though. | can't remember what happened, but it 
was just you guys and DBL that night. 

Russ R: Yeah, | don't remember what happened. 
UTV: That show was pretty tame compared to the 
next night at Coney. That show was nuts. 

Russ R: That was the night that we met Ensign. 
UTV: Yeah, they played that show with you guys 
and DBL and Millencolin and | think there was one 
more, | can't remember. Tim's a great guy. 

Russ R: Since then we have toured extensively 
with Ensign, we have become really great friends 
with them. 

UTV: Now | see where some of your music comes 
from. Like | said before, | think you guys blend the 
two styles very well 

Russ R: | love Hardcore. | listen to Hardcore more 
than | listen to Punk, but it's bound to creep in. 
Everyone else in my band likes Hardcore bands. 
We all like Sick Of It All and Ensign. We like Born 
Against, and bands like that. 

UTV: If | had to say who meshed both styles best 
it would definitely be Good Riddance. 

Russ R: Unfortunately, it's good...but we catch a 
lot of flack for it because we don't sound just one 
way. 

UTV: Flack from who? 

Russ R: From people who don't... well, you know, 
the people that come up to us and say "Are you 
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guys Hardcore or are you Pop-Punk?" Mainly 
because one song will be sort of melodic, and the 
next one could be hard. 

UTV: It's called range. You can do one thing really 
well or you can do lots of things really well. 

Russ R: That's the way we choose to look at it 
UTV: That's the way it is. I've been a Good 
Riddance fan for along time, and | always look 
forward to a new record to see what you guys are 
gonna do next. | think that's about it. Do you have 
anything else you would like to talk about? 

Russ R: Yeah, do you know the guys in Silent 
Majority? 

UTV: Ummm, yeah, | know those guys. | just had 
to cancel a show they were supposed to play which 
really sucks cuz | like those guys. We had to 
cancel because of a "fight." It never got to the point 
of physical violence. 

Russ R: But it was lame enough so that you had 
to cancel shows? 

UTV: Yeah, if the cops weren't called in, we would 
have been okay. | stand by that band and support 
them, and it just sucks that | had to cancel one of 
their shows. 

Russ R: We played with them a couple of times 
and | like those guys a lot. 

UTV: | do too. They have a new record out. 
Russ R: Yeah, | have that. We played with them 
last summer. | really like them. 

UTV: When is the next time we can see you guys 
on this coast? 

Russ R: This summer we will be out there with 
AFI, a US tour this summer and we are playing in 
NYC at Tramps. 

UTV: Cool, I'll see you there... 
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Lycia are a dark ethereal goth band. They 

ave numerous CDs out on the Projekt label. 
Unlike most goth bands, Lycia actually tour a 
lot. | have seen them play at Limelight and The 
Batcave, and was blown away both times. | 
went with some friends who were bored 
because there wasn't headbanging and slam 
dancing at the show. They didn't appreciate 
the psychadelic and extemely depressing 

ature of Lycia's music. If any readers out 
there are into goth for the right reasons i.e., 
the moody music, and not the wrong reasons 
.e., the face paint, | suggest they buy the new 
Lycia CD, Estrella. | conducted this email 
interview with Mike VanPortfleet and Tara 
VanFlower, the two members of Lycia. | was 
my usual wise ass self during the interview, but 
| would like to state that it was an honor to 
interview Mike and Tara, and that Lycia are 
one of my favorite bands.-Mr. Hymson 


Under the Volcano: The drum programming 
ion the new record sounds more involved and 
almost dance oriented compared to previous 
Lycia records. Was this a conscious decision? 
Mike VanPortfleet It sort of happened just by 
accident. | didn't go in to this release with ideas 
of more active drums, things just evolved that 

ay during the writing of the songs. We played 
a lot of shows in 1997. It was by far the most 
active live year for us ever, and | think this 
influenced us in a subconscious way. Being in 

lubs constantly, and hearing the more 
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programs. For awhile | planned to stop singing 
altogether... with Lycia either going the 
instrumental route, or with Tara completel 
taking over the vocal duties. Since Lycia 
became very live oriented last year | wanted to 
get the band in to a position where touring wa 
fun...if | had to sing a lot then it would not be fu 
for me. So my plan was to ease Tara in to the 
main vocalist role...with her singing most of the 
songs on Estrella...and then taking ove 


completely on future releases. But...things 


hange. |.realize now that | do enjoy singing (at 
least in the studio), my feelings of last yea 
were ruled by personal insecurities. | still 


™§ consider the guitar and synths as my main 


instruments (I still really want to do an 


__ instrumental release someday), but | no 
‘ realize that my vocals are important too. On 


, chores fifty/fifty. 


“UTV: 


uptempo music that most clubs play, probably 
influenced me in some way or another. Plus, 
when we were actually playing it was really 
obvious that the more uptempo songs in our 
set got the better reactions, even though these 
songs were rare...instrumental pieces from a 
side project from a few years back called Dust. 
| think all of this influenced the drum direction 
on Estrella, though, like | said earlier, in a more 
subconscious way. A more conscious influence 
was the music of Lycia itself...the pre-/onia 
unreleased collaborations | did with John Fair 
back in the late ‘80s. After the first leg of the 
Cold tour | had planned to rerecord a lot of the 
lost early material...1 miss those days, and | 
really feel that it was one of Lycia's strongest 
periods. This early stuff was very drum active 
(John was a rather good programmer). 
Anyways, | never got past the re-programming 
of the drums. | aborted this idea, the main 
reason being that | was uncomfortable with 
trying to recapture the essence of time and 
place. Reworking these old drum patterns was 
very exciting though...shortly after this | started 
on a group of songs for Estrella, and those 
early Lycia drums definitely influenced that. 
UTV: On the new record Mike only sings on a 
couple of songs. Tara seems to be the lead 
singer now. Why the change? 

Mike VanPortfleet During the Co/d tour | 
became pretty frustrated with being the 
"vocalist." | have never liked singing live; I'm a 
guitar player first, and at that point | really just 
wanted to play guitar and mess with the 


future releases Tara and | will split the vocal 


| find Tara's voice very musicall 

_ pleasing, but | enjoy Mike's voice too because 

‘it sounds like a 90 year old man whispering o 
his death bed. How would you two describe 


. your vocals? 


Well, | don't really know exactly how to describe 
my vocals. | know that | DON'T want to be 
described as the typical "pretty ethereal female 
singer’..that's boring and it lacks soul. | haven't 
used my voice to its full potential yet. In the 
future | will be doing much more experimental 
stuff with it. | think you either like it...or you 
don't....whatever.. 

Mike VanPortfleet How would | describe m 

voice and singing style?...Hmmm...This is hard. 
| never set out to have any kind of style, | 
started singing mainly because | couldn't find a 
vocalist | was happy with. | really just try to be' 
as musical and emotionally honest as 
possible...! really don't have a lot to work with, 
| just try to use my voice the best | can. It’ 

throaty and gritty, sort of minimal...! think that, 
combined with the slow and heavily effected 
music, is what gives my voice it's dark and 
desperate feel. It's not intentional, that's just the 
way it evolved. 

UTV: Will there ever be another Bleak album? 
(Bleak is a Lycia side project).Any other side 
projects in the works? : 

Mike VanPortfleet No, | don't envision anothe 
Bleak release. | did come up with the whole 
idea for that project...and initially | was the onl 

one working on Bleak...but David Galas was a 

equal member of that project. Vane was an 
equal collaboration between the two of us. | 
would feel funny using that name because off 
this. David is no longer involved with u 

musically, so Bleak is no more. There may be 


Bleak-like songs on future Lycia releases 
hough. ..| like that style a lot, so | may revisit 
hat type of writing now and then. Actually, a 
second Bleak release was started on shortly 
after we finished the recording for Cold. | 
nished my 30 minutes and David was working 
on his 30...that's when things sort of fell apart 
around here...he moved back to Arizona shortly 


after...and the second Bleak release was’ 


aborted. My input to that release did survive 
hough...| revamped all of those songs in one 
ay or another, and placed them on Estrella 
, "The Kite," "Dome," and "The 
) and on a possible future EP called E/ 
("Defective"). These versions are very 
different though..the originals were very 
distorted and harsh. Not having another Bleak 
iS no big deal to me anyways...! always saw 
Vane as a veiled Lycia release. 
UTV: | enjoyed The Burning Circle... double 
album. One of the CDs sounded like typical 
Lycia and the other one sounded more New 
ave and upbeat. How did Lycia fans react to 
hat departure? 
Mike VanPortfleet Before | discuss people's 
reactions, | would like to comment on the 
differences between the two discs. Disc one is 
ery song oriented; the guitar was the main 
instrument. There was very little synth on that 
disc. This was my looking back to the old days. 
In early Lycia (pre-/onia) the music was always 
ery guitar/bass/drum machine oriented. ..much 
more uptempo and definitely in that eighties 
dark rock vein. That period of time was never 
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captured properly though... .it's hard to record in 
a proper way when you are drunk most of the 
time (which | was back then). Anyways, I've 
always regretted that that period of time was 
never captured, that people perceived Lycia as 
only a slow synth oriented band. Disc one of 
The Burning Circle was my revisiting of that 
era...going back to my roots before | continued 
on with Lycia's natural evolution. Disc two was 
that natural evolution. | think it flows quite well 
from Stark Corner. As for people's 
reaction...initially it was very cold...a number of 
hardcore fans reacted very negatively...| heard 
the phrase "sell out’ more than once in regards 
to The Buming Circle. Now that the years have 
passed | never get negative feedback about 
this release. The perception is pretty positive 
now. 

UTV: Do you think mainstream Goth fans who 
like The Cure and Sisters Of Mercy can get into 
Lycia? 

Tara VanFlower: | don't see why they 
couldn't... unless they are completely and 
totally closed-minded. We are different from 
those bands...just as they are different from 
each other...but there is no reason why a 
person should limit themselves to just one 
particular type of music. | think that is why 
some people feel the "goths" have such an 
elitist attitude -- a number of them refuse to 
accept anything new. Gee, | wonder why new 
bands have such a hard time selling records? 
UTV: Lycia is my favorite Goth band. I'll tell you 
why. You are so god damn depressing 
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sounding. Do you intentionally set out to write 
depressing music? Do you ever scrap songs 
because they are too happy sounding? 

Tara VanFlower: We never set out to write 
any particular sounding song. Whateve 
happens to flow out is what is written. ff it i 

honest to how we are feeling, then it is worth 

of being released. It just happens that a 
number of terrible things have happened to us 
in the past few years....and prior to my joining 
as well....so naturally the music will reflect this. 
My lyrics aren't particularly depressing | don't 
think....some lyrics are actually about thing 

that make me very happy. But if you think Stark 
Corner was sad....wait till you hear the stuff 
mike's working on now!!! 

UTV: Do you like depressing movies like’ 
Ingmar Bergman films? Are you inspired b 

films (or visuals in general) to write music? 
Could you watch Pretty Woman and then write 
a Lycia song? 

Tara VanFlower: | think | could watch about 
anything and still write. After all... am who | am, 
whether I'm watching Pretty Woman or 1984 ( 

great film, by the way!) so the stuff | write would 
still come out the same, Other than the Book of 
Revelations, | don't really think any book ha 

inspired me....no films either, though | enjoy a 
very diverse range of both. 

UTV: When | look at you two live, it looks like 
you are in a trance. Do you consider you 

music psychedelic? Could Pink Floyd fans dig 
Lycia? 

Mike VanPortfleet We do feel very strongl 
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about the emotion that's within each song...so 
naturally we get very much into the performing 
of our songs. If everything is going exactly right 
in regards to sound (which is sometimes 
unfortunately out of our hands) the music does 
put me in a trance like state. | think our music 
is psychedelic in ways...though | really shy 
away from any kind of drug connection...a goal 
of mine is for our music to take people to some 
sort of deeper level...a dream like escape | 
guess, if this makes any sense...Yes, | do think 
ans of Pink Floyd could get in to Lycia. One of 
he biggest compliments | ever got in regards 
© our music was when someone once told me 
hat watching us play live put him in the same 
mood as when he saw Pink Floyd back in the 
eventies...he said these were the only two 
hows that ever got him to that level! 
UTV: At a Lycia show, a friend of mine 
ommented that Mike looked like a hippie. Are 
goth fans ever disappointed that Mike doesn't 
look like a vampire? How important is image in 
he goth scene? 
Mike VanPortfleet You know, this whole 
image thing really confuses me...sometimes it's 
seems as though the music isn't important 
anymore...that looking "cool" is the main 
appeal...if this is were the Goth scene Is 
headed, then why even bother having music 
associated with it? So yes, | have heard 
omments, about how after seeing us play live 
- and being disappointed in how “ungoth’ | 
look -- that suddenly Lycia is no longer a good 
fband. This actually comes up more than one 
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would think...but most of the time it really is the 
music that people are into...|'m not ripping the 
Goth scene in general, most of the people are 
very nice and a pleasure to be around ..it's just 
those "bad apples." They are the ones that 
give the scene a bad name. For awhile last 
year | did look like a hippie. This always seems 
to come up...| am not a goth...! realize that we 
have a large goth following, and | am in no way 
against this...| actually think it's really cool. I'm 
not "anti-goth,” I'm just being honest. 

UTV: Did touring with Type O Negative really 
help Lycia? How were those shows? Pete 
Steele seems to like you guys. I've seen him 
mention you in a few interviews. How did this 
friendship come about? 

Mike VanPortfleet That tour did help. At the 
time | wondered...it's hard to think that you are 
helping your band when people are throwing 
things at you and screaming for you to get off 
the stage. But after that tour we got quite a bit 
of positive coverage in a number of well known 
Metal magazines. We also see more and more 
Metal types showing up at our shows. Peter 
has been very kind to us; he really has spread 
the word about Lycia. | first met Peter when we 
toured with Type-O. Peter, and everyone in 
Type-O, are some of the nicest people out 
there. 

UTV: Give me a rough number of sales on 
some of your albums. Are you the most 
popular band on Projekt records? 

Mike VanPortfleet No, we are not the most 
popular band on Projekt, and our sales figures 
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reflect that. | think our name has really gotten 
out there...but the sales figures haven't quite 
caught up yet. 

UTV: Would you ever put a fast song on a 
Lycia album just to screw with your fans’ 
heads? 

Mike VanPortfleet Well, | have written a fe 
fast songs over the years...but decided to 
exclude them from the releases. | feel ver 
strongly that each release should have it's ow 
natural flow. Disrupting that flow would defeat 
the purpose. Anyways, the faster material that 
| spoke of wasn't really that strong...my writing 
style is much more suited to the slowe 
tempos...this is the type of music that | connect 
to best. 

UTV: Did you ever meet any psycho Lycia fan 
who want to drink your blood or have Lycia 
tattoos? 

Tara VanFlower: We haven't really met an 
psycho fans face to face......but we have 
received some rather strange letters. That's 
fine...as long as they don't want to hurt us!!! 
UTV: Is Lycia's music sexual to you? After all, 
you two are married. Do you ever make love to 
your own music? Do fans tell you they like to 
make love in slow motion to your music? 
Tara VanFlower: First off, let me say that we 
never listen to our music. Once it's recorded. ..if 
is gone. | do find our music to be 
sensual......sexual and sensual being two 
separate things. We have been told by several 
people that Lycia is good music to 
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Snuff are one of those bands that just grab your 
attention the first time you hear them. They don't do 
many interviews, and | feel honored to have been 
lucky enough to catch Duncan (vocals/drums) at 
home in England. Snuff can be descnbed as a 
melodic Punk band. but there is more to it than that. 
They have their own sound, and you should pick up 
their latest offering titled Tweet Tweet My Lovely, 
as well as the other releases they have on Fat 
Wreck Chords. Duncan was about as nice as could 
be, and | know if he lived in NY. | would have a new 
drinking buddy.... Mare 


Under the Volcano: Hey Duncan, it's Marc from 
New York. How the hell are ya? 

Duncan: Hello Marc in New York, | am fine. | just 
stuffed me face, and I'm just sitting here, morphin’ 
out... 

UTV: First thing | would like to do is just thank you 
for doing the interview because | know you guys 
don't do many of them. 

Duncan: Nah, it's my pleasure. We are all for the 
fanzines and stuff like that, but we are quite hard to 
catch, to be honest. Sometimes we are not always 
keen on doing them. We are more on the fanzine 
side of it, we are not shy when it comes to that. 
UTV: That's all we are, a little fanzine, circulation of 
about 7,000. 

Duncan: That's quite a little circulation you got 
going there! 

UTV: The guy in charge of the whole thing has built 
it up; we're up to 44 issues now, so we're working 
hard. How and when did Snuff get together? 
Duncan: We got together in 1986, after two bands 
sort of fell apart, and we sort of fell into place. 
UTV: There was a period of time when some of you 
were in Guns N Wankers... 


Duncan: Right, that was me. 
UTV: Just you? 
Duncan: Yeah it was only me, with a couple of other 
chaps. 
UTV: Then Snuff got back together? 
Duncan: Yeah, Guns N Wankers slowly sort of 
ground to a halt. There were no arguments or 
nothing, just slowly ground to a halt. Simon was ina 
band, the old guitarist, called Your Mum, and all of 
them bands slowly ground to a halt. Me and Simon 
decided to start up again, not thinking of Snuff, | 
don't know, just to start another band. Not thinking 
that Andy would come back and then all of a 
sudden, Andy came back and it was Snuff again. 
We were going to call it something else and 
everyone said "Oh shut up, you're Snuff anyway.” So 
we stuck with Snuff. 
UTV: Ah, you guys are incredible, no matter what 
yau put out, record to record, | just fucking love it... 
Duncan: God biess you sir! 
UTV: Yeah, but one thing | could never do was 
define your sound.. what would you call it? 
Duncan: I'd call it unmmm..... we are a bunch of 
Hardcore Mods. That would suit me. 
UTV: And what is the beer of choice? Guiness? 
Duncan: Beer of choice? Hmm, well the bass 
player, he would have a Guiness. Loz would have 
umm, anything, he really doesn't drink beer. | doubt 
if he has a favorite, he doesn't drink much anyway. 
And | will have a pint of Abbott, Abbott Ale. 
UTV: Sounds good to me. You guys like your beer 
warm too, don't ya? 
Duncan: Well if it's bitter, then it's nice warm... not 
warm though, just room temperature. 
UTV: The last time | was in England was 1983 and 
we walked into a pub. | asked for the house beer, 
and the bartender gave it to me warm. | drank one 


pint and | was so damn drunk! After one beer? | 
don't know what kind it was, but it knocked me flat 
on my ass. 

Duncan: Well, let me tell you a little secret about 
that. American beer is very weak. It's about the 
weakest beer | have ever drunk in the world, and | 


; have drunk a few around the world, | can tell you! 
F Your beer isn't strong. | can tell you that I'm not 


surprised. Any other beer, or should | say, any other 
country has a lot stronger beer, even in Canada. 


am not a fan of American beer yet. 

UTV: | have to agree with you, but | drink it just 
because it's cheap. If | had my choice | would drink 
Guiness and Heineken and... 

Duncan: Heineken is not really my favorite. If | had 
my choice | think | would drinking a lager. | think it 
would be Stellar [Artwah or something to that effect, 
| have no clue what he just said, it must be the 
Budweisers taking their toll.-Marc] | have had a few 
nice beers in America though. 

UTV: We could talk forever about beer, you and |. | 
love a nice beer. 


» Duncan: Alright! | love beer as well, sometimes a 
2 |ittle too much, hahahahahaha... 


UTV: Yeah me too. Last night was one of them. 
Duncan: Yeah? | haven't had a beer for about a 
week now. That's quite a new record. 

UTV: | think you are due? 

Duncan: | think tomorrow night | am. going to have 
a nice pint of some lukewarm bitter! And | shall enjoy 
it! 

UTV: Are there advantages or disadvantages to 
being an American label instead of something in the 
UK? 

Duncan: Umm, well we actually have a UK label as 
well. We license... we are on Fat in America of 
course, and in this country we are on Deceptive, with 
licensed stuff from America. But there are definitely 
pros and cons, of course, if someone is in another 
country it's not always the best of communication. 
For start you have a different time of day, so you 
have got to start business when a normal business 
day stops here. You have to start another one... isn't 
that a pain in the ass? [laughs] We have to figure 
the bloody time out! Umm, we get slagged off 
sometimes by people for being on an American 
label, from people in this country. But | don't care 
what they say. 

UTV: Does Fat distribute you guys in Europe as 
well? 

Duncan: Yep, in Europe as well, apart from Britain. 
UTV: Where do you feel you're better known, the US 
or the UK? 

Duncan: Uhm, the UK, some parts in the US. We 
are not really big in the US, we are a lot bigger in the 
UK. 

UTV: Because the Yanks are morons! Well, some 
of them anyway. 

Duncan: Well, at times yeah, but not all of them, 
hahaha. 

UTV: You guys should own this country! 

Duncan: [laughs] Yeah? Well there are a couple of 
nice ones [places] come on! They're not all 


They make nice beer in Canada. | must say that |» 


morons... some are though. | will give you that! You 
can find morons in any country. 

UTV: This is true. | think this world is "moron 
friendly" no matter where you are. 

Duncan: The day | find a country with no morons in 
it, | think we are in a bit of trouble. 

UTV: I'm moving. | haven't been able to see you 
guys live yet, and every time you come to New York, 
either | have a show or something else is going on 
with me, and I'm not able to make it. It actually 
pisses me off! My friends that have seen you say it's 
the greatest live show. If | made it to the next one, 
what would | expect? 

Duncan: What would you expect? At a Snuff gig? 
UTV: Yeah, a show. 

Duncan: It depends. Well, Granny hats and 
scooters, hahaha! 

UTV: Steevo tells me it's like one huge party.... 
Duncan: Well, we do try to have a laugh. We 
sometimes... well, we keep getting slagged off 
occasionally by people saying we're just frivolous. 
And just now as we are laughing, there's no real 
content to the music. If you're not having a laugh, 
then what's the point? | don't mind bands that are 
serious, but personally, | don't want to do a whole 
serious thing because | want to have a laugh. 
UTV: Oh, | agree with you, | would much rather 
enjoy myself. | know the feeling, right now | am ina 
band that sings about nothing but beer and hockey 
and all we want to do is have some fun. 

Duncan: Well that's cool by me. 

UTV: How long have you been singing and playing 
drums at the same time? 

Duncan: Well, since Snuff started because no one 
else would sing. 

UTV: Really? It's incredible what you pull off. Why 
not have a drummer and let yourself be the 
frontman? 

Duncan: Because | would be too scared out front. 
I'm not like that. | like having something to hide 
behind, especially if they start spitting! [laughs] 
UTV: Do you feel the drums wear you down 
sometimes? 

Duncan: Weigh me down? It does work that way 
sometimes. | know | could sing better if | wasn't 
playing the drums, not very often because | run out 
of breath, and vice versa. Sometimes | know | could 
drum better if | didn't have to worry about singing. 
But, | like it so I'm happy. 

UTV: | have seen a few singer/drummers from time 
to time, and you're one of the few that can pull this 
off, you're incredible. Alright, | will get my nose out of 
your asshole. 

Duncan: Yeah, you're getting far too nice. You're 
going to be nice during the interview and when you 
print it, you're going to be all slaggoffs! It's gonna be 
like “to hell with these bastards!” | know you 
journalists, you're all the same! [laughs] 

UTV: Not me! [laughing]....Alrighty, who drinks 
more, the guys in Snuff or the guys in NOFX? 
Duncan: I'd say the guys in Snuff because the guys 
in NOFX are not really big drinkers. | would probably 
beat them myself! | think between me and Lee -- the 
bass player -- against NOFX, | think we would win 
easily. They're not big drinkers, they're more into 
snowboarding, and golfing, and things like that. 
UTV: How did you guys wind up on Fat? 

Duncan: Hmm, Fat Mike was a fan from years ago. 
First off he came to see us in San Francisco in 
1990, and he has always been a fan. Back then, 
Guns N Wankers toured with NOFX. We did some 
dates with them and he liked it, and he said [in a Fat 
Mike impersonation] "Hey guys, | want to sign you to 


my label." | said, "Ah, nice one. Alright then.” And 
we did, and when Snuff got back together he 
insisted that we sign to his label. 

UTV: Smart guy he is. What are your plans for the 
summer? 

Duncan‘The plans for the summer are... well, we've 
got a couple of festivals on the go, we got a little 
British tour coming up, in fact, tomorrow. And then... 
hold on, let me get me planner. We are writing new 
songs at the minute. 

UTV: For another one? 

DuncanVell yeah, this last album that came oult.... 
UTV: Tweet Tweet My Lovely? | have them all. 
Duncan: God bless you. | doubt that you have them 
all. | bet there are loads of stuff that you haven't got. 
UTV: I'm sure there are. 

Duncan: But yeah, we're writing at the minute, with 
the odd festival thrown in. We're off to Sweden, 
Belgium and Holland. Hopefully we will get on the 
British festival that we are trying to get, blah blah 
blah, we haven't got it yet. 

UTV: When can we expect you in America? 
Duncan: You can expect us in New York, if it goes 
according to plan, on Halloween. 

UTV: OH NO! Not Halloween! 

Duncan: Why, is that bad? 

UTV: No, it's just that | have to go to a wedding. 
Duncan: Are you getting married? 

UTV: No, | wouldn't do that, but it's my singer from 
one of my bands. He has had this planned pretty 
much ever since | knew him. Oh god dammit! 
Duncan: Well, the original plan is to do America in 
October, and I'm pretty sure the plan is to be in New 
York on Halloween. 

UTV: Well, wherever you are the night before or the 
night after, | am going, you can count on that. 
Duncan: Possibly, we will have another gig on our 
own. The gig we're talking about is a support slot 
with someone else on Halloween. We'll see what 
happens. It's all being talked about now, nothing is 
final. 

UTV: I'm sure Jeff at Fat will keep me up to date. 
Duncan: Oh yeah, he's a great guy. He can let you 
know exactly what is going on. 

UTV: Okay, where do you guys come up with your 
album titles? 

Duncan: Quite often it's the last minute, when they 
say "We needed an album title last month." Then we 
will just go, blah blah blah.... 

UTV: Kind of like Demmamussabebonk? 
Duncan: Well, that one comes from one of my old 
landiords, an old Greek man that lived downstairs. | 
was his tenant and | used to see him and pay him 
the money and we used to chat. He used to talk 
about some of the people who lived in the house. He 
used to talk about these Japanese girls who lived in 
the house and he would say, "They must be mad." 
He was Greek and he had a very Greek accent... 
that's bonkers, slang for mad. He used to shorten 
his words so "bonkers" became "bonk" meaning, 
“they must be bonkers." That's how we got 
Demmamussabebonk, meaning, "they must be 
bonk". 

UTV: And what about Flibbiddydibbiddydob? 
Duncan: That one just fell out at the last minute. It 
means absolutely nothing. 

UTV: How about Tweet Tweet My Lovely? 
Duncan: Tweet Tweet My Lovely is from a very old 
British sitcom. There is an old Granny and she has 
a parrot. And virtually all she did on the sitcom was 
look at the parrot and say “tweet tweet my lovely.” It 
Was a Canary actually, not a parrot, and that saying 
has stuck in my mind since | was a little kid. That 


was just from some British comedy years ago. 
UTV: The only British TV -- | guess | am a typical 
American -- but the only thing | am familiar with is 
Benny Hill and Monty Python. 

Duncan: Benny Hill is very popular world wide, he is 
everywhere. And it's pronounced "Monty Pythan," 
not PYTHON. All of the Americans say "python" and 
it's not, it's pythan. 

UTV: Pythan? I'll get it right. 

Duncan: You can go around saying that and all the 
Americans will go "no, it's PYTHON" and you can 
say "| have it on good authority that it's PYTHAN.” 
UTV: | am sure someone will try to correct me. On 
the new record you have this song called "Ticket." 
What is that about? 

Duncan: It's about one of my relatives dying in 
World War |. 

UTV: | thought it was about a kid you knew from 
your neighborhood who had joined the military, or 
something to that effect. 

Duncan: No, it's basically about World War |. | 
wrote it because | was thinking about me old relative. 
| was thinking about maybe what he thought of. | 
love reading about war. | hate it, but | enjoy reading 
about soldiers’ accounts of war. 

UTV: Yeah, war is not fun.... 

Duncan: No, it's not, unless you are an arms dealer. 
UTV: And you're counting the "Benjamins". 
Duncan: "Counting the Benjamins"? What's that? 
UTV: Counting the hundred dollar bills... 

Duncan: Oh right, | get it. 

UTV: You guys have odd instrumentation for a Punk 
band. You include horns and keyboards. Is this 
intentional? 

Duncan: Of course. | come from a Rock 
background myself. | started listening to Deep 
Purple when | was a kid. | have always loved 
Hammond Organs. Then | grew into a bit of a Mod 
phase, so | flipped over there, into the Small Faces 
and that sort of stuff. 

UTV: How was the decision made to use keyboards 
in the first place? 

Duncan: Because we all wanted keyboards. We 
were all big fans of a band called The Prisoners, 
who were sort of like the Small Faces. They were a 
brilliant live band, and they used keyboards. 

UTV: How many times have you seen 
Quadrophenia? 

Duncan: Oh | haven't seen it that many times 
actually. | have seen it twice | think. Loz, the 
guitarist, he has seen it about 50 or 60 times. 

UTV: Wow, | thought I've seen it a lot! 

Duncan: | have got to say that the keyboards are not 
in the band at the minute. He is not in the band right 
now. He may well do some recording, possibly some 
gigs in seedy underground Jazz clubs in London, 
but | don't think you will be seeing him if we play 
there on Halloween. | thought | had better warn you. 
UTV: Ok, but the horns come with you don't they? 
Duncan: The horns come with us of course. He 
always comes with us, we can't get rid of him 
[laughs]... 

UTV: That's just one guy? 

Duncan: That's right, just one guy on trombone. 
UTV: You have got to be shitting me. | thought you 
had an entire horn section! 

Duncan: Oh no, we have done some overdub on a 
couple of records, that's why you would think that. 
Keep it quiet though. We are cheatin’ a bit, 
hahaha.... don't tell anyone, ssshhhhhh... [both 
laugh] 

UTV: Will there be more Guns N Wankers 
releases? 
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Duncan: Uhm, | don't think so. Right now, one of 
the Wankers [?] is in a band right now called The 
Hormones who appeared in the last ever episode of 
Friends. | don't know if it appeared over there, but 
over here, it's gonna be on the 11th of June or 
something. 

UTV: Frends? 

Duncan: Yeah, the American sitcom. 

UTV: They aren't done, | don't think. | don't watch 
that show so | have no idea, but my guess is that it's 
the last of the season. Hell, | don't know if that show 
was to go off the air or not, | don't watch it. 
Duncan: Oh, | don't know... | am not a fan either. It 
must be the last of the season or something. 

UTV: Yeah, | don't know. | don't watch that shit 
either. 

Duncan: | know, but he is appearing on that last 
episode. And Jules is doing something called Dog 
Piss, which is a fine band, and he Is trying to get me 
to sing on it. 

UTV: You should do it! Do you have any side 
projects or anything else going besides Snuff? 
Duncan: Yep, The Tank Tops. It's the Folk band. 
It's me and Simon, the old guitarist, and we've got a 
banjo player and basically any old tramp we can find. 
We rehearse about once every three years. We 
promised that we'd get an album out within 10 years. 
That was about five years ago now, so we still have 
plenty of time. We are way on schedule. There is no 
problem with that one. 

UTV: If there is a threat to the punk way of life right 
now, what is it? 

Duncan: Uhm, Punks.... [laughs] 

UTV: Just punks in general? 

Duncan: | don't know. A threat to the punk rock way 
of life? | think it would be people growing out of it. | 
don't know.... uhm, the price of safety pins going 


up? [both laughing hysterically]... hair spray and 
crazy hair colorings and the size of pins going up. If 
they start making the pins too big to go on your 
jacket, then punk's in trouble. That's for sure. 
UTV: Do members of your band have jobs? 
Duncan: No, Snuff is our full-time thing. We have 
been making a living from it for a while now. 

UTV: | just want to thank you for taking the time to 
do this. It's now like 9:30 or whatever for you over 
there, and this is just great. I'm a huge Snuff fan, 
and | tell people all the time that... | just love Snuff. 
A lot of people don't take the time to listen to Snuff, 
mainly because they don't see you guys all the time, 
and you don't do a lot of interviews. How often do 
you come to America, once a year or something? 
Duncan: Well, it's hard to tour America. It's hard for 
us, mainly. To start, it costs a lot of money just to get 
there. | also insist on traveling in style in America, it's 
so fucking big! You got to spend the whole time 
stuck in the van, so | insist that we get something 
comfortable so that we don't kill each other. Also, the 
American cost of living is much lower than ours...so 
for example, you could buy albums for about half the 
price that it is over here. Everything is like... well, 
T-shirts are like half price, the meals are cheaper, 
and you actually get what you ask for, which is a bit 
strange [laughs] and so it's a bit hard for us. Say 
that we go to Japan, where the money is a lot 
stronger than ours; our money isn't as "strong" as it 
is in America, whatever the equation is. We go over 
there and be millionaires, and then we can go to 
America and find out that we are paupers again. It all 
swings around, about see? 

UTV: | am just glad that you are able to make with 
Snuff what you do so you can continue to put out 
great records. 

Duncan: Like you said, it is a full-time job. If we did 
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have jobs, then we wouldn't be able to go on tour 
and part from work. We would be able to go out two 
or three weeks out of the year when we have holiday. 
So it has to be a full-time thing, or it just goes back 
to being a hobby. | prefer it to be a full-time thing. 
UTV: Yeah, you've come too far now for it to be just 
a hobby. 

Duncan: Yeah, and it's also too much fun for that... 
you have got to have a laugh, | think that's the main 
thing. 

UTV: | think that's about all | have. Do you have 
anything to say in closing? 

Duncan: Uhmm, | am not a big philosopher or 
anything like that. Apart from "Howdy ya'll" [in a 
Texan twang].... 

UTV: I'm from New York, so we don't talk like that. 
Our saying is something like "Get the fuck outta 
heah" [in a NY tongue Marc doesn't have] 

Duncan: Nah, it's like this [in his NY impersonation] 
"Hey you aren't doing your fucking job! Come on!" 
That's what | would hear in New York. Someone 
down south would say something like "It should be 
around about now, | suppose" [in southern drawl]. 
And on the west coast they would say "Sup"! 
UTV: Yeah, that's where I'm from, and everyone is 
"dude"... 

Duncan: Yeah and in Canada, it's “abuht" for 
“about.” 

UTV: Yeah, there is an "O" in that word, isn't there? 
Duncan: Yeah, they've gotten rid of the O. 

UTV: And the next time you're in town I'll make sure 
we have a couple of beers and we will do "cheers"! 
Duncan: Well you don't do “cheers” you say 
“cheers”. 

UTV: | guess I'm wrong. If | tip my glass to you and 
say "cheers," isn't that like “doing cheers"? 
Duncan: We will have a couple of pints.....- 
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Long Island's Two Man Advantage has been all the 
rage since their first show in October of ‘97. 
Featuring masked members of other L.I. bands, 
Two Man Advantage mixes upbeat sing-a-long Punk 
Rock with a hockey motif and score a goal every 
time. If you haven't already, catch these guys live -- 
you'll thank me. If we're lucky, they'll get a record 
out soon. -Rich 


Under the Volcano: Gimme the line-up and a brief 
band history. 

Bud Tkachuck: The band started about seven 
months ago. We have been a team for many years. 
| met Skate [guitar] back in 1987 when he was ina 
band called Maladjusted Minds. We became friends 
and we were always drinking beer together. About 10 
years later a friend of ours was having a Halloween 
party and | wanted to put a band together so we 
could play the party. | figured | would get some old 
friends together and write about 10 songs for the 
show. | called Skate, who at the time was in a band 
called Swim Leon and he was hip to the idea. | then 
went on and called Teemu [bass] and Amstel 
[drums] to join the official team. We got together and 
wrote about 13 songs in our first three practices. 
Those are the songs on our demo. After a few 
practices we were ready for the party but then the 
party got cancelled. So we basically did this for 
nothing. A friend of ours suggested that we play one 
show at a bar to see how it went. Well, funny 
as it sounds, things went really well and 
we got a good response. The bar ran 
out of beer before we were finished 
with our 13 songs! So the team 
decided we would do this for real 
and have some fun with it. 
What the fuck? We had 
nothing 
better to 
do. After 
thre 

e 

shows we 
added 
Captain 
[guitar] to the i 
line up and now | 
think we have one of 
the best power 
plays on the 

east coast. 

Teemu Heineken: Amstel 
and | were in another band at 


}47es 
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the time. We thought 2 Man would be a lot of fun. He 
is my drummer. | won't play with anyone else, and it's 
not like I'm some phenomenal bass player or 
anything, it's just that he is my guy and he and | have 
been teammates for quite sometime. Besides, he has 
the longest sausage on Long Island... 

UTV: How much of an influence on your lives was 
the movie S/apshot? 

Bud Tkachuck: Well, personally | think it's the best 
movie for guys to watch. It's got everything a guy 
wants to see like beer, nudity, hockey, fights and 


bunch of 


most of all, the 
triumphs of a 


losers. Slapshot is a movie that will build up any 
losers self esteem. Kind of like 2 Man; we're a bunch 
of idiots ripping shit up. | wanted to combine all the 
elements of S/apshot into a band. 

Teemu Heineken: When we went out on the road 
with Kill Your Idols, our van had a TV and a VCR and 
we brought tons of movies with us. Bud has his usual 
selection of pornos and we brought some DeNiro 
movies, but what was the first movie we watched? 
Slapshot! There is no better way for us to start a 
tour. 
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UTV: There have been other bands that have mixed 

the love of hockey with Punk Rock. What 

distinguishes Two Man Advantage different from, 
say, The Hanson Brothers? 

Bud Tkachuck: Well first off, The Hanson Brothers 
are the best Punk Rock hockey band. They definitely 
deserve that. | think the biggest difference is that HB 
are a side project of NoMeansNo and not a full-time 

_ effort. | also think our sound is completely 

. different. They focus on more of a Ramones 

& style of Punk, while 2 Man is poppy, fast, 

&. chaotic and catchy as fuck Punk Rock. 

Basically, the bottom line is that there is no 

fucking difference except that we would 

kick their ass in a brawl. 

. UTV: A lot of people have 
commented that singer Bud 

i Tkachuk bears a_ striking 

resemblance to Ron 

_ Jeremy. A coincidence 
. or a relative? 

Bud = Tkachuck: 

Ronnie? Yeah, 

. he's my brother. 

Just so you 
know, | have 
®. to sleep with 

. all of the 
chicks first, 

; to test 

& them out 

. for him. 

Teemu: | 

: personally 

slike 
| Tkachuk's 

rats § 
better. | 


see it every time we play. 

UTV: What kind of person listens to Two Man 
Advantage? 

Bud Tkachuck: A drunk kid who realizes that, as a 
kid, there is no time to be fed up about this political 
PC bullshit that most 18 year olds are worried about. 
Teemu Heineken: Someone who has a sense of 
humor and just wants to have some fun. | see tons of 
kids who live life so seriously that they have forgotten 
how to have a good time. Whether someone drinks 
or not is their own personal choice, and | respect that 
in every person | meet. But if they are not really being 
themselves and are trying to follow the "in" 

well, go fuck yourself. You'll figure it out sooner or 
later. 

Plain Old Skate: A fucking rebel with huge balls and 
a case of PBRs on the side. 

UTV: Why the masks and costumes? Are you guys 
a bunch of wimps or do you just like to play "dress 
up"? 

Captain Bannerman: Both.... 

Bud Tkachuck: Don't make me kick your ass, Mr. 
Journalist, you need to wake the fuck up. Like | have 
Said a million times before, we are a team and we 
need a uniform. No one in 2 Man is more important 
than the other. That's why we all have the same 
number, we are a team. The reason why | wear the 
mask is to protect the innocent. As a professional 
athlete, | don't want to expose myself to the mass 
population. | don't want to be some kind of poster boy 
for Nike like most famous athletes. 

Teemu Heineken: What masks? We come straight 
from the ice. What the hell are you talking about? 
The make up | wear is just a goof, you should see 
me when | don't have it on! Recently at a show, | lost 
my make up bag and it was rather embarrassing. 
Ever see a 6'1" 220Ib. guy running around looking for 
his make up? It was funny though, and the people 
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there had a laugh with it. Hey, | look at it this way... 
those people who were there had a laugh and that's 
all that matters to me. | put a smile on someone's 
face. It's all in good fun. 

Amstel Fuhr: | like to dress up once in a while 
because my job always makes me bare it all. 

UTV: Beer is a main topic in your songs. Does this 
alienate the potential listener that doesn't drink? 
Captain Bannerman: Unfortunately, it has on the 
occasion, but it shouldn't. | never felt alienated by 
Youth of Today. 

Bud Tkachuck: No, because we always get sXe kids 
singing "Go Home Little Straight Edge Boy.” Then 
there is a group of youth crew kids that call us names 
and they say to each other "Look at these assholes. 
See what happens when you drink"! 

Teemu Heineken: Not all of our songs are about 
beer, it's kind of mixed up now. We have songs about 
hockey, of course, and there are songs about GTOs 
and the size of our drummer's schlong. We are not 
one dimensional. 

UTV: What would you say to critics that claim your 
obsession with alcohol is irresponsible? 

Bud Tkachuck: | tell them to fuck off. 

Captain Bannerman: We're not obsessed, but in 
general, we're still pretty irresponsible. 

Teemu Heineken: But | don't think we are 
irresponsible at all. When we were on tour, one guy 
took the night off from drinking so that he could drive 
us to the next show. We look at the big picture, every 
one of us has someone who drives us home after a 
show, we don't want to hurt anyone and we expect 
the same. Anyone who calls us irresponsible is a 
fucking idiot. They don't know us and have probably 
never seen us. 

UTV: Have you had any problems with clubs 
regarding the amount of beer thrown during your 
performance? 
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Bud Tkachuck: Only once. They pulled the plug on 
us and Teemu went nuts. Ends up that Teemu pulled 
the main power out himself, idiot. If anything, | think 
the clubs like it because whether it's being consumed 
or thrown, the bottom line is that it's sold. 

Teemu Heineken: Yeah, | went nuts on this guy one 
time because | thought they pulled the plug during 
our set. They kept telling us to turn down and | was 
fucking pissed off at the way they were treating the 
punks. While we were playing, | accidentally kicked 
the extension cord that we were all hooked up to. | 
blamed it on the guy running the show and | started 
pouring beer all over this shit hole of a club. After all 
was said and done, Bud pointed out that | was the 
moron who pulled the plug. | guess | fucked up, but 
who cares? 

Baz Turd: Rather than only write songs about beer, 
has the band considered using its growing influence 
to peddle a specific political ideology or "real life 
philosophy? 

Captain Bannerman: There is a real life philosophy 
to 2 Man and it has nothing to do with beer or 
hockey. 

Bud Tkachuck: We wrote a song about pornos. We 
are all against censorship and every song we write is 
about real life. We write songs about things we like 
such as beer, hockey, fast cars and beer. 

Teemu Heineken: | think there are enough serious 
bands with a message here on Long Island, and | 
don't ever want to be in a band that preaches. | think 
actions speak louder than words, and if people could 
think for themselves and not have to be told what to 
do or what not to do, this place would be better off. 
UTV: The song "Eggplant" has a troubling chorus, 
with the lyrics "If you fuck with me, I'll fuck with you.” 
What are you trying to say? 

Bud Tkachuck: "Eggplant" is our tough guy song. 
Being from New York, you need to have a tough guy 
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song or people won't respect you. Lyrically, it's about 
a gay guy living in Chelsea who is pissed off at the 
people fucking with him. So the lyrics are "If you fuck 
with me, I'll fuck with you/ I'll throw you in the 
dumpster, I'll fuck you in the ass/ If you fuck with me, 
you're fucking with the 2 Man”. 

Plain Old Skate: It's our gay rights song. We're 
going PC baby! 

UTV: How have sXe kids reacted to the song "Go 
Home Little Straight Edge Boy"? 

Captain Bannerman: Most get the joke, some 
unfortunately, don't see the humor. We are not anti 
sXe, whether it be individuals or bands or the 
movement in general. There is a difference between 
preaching and educating. The song is basically just 
about that. The song is a comment on kids telling me 
not to drink when they are not really clear on why 
they themselves don't drink. Educate me, don't 
preach to me. 

Bud Tkachuck: It's kind of mixed. Some love it and 
some hate it. Fuck ‘em all. They're all sXe ‘cause 
they're 16 and have no idea what they are missing. 
Teemu Heineken: | have plenty of friends who are 
sXe and plenty who are not. | try to accept people for 
who they are rather than what they do or don't do. 
Hey, we just went on the road with Kill Your Idols. 
Not all of them are sXe, but the singer is, and we got 
along just fine. Its each persons choice whether or 
not they want to have a beer. Andy said it when we 
were on the road. He's like "Hey if we can go on tour 
with a bunch of drunks, you can all get along.” He is 
a great guy and | love him like a brother. | don't care 
if he doesn't consume, he's still a great person. 
UTV: Two Man Advantage just did a short tour of the 
east coast with Kill Your Idols. Why tour if you don't 
even have a record out? 

Bud Tkachuck: Grits! The boys in 2 Man wanted to 
show the boys in KY! how to eat grits! The real 
reason of course, is we're stupid. We wasted a shit 
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load of money, but you have to do what you have to 
do. Every team has to go on the road. At home we 
were doing well, we're 5 and 1 on our home ice. So, 
we figured the road would be tough for us to go out 
and play on the other rinks. We ended up 3 and 2 on 
the road so now our record is 9 and 3. 

Teemu Heineken: Why not tour and get off this 
fucking island for awhile? When was the last time 
you left? Hell, we just wanted to go where it was 
warm, play some shows, have some fun and drink 
beer. It was very hectic as the distances between 
shows was a little much, but it was a great 
experience for us. Like Tkachuk said, we are good on 
our home ice. Every team has to go on the road, we 
are no different. The tour was a lot of fun and | would 
like to thank the guys in Kill Your Idols for taking us 
with them. 

UTV: Have you tried to get a record contract? Why 
hasn't a label picked you up yet? 

Bud Tkachuck: Well, we have had some local 
interest, but we are not going to rush it. Paul 
Motherbox is interested, but we told that idiot to go 
fuck himself. We are not doing a record with that 
loser. We just want the right thing for the team. We 
do have some songs coming out on a live record 
comp out on Clean. We have a split with the 
Loiterers coming out soon as well as another split 
with Mad Cow Disease, and if someone is interested 
in putting out a split with us and the McRackins, that 
too has been talked about. 

Teemu Heineken: Yeah, fuck that Paul Motherbox 
guy! He wanted us to sign our lives away and we told 
him to fuck off. Anyone reading this can tell Paul | 
said he is an asshole and | don't give a fuck if he is 
bigger than me, | will still whoop his ass! We have 
had some label interest, but we wanted to tour on our 
own before we give someone the honor of signing 
the almighty 2 Man. 

UTV: Describe the most satisfying aspect of playing 
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in this band so far. 
Captain Bannerman: My other teammates... 
Bud Tkachuck: Drinking beers with the boys. 
Plain Old Skate: Drinking Captain Morgan with the 
boys. 
Amstel Fuhr: Seeing the faces of kids that Bud tries 
to fuck in the ass. 
Teemu Heineken: Just having a great time, that's all 
| am looking for. 
UTV: When it comes down to it, this is all a put on 
right? What could you possibly hope to accomplish? 
Bud Tkachuck: No, this is not a put on, we are here 
to make a point. To put your guard down, crack open 
a beer and have a blast because that's what makes 
Punk Rock so fun. It's all about having a blast! 
Captain Bannerman: The strengthening of 
friendships is the only thing that | wanted to 
accomplish. When it all comes down to it, it's the 
single most important thing in Punk Rock.... Mission 
accomplished... 
Teemu Heineken: | don't care if you want to drink 
with us or not, as long as we put a smile on your 
face, that's my main goal. We just played a show a 
couple of weeks ago with this band Process Is Dead 
from Tennessee, and they were more of a screamy 
Metal Hardcore band and | didn't think they would like 
us at all. They all had smiles on their faces and they 
all want 2 Man jerseys. They had fun, that's all that 
matters to me. 
UTV: Anything in closing? 
Bud Tkachuck: Yeah, contact us and we will send 
you nude photos and beer. 
Plain Old Skate: Are we out of beer already? 
Teemu Heineken: Thanks for the interview and 
everything. If anyone wants to send us mail or get a 
demo (for $2), you can contact our manager at: 
Two Man Advantage, 
26 Railroad Ave. Suite 110 
Babylon, NY 11702 
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| am back, you little fuckers, and | must say | feel a lot better 
than | have in the past. The job has me running around like crazy 
wondering if architecture and design is for me. Maybe | should 
just open up some little Punk Rock bar in the lower east side of 
NYC. This is something | really have to think about. But for now 
I'll stay with my job ‘cause it's comfortable and it pays real good 
(ha!). Don't think I'm doing it only for the money, ‘cause there is 
a certain amount of enjoyment and satisfaction | still get from 
seeing a project | worked on get completed. So Two Man 
Advantage went on tour with the incredible Kill Your Idols. This 
week adventure down the East Coast was fucking incredible. | 
would like to thank all the bands we played with: Slicix, Shutdown, 
Skinnerbox, Fortitude, Tres Kids, Damad, Flesh Eating Creeps, 
Target For Aggression, Appleseed Cast, and, of course, Kill Your 
idols. Special thanks to all the people who put the shows on and 
let all of us crash at their houses. So, if you're in a band and are 
in N.C. and want to record, an old buddy of mine, Steve, has a 
great recording studio, Cherry Avenue Studio in Madison, NC. 
Call 910/548-7690, and tell Steve 2Man sent ya. He's got an 
incredible studio with great prices. 

So, no riots well except for Florida when 2Man, KY1, Fortitude, 

some locals and friends went to IHOP at two in the morning. After 
we ate our home fries and grits we went to the parking lot and 
said our goodbyes. There's like 23 of us, and out of nowhere cops 
came flying out ready to break up a gang fight. Someone (and not 
the lovely people at IHOP) called the cops and said that a gang 
riot was going on at IHOP. The cops arrived and asked a few 
questions and sent us on our way. Weird! 
Alll right, so as you noticed, Big Vin has quit writing his column for 
me. Vin, your boring column about bitching and complaining will 
be missed greatly. Thanks for the years of useless information. 
It's been great. I'm looking for a replacement but | haven't decided 
who yet. No, | don't want you but I'll take naked pictures of your 
girlfriend in exchange. 

So | got some Zines, not many, but | got some. Here they are, 
as promised. Send a buck or two for a sample issue of each: 


Punks Need Lovin’, 21 West St., Middle Island, NY 11953 
Alliance clo Pat Callahan, 580 Center Dyke Ave., West Islip, NY 
11295 

Bam Bam, 147 3245 Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355 

Deal With It, 333 E. Lancaster Avenue #109, Wynnewood, PA 
19096 

Soundviews, POB 23523, Brooklyn, NY 11202 


So there you have it. Send your fuckin’ zines to me. | want them. 


Hopefully next issue I'll have something to talk about for a 
change.-Spag 
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Ok. so my last column sucked some serious ass, so | need to 
redeem myself with the Roachclip head honcho, so here we 


through a few lineup changes, and now the sky is the limit for this 
band. This column is not about KYI, its about a friendship that will 
last a lifetime. Andy and | are the best of friends nowadays, and 
we have completely different outlooks on a lot of things. One of 
the main differences between the two of us is the fact that he is 
sXe and | am not. In fact, | drink a lot of beer. Challenge me to a 
contest at a 2Man show and you'll see what I'm talking about. 
Andy and | have lots of different views on certain subjects, but we 
always appreciate each others’ point of view. | look to him as a 
friend, a true friend, not someone who has something to gain by 
"posing" as a friend. We even took the road together for a week. 
You heard correctly, KYl and Two Man Advantage went down 
south for a week...you tell me what you think about that. The 
biggest drunks on Long Island went on tour with a band fronted by 
a sXe guy. "Why" you ask? Because we are all friends, and we 
just wanted to play some cool shows together and get away from 
here for a week. | know some of the "holier than thou's" who 
support KYI were not amused by the circus of a 2Man show, but 
you know what? That's ok with me. You are all entitled to your 
own opinions, and | respect you for your thoughts. This column is 
dedicated to Andy. You are a great guy, and | wish you well with 


anything that you do.... 

On the bookings front: The show that we did at Deja One on 
April 17th (the "live record" show) was about as good as it gets. 
| would like to thank all the bands that played, Deja One, the 
recording people from Brass Giraffe, Mike from Clean for 
believing in me enough to pull this off and to every kid who was 
there. | was somewhat upset at the fact that | had tickets on sale 
one month ahead of time and yet there were still people who 
didn't buy them in advance. | did the right thing. | put tickets in 
both Utopias a month before the show, allowing all to get a ticket. 
There were people who were coming to the show from far away 
and | got them in, but some locals were pissed off at me for not 
letting them in. Why didn't you buy a ticket? Did you think that this 
show would not sell out? | know that | will do this again 
somewhere down the road, next time get your tickets in advance 
because it will sell out as well. That's all for now, have a nice 
fucking day you assholes..... Marc 


WHEN YOU RE ON YOUR OWN 
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So let’s talk about major labels. | was supposed to be on the 
Bad Religion guest list for New York City. Laurie was supposed 
to take pictures for UTV. Did it happen? No, of course not. 
Atlantic seems to have a habit of doing this to me. This is twice 
now for Bad Religion | got left off. It's not the money either. | could 


“© THE ARA BENEFIT CD IS COMING, THIS CD WILL HELP ANTI-RACIST ACTION CONTINUE TO” 


care less about the $10. Both times the show was sold out. Well, 
| wanted to take the time to thank and chastise some people at 
the same time. The biggest thanks | could ever give would be to 
the guy from Squatweiler, the opening band. Unfortunately we 
missed them play ‘cause we couldn't get in. The reason | want to 
thank him is he gave Laurie and | two free tickets to get ultimately 
get.in. See there were writers on his guest list, except those cock 
suckers didn’t show up. The band and their label were nice 
enough to buy these so called "writers" tickets, and the writers 
don't bother to tell anyone they're not coming. Fucking rude! So 
Laurie and | are out front, and the guy gives us these tickets. See, 
guest lists are pulled after a band goes off, but the tickets said 
"Bad Religion." They're still good for entrance, just not on the 
guest list. He says, "Fuck the writers, someone might as well 
enjoy these tickets." It happened to be Laurie and |. | really 
appreciate it, and wanted SpinART to know that at least one 
writer used their tickets the best he could. | will go see 
Squatweiler the next time they play, | owe them at least that. But 
once again, thank you! We little people who do zines are 
obviously overlooked by major labels and their bullshit. | guess 
UTV covering Bad Religion for the crowd who cares isn’t as 
important as Spin covering Bad Religion for those who don't give 
a shit, but oh well. Just remember, us little people are the ones 
that made bands like Bad Religion, and hell, maybe even labels 
like Atlantic as big as they are. We don't need to take their shit, 
and without us they're not shit. You should take that to heart the 
next time someone (especially when that someone writes a 
column) tries to help you out. | still like Bad Religion and they put 
on a great show. | also appreciate them playing small shows for 
the kids. | just appreciate the things they have no control over, but 
their “Big Brother” label does. | probably just fucked myself as far 
as Atlantic, but it is worth it! 
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Again | need to apologize to Rich for turning 
this in just a few days prior to his deadline. To 
be honest, the last few months | have been a 
dysfunctional member of the long island 
scene....in effect | have dropped out -- 
attended no shows, kept a low profile....but 
that will all change. I've had some medical 
problems that have made me step away from 
Motherbox a bit....hell | also had to give up my 
second “real” job. But | am ready to bounce 
back: I'm feeling better. Hopefully soon | will 
be looking better, and I'm going back to night 
school to improve the chances of my dream 
becoming a reality -- yes, someday | would 
like Motherbox Records to be my only job, 
and | hope after 40 records I'm finally getting 
ready to make a go atit. 

Since | have been on the fringes for the past 
few months | can't say much in the way of 
Long Island band news. | know that Kill Your 
idols and Two Man Advantage did a little tour 
together. The Kill Your \dols/Fisticuffs split 7” 
has been flying out of here so | expect the 
next KY! release on Blackout to blow up. I've 
heard that there is a possibility of an extended 
KY\/Violent Society tour upcoming, and all | 
can think is "Hot damn, that is sweet.” Judas 
Iscariot is the way of the evil disciple -- dead. 
There was a possibility of Deja One doing no 
more Hardcore shows because people have 
to settle their differences inside the biggest 
venue we have. It's a shame all the people 
who cause the ruckus are in bands (who | will 
not mention here). It's called "maturity" guys, 
when you grow up you don't settle all your 
problems with your fists. | do have to say | 
enjoyed seeing the Microwave Orphans, Fatty 
Matty Boomblatty shaking his rump and 
singing some kick ass Pop-Punk renewed my 
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interest (if for only one weekend), and proved 
that we do have bands on Long Island that 
are not Hardcore bands. DJ from Sonipath 
tells me he and his boys have a load of shows 
coming up and a fairly new CD. They are 
good and heavy, more ‘80s Metal than HC, 
but if you ask me that is a good thing. 
Milhouse is in Europe as | write this. | recently 
saw an interview with them in Ox fanzine, but 
since it was in German | couldn't read it! Error 
Type: 11 has a full-length CD out now. | have 
yet to hear it, but | am sure it is kick ass Indie 
Rock. 

Well, since | had a liquid nitrogen treatment 
today again, | can attest that my threshold for 
pain has grown big-time. | have always hated 
needles, and today my doctor decides to cut 
some stuff out of my skin. He says he will do 
10 different spots, so | say "Okay." then he 
goes to get a needle (| hate needles) so | say, 
"Yo doc, what's with the needle?" He tells me 
he needs to inject each area to numb it, so | 
say, "How bad can it be? Go ahead and cut 
them.” Well, | made it to the 8th one with him 
carving me up with a scalpel and | was ready 
to smash his little head! No, | don't like THAT 
much pain. So then he gets out the liquid 
nitrogen and proceeds to freeze my face. 
Anyone who has had this done can tell you 
liquid nitrogen burns. Every area he did on me 
he did three times, so imagine getting burnt in 
the same spot three times within 10 minutes -- 
not pleasant! Either way, | hope | will only 
have one more treatment and then be cured. 
This whole paragraph should show 
something about my mental status....|'ve 
always said just a gun and a bullet would 
make my life complete. (Yeah | used to love 
Neglect). 

So the other writers are saying “What the 


fuck is with Paul? The guy doesn't write 
about Long Island music." | say, "Wait you 
panty waist bastards, now that | have no 
second job every weekend | will be heading 
to shows and | will have more to report then 
you lazy asses who only leave the house to 
see Two Man Advantage play (like Rich). 
There are better bands then the five old 
alcoholic hockey fans that spend too much 
time with porno and not enough with their 
instruments! Actually these guys have a new 
tape live from NYU that is pretty kick ass -- or 
as Cartman says, “sweeeet.” All | can say 
bad about the guys is that their taste in 
hockey teams is poor. | like their music, but 
the sport should be lacrosse not hockey! 

Hockey is played out (McRackins..Spag's 

wet dream)....""That's when | reach for my 

revolver." So lately (and this usually happens 
when | am bummed out) I've gotten into this 
early 80's mode, so I've been listening to 

Mission of Burma, Squeeze, Depeche Mode, 

Red Flag, Camouflage, the Human League, 
New Order, and the timeless immortals Joy 
Division and the Smiths. | don't know, it's 
these flashback months that reinvigorate me 
and get me ready for another Long Island 
summer and all the new music | will hear. | am 
going to the Rock Lobster "festival" and 
Paperweight festival in New Jersey. | am 
ready for a hopping summer filled with Punk 
rock and Hardcore. (But if Flock of Seagulls 
or the Fixx come around again and you can't 
find a buddy to go with you, call me up. I'll 
drive). 

So, in my Long Island listening bin.. The 7" | 
have been listening to the most is Watership 
Down's three song 7" on Immigrant Son...the 
packaging is amazing and the songs just 
groove the right way.... The best demo tape 
I've recently gotten from a Long Island band is 
from the Kam 4 from Valley Stream. They're a 
three piece in the Pop Punk vein, musically 
like Rhythm Collision (| hear a Dr. Strange 
influence). Vocally, maybe they're closer to 
Digger, though | like the vocals here much 
better. These guys are good! 

| got a CD called The Whole Magilla which 
is a split label release from Take a Leak and 
Poor Excuse records. It's a 23 band comp 
with 11 of the bands being from Long Island. 
This is a punk comp which | thought was cool 
to be coming out here. The best local bands 
on it are Contra, Oblique, Close Call and 
Splinterface. There are also strong tracks 
from Disenchanted and Ballistics, and the 
best track is from Spasm 151 from Texas. 
So | got a ton of submissions to be reviewed 
in Kaos, but | haven't had time to listen to all 
of them, but that will be changing next issue. 
Expect a short blurb on Long Island news and 
a ton of reviews. 
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Robert Fripp "The Gates Of Paradise” (Discipline, POB 5282, Beverly Hills, CA 
90209-5282). Continuing his series of soundscape recordings, Fripp’s latest 
delves deeply into dark musical recesses, presenting some of the guitarists’ 
most passionate work to date. As has been the case with much of Fripp's solo 
output during the past several years, he employs a vast system of synth 
technology immesurabaly extending the possibilities of his solo guitar 
perfomances. Culled from live and studio performances, Gates is imbued with 
the richness of texture and spiritual depth that has marked all of Fripp's past 
soundscape recordings. Those who are expecting the wonderfully mournful 
tones of Fripp's inimitable guitar will be disappointed, since the instrument is 
used merely as a trigger, allowing Fripp to paint these multilayered pieces ina 
vast array of digital color. Although | miss the pure emotion of Fripp’s guitar 
playing, | am awed by the stark beauty and power of this new work. Gates 
comes highly recommended to listeners of dark electronic/ambient music.(CD) 
B+ 


Project Two "Space Groove" (Discipline). Consisting of Robert Fripp, Trey 
Gunn, and Adrian Belew, Project Two is every Crimson fan's dream come true: 
a trio of powerhouse players working in the realms of pure improvisation. Guided 
by Fripp's dark musical aesthetic, and beautifully anchored by Belew's surprising 
prowess on the V-Drums, the group presents some 80 minutes of stirring, 
incredibly cohesive improvisation on this two-CD set. The concept behind 
Project Two was to create a sort of subdivision of the mother group, King 
Crimson, one of a simpler, more mobile nature, to keep ideas flowing and group 
members interacting between major tours and recordings. These recordings 
represent the first attempts of the trio, developed spontaneously over a two day 
period. For me, the first disc is the more exciting of the two, consisting of three 
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pieces solidly grounded and truly inspired. Here Fripp puts away the guitar-synth 
for a while and just plays his ass off... AND WHAT AN ABSOLUTE 
PLEASURE IT IS TO HEAR HIM IN SUCH STERLING FORM. Most of the 
pieces contained here are rooted in exotic rhythms, enhanced by subtle shades 
of electronic color, allowing the guitarist total exploratory freedom. The second 
disc consists of shorter, quirkier improvisations, in which Gunn and Fripp 
employ a battery of guitar-synths, creating a virtual orchestra of tone and color. 
Unfortunately, these sound sources, so very digital in nature, have become 
somewhat overused by hordes of electronic musicians, and thus have lost some 
of their freshness.(CD) B ; 


The Body Lovers "Number One of Three" (Atavistic, POB 25520, Chicago, !I 
60625). Now that Swans are officially put to rest, the ever prolific M. Gira is at 
it again with his new project, The Body Lovers, the freshest work he has put to 
tape in a long time. Consisting of 10 untitled tracks, this debut contains the same 
richness of texture that marked much of later period Swans music. The major 
difference between the two projects is basically the absence of vocals. Imagine 
Swans in their most pastoral musical state and you will have some slight idea of 
the tone here. Gira has finally been liberated from the limitations of his heavy 
handed lyrical themes, and freely experiments with tone and texture, creating the 
most subtle, relaxed music of his career. During the past few years Gira has 
obviously had his ear to the ground and found inspiration in the work of some of 
the music made by a few of the bands that had supported Swans on their last 
couple of European tours. Numerous collaborators appear throughout, including 
guitarist James Plotkin, Mika Vanio (Panasonic), ex-members of Cop Shoot 
Cop, and Ministry etc.. Number One is exciting, often beautiful work indicating 
that there's still a lot of creative life left in this artist, who, through it all, has never 
lost his integrity and musical vision.(CD) B+ 


Santana "Santana" "Abraxas" "Santana Il" (Columbia, 550 Madison Ave., New 
York. NY, 10022-3211). Following up last year’s Live at the Filmore East, Legacy 
has now reissued the first three classic Santana albums as they were meant to 
be. These new versions, immaculately remastered and more powerful sounding 
than ever, contain extra live tracks, original art work, detailed liner notes and 
recording information. | know that some of you are wondering why the fuck I’m 
writing about Santana in a column that is usually dedicated to stranger, more 
obscure work- The answer is simple. These three recordings blow away just 
about anything that will appear in any given year, so the presence of these 
spectacular reissues is cause for celebration. | have always felt that this group 
was vastly underrated, never receiving the acclaim of bands like The Who, 
Zeppelin, The Doors etc... Perhaps because they were way before their time, 
fusing elements of traditional Latin music, Jazz, and Rock in a market place that 
was not entirely ready for such exoticism. This is not to say that the group was 
not highly popular in their day... They were, but over the course of time, younger 
listeners of “Classic Rock” have all but forgotten this mighty ensemble. Let's 
hope that the rerelease of these essential recordings brings renewed interest to 
this vital body of work. These first three albums present the group's most 
passionate music, peaking with their second LPs Abraxas, a recording that 
ranks among my top 10 of all time. Represented so perfectly in its cover art, this 
work combines the mysticism of Spanish art and poetry with the pure sensuality 
and emotional vigor of Spanish traditional and street music. Although Abraxas 
is my favorite of the three, both the first and the third LPs are indispensable. The 
mark of brilliant music is its permanence. Unlike so many recordings from the 
late sixties and early seventies, these recordings sound as vital today as they did 
28 years ago.(CD) A+ 


Slapp Happy "Ca Va" (V2, 14 East 4th St. New York, NY 10012). After nearly 
25 years, the eccentric English trio Slapp Happy has reformed, producing their 
most polished, commercially viable work. Back in the early days on Virgin, this 
union of musical oddities, Dagmar Krause, Anthony Moore, and Peter Blegvad 
created a quirky, politically fueled brand of folk, until the group melded with avant 
pioneers Henry Cow. The resulting music, /n Praise of Learning and Desperate 
Straits, was some of the most innovative, incendiary work of the seventies, but 
has been largely overlooked by the mainstream. Shortly after this collaboration, 
both bands split up, but each member would remain incredibly active during the 
decades that followed. With the release of Ca Va, Slapp Happy picks up where 
they left off, expanding their musical pallet, integrating aspects of Dub, Mid- 
Eastern Music, Jazz, Cabaret, and Trip Hop, creating an album that is at once 
quite modern, yet rooted in the eccentric progressive Folk of their begininngs. 
Each of the 12 tracks features the expressive, ever-elegant Germanic vocals of 
Dagmar, subtly and deftly supported by Blegvad and Moore's sterling 
musicianship. Ca Va marks the welcome return of an important group that 
deserves your attention. (CD) B+ 


Cornelius "Fantasia" (Matador. 625 Broadway, 12th Fl, New York. NY 10012). 
Cornelius’ first domestic release is an unpredictable, joyous work indicating the 
presence of a tremendous new talent, one that might have lingered in obscurity 
here in the States had it not been for Matador's continued dedication to 
excellence. Cornelius, 27 year old Japanese pop wunderkind, crosses more 
musical barriers on Fantasia, his third full-length album, than you're likely to hear 
on any single release issued this year. Imagine an amalgamation of The Beach 
Boys, Hanatarash, My Bloody Valentine, High Lamas, with a dash of Beatles and 
a touch of Goldie thrown in for good measure and you'll have some idea of the 
Cornelius aesthetic. To call Fantasia an eclectic work is an understatement, but 
despite its many obvious influences, it's fantastically entertaining, maniacally 
driven by the composer's sheer joy of making music. Although Fantasia's a lot 
of fun, it is also an exhausting record, providing little breathing room, sweeping 
the listener along at a breakneck pace. All in all, fantastic stuff indeed!'!(CD) A 


Ossatura with Tim Hodgkinson "Dentro" (ReR/Cuneiform, POB 8427, Silver 
Spring, MD 20907). Ossatura, the Italian electro-acoustic/improvisational band 
combines forces with former Henry Cow/Work Saxophonist Tim Hodgkinson to 
Create a rather severe album of improvised musique- concrete. Using samplers, 
prepared guitars, tapes, radio, drum machine, accordion, sax, and extensive 
sound processing, the ensemble moves from fractured squalls of dissonance 
to haunting, reverberating atmospherics at the drop of a dime. At times the 
sound is almost like that of a clock shop at noon, as the group launches into 
mechanical overdrive. The overall tone here is somewhat similar to groups like 
AMM, Voice Crack and even some of Zorn's early ensembles, jangly, chaotic 
and unpredictable. Personally, | usually like this sort of thing in fairly small 
doses, but because of the exceptionally dynamic processing of sounds, Dentro 
succeeds beautifully as a unified body of work. Much credit goes to producer 
extrodinaire, Bob Drake, whose processing and editing add cohesion to the 
project.(CD) B+ 


Disinformation "R&D2" (Ash International, 13 Osward Rd, London SW1 7SS, 
UK). Ash, the notoriously uncompromising UK label, has issued what may be 
their last release, as indicated by the abbreviation, RIP which appears at the top 
of the accompanying press sheet. This would be a pity, since Ash is one of the 
very few labels left that makes absolutely no attempt to enter the mainstream. 
Like much of the work they have issued, the new Disinformation CD will appeal 
only to those interested in the most obscure realms of experimental music. 
R&D2 is indeed a fascinating work, built Solely upon processed geomagnetic 
and atmospheric-electrical recordings. The sounds of electrical storms, 
lightning, and all manner of electrical and radio interference patterns have been 


looped, processed and reassembled within these 11 pieces, creating a body of. 


work of considerable ambience. Pieces move from grinding electronic din to 
barely audible soundtext and short circuited field recordings. R&D2 is 
recommended to listeners of Hafler Trio, Aube, Gunter and other extremely 
experimental electro-acoustic sound painters.(CD) B+ 


Farmers Manual "We" (Or. 13 Osward Road, London SW177SS, England). 
We, the third disc by the ever eccentric Farmers Manual, is about as strange as 
they come. Consisting of one constantly changing track with 60 PQ start points, 
We begins with several minutes of barely audible white noise interspersed with 
shards of panned electronic sounds bubbling in and out of the mix. Slowly and 
very deliberately the piece evolves through a series of miniature movements. 
Quirky, fragmented electronic rhythms rise and abruptly fade into a wash of 
electronic gurgling and scatter shot analogue vomit...Like the work of 
Disinformation, this stuff is completely out of the realm of the mainstream and 
will appeal only to those interested in very experimental music, but given the 
proper time and attention, listeners will find much depth here. Indeed, Farmers 
Manual creates complex, often humorous sound collages of a most challenging, 
unpredictable nature. (CD) A 


Bill Laswell "Oscillations 2" 

Mick Harris and Eraldo Bernocchi "Total Station" (Sub Rosa, POB 808, CM 
1000 Brussels, Belgium). 

V/A “Nubalance Domestic Drum&Bass Comp" (City of Angels, 8391 Beverly 
Bivd #184, Los Angeles, CA 90048). 

V Classic "Volume 2" (Ultra, c/o Formula, 225 Lafayette St. #1006. New York, 
NY 10012). 

V/A "The United States of Drum & Bass" (Evil Teen, POB 651, Village Station, 
New York, NY 10014-0651). If Bill Laswell is involved in a project, whether it be 
Jazz, Dub or Drum&Bass, you can be pretty sure it's worth hearing. Oscillations 
2 not only proves Laswell's abilities as a junglist, but also reaffirms his prowess 
as a bassist. Unlike most Drum&Bass, which is almost entirely sample driven 


and programmed, Laswell’s work is highly organic and deeply atmospheric. 
Although Oscillations 2 is marketed as a Jungle recording, it really is so much 
more. Throughout these four pieces Laswell moves effortlessly from deep down 
tempo Dub to ethereal ambient Jazz, interspersed with some hard driving 
rhythmic workouts and some truly dark cinematic sound scapes. This time the 
rhythms are simpler and more direct, unlike the thin sounding, skittery beats that 
Ninja applied to last year's Volume 1, providing more room for textural 
enhancement. Oscillations 2 is another dynamic, consistently exciting work 
produced by this prolific artist. 

The second collaboration between the ubiquitous Mick Harris and Italian 
electronics wizz, Eraldo Bernocchi is a fairly interesting set of experiments in 
rhythm and noise, sounding somewhat like a cross between their former bands, 
Scorn and Sigillum S, respectively. Unlike their initial collaboration from last year, 
this one is a lot jazzier and more groove oriented, possessing a greater live feel. 
Gone are the manic preprogrammed jungle rhythms and swooping basslines. 
Instead the players integrate a wide array of shrieking samples, hip hop and 
down tempo rhythms, and textural electronics into the mix, creating a sort of 
industrial Jazz that is, at points, most enjoyable. 

From City of Angels comes one of the better US Drum&Bass compilations of 
the past few months. Appropriately titled, Nubalance presents some of the most 
popular East and West Coast junglists, all in fine form. Several of the 
participants like 187, DJ Soul Slinger, DJ Wally, Westside Chemical, and The 
Crystal Method have recently issued full-length recordings, solidly establishing 
themselves as serious players in a predominately European scene. All of the 
above turn in strong performances, ranging from hard driving dance floor 
workouts to abstract exercises in rhythm and texture. Unfamiliar names like 
Front BC and DJ Ani, however, are the real surprises, delivering the most 
Creative tracks in this collection. Nubalance is a good starting point for anyone 
interested in checking out the present state of US Jungle. 

From Evil Teen Records comes an excellent collection of domestic 
Drum&Bass from lesser known, up and coming artists. The 11 extended 
selections presented here cover a wide spectrum of approaches. From the rigid 
scientific beats of Kingsize to the quickstep Jazz inflections of DJ Stratus, the 
ominous tec step of Skeptix, and the incredibly dark textural power of Snuggles 
and Slak, The United States of Drum&Bass establishes itself as one of those 
rare finds in a genre that is expanding at geometric proportions. If this collection 
indicates a representative example of the label's aesthetics, Evil Teen will soon 
be a major force in New York, giving the more established labels like Liquid Sky 
and Instinct some severe competition. Consider this one required listening! 

As can be expected, the second volume of V Classic is also quite worthy of 
your attention, again featuring veterans of UK Drum&Bass culture like the 
incomparable Roni Size, DJ Krust, Ed Rush, Dillinjah, and Lemon D. Unlike 
Nubalance and United States of... , V Classic Vol 2 is an extremely unified 
collection of subltey textured dance floor-directed pieces. Each of these 10 
extended selections is propelled by insistent unchanging rhythms in the tradition 
of the Bristol scene. This is Drum&Bass in its purest, undiluted form: sharply 
focused, coolly detached, urgently rhythmic and infectious. Sparse analogue 
basslines are driven by mechanically precise rhythms, interspersed with wisps 
of electric pianos and looped vocal accents. The effect is trance inducing but 
exceptionally pleasing. 

Laswell A, Harris /Bemocchi B, Nubalance B, US of Drum&Bass B+, V Classic 
B+ 


Robert Wyatt "Rock Bottom" and "Ruth Is Stranger Than Richard" (Thirsty Ear, 
274 Madison Ave., Suite 804, New York, NY 10016). Thirsty Ear continues their 
support of Robert Wyatt, with the.gradual reissuing of his back catalogue, 
beginning with his second and third solo albums, Rock Bottom and Ruth Is 
Stranger Than Richard. (The first LP, End of An Ear, was issued ages ago on 
Columbia, but has never been available domestically on CD). Like Wyatt's recent 
masterwork, Shleep, (his first in many years), these two recordings represent the 
artist at his most vulnerable, personal best. Originally, the drummer and creative 
force behind the progressive ensembles, Soft Machine, and later, Matching 
Mole, Wyatt was left a paraplegic after falling out a fourth story window in the 
early seventies. Left without the use of his legs, Wyatt immediately began 
working on keyboard and vocal based music, the results of which became Rock 
Bottom. Upon first hearing the record in 1974, knowing nothing about Wyatt or 
the circumstances behind the work, | found it unlistenable. The seemingly flat, 
mournful vocals, fractured, simplistic instrumental accompaniment, and bizarrely 
rambling song structures were just beyond me at that point. Encountering the 
work again in the early eighties, with a much broader musical understanding, | 
was stunned by the album's raw emotional beauty and singular musical vision. 
Today these two recordings stand as some of my all time favorites, and without 
a doubt, some of the most important music of Wyatt's career. Of the two works, 


Rock Bottom is the stranger and more innovative. Hints of Jazz and Spanish 
music appear, but for the most part, Wyatt creates his own musical vocabulary. 
Although a host of virtuosic players like Fred Frith, Hugh Hopper, Mike Oldfield 
and Ivor Cutler assist, the music is sparse and delicately twisted to fit Wyatt's 
emotionally pained poetry. Ruth /s Stranger Than Richard is a bit more fully 
arranged and not quite as emotionally raw, but equally exciting. Here, players like 
Brian Eno, John Greaves, and Fred Frith once again provide stellar support 
performing with less restraint, moving into more abstract, progressive areas, at 
times recalling some of Wyatt's earlier work with Matching Mole. Although this 
music is nearly 25 years old, it still sounds as strangely beautiful as it did in 
1975. Both CDs A+ 


E-Z Rollers "Weekend World" (Moving Shadow, 17 St. Annes Court. Soho, 
London W1E3HG England). Weekend World, E-Z Rollers’ second full-length, 
takes a giant leap forward. It is the best of the lot this month, and definitely one 
of the strongest releases thus far in ‘98. Within its 78 minutes the CD covers a 
lot of ground, moving with tremendous grace from the rigid, hardstep rhythms 
of the opening pieces to the rumbling drive of “Cop Theme” and the intoxicating 
sensuality of “Tough at the Top”. Unlike the group's 1996 debut, Dimensions In 
Sound, which was a beautifully textured Drum&Bass record, the new album is 
centered around a thematically unified set of richly melodic songs, propelled by 
Kelly Richards’ deliciously sexy vocals and Alex Banks’ astute, ever varied 
programming and production. Weekend Word, with proper marketing in 
America, could be the first Drum&Bass release to capture the commercial 
marketplace. The rare combination of luscious, fully developed songs, hard 
kicking Jungle grooves and seventies trash soundtrack themes makes for 
exciting listening indeed. Let's hope that Weekend World is soon released 
domestically!(CD) A 


That's it for the reviews section of the column. Rich asked me to write up 
something on my recent travels abroad with Controlled Bleeding, so here | go... 
It was difficult gearing up for a tour after not having played live in six years. 
Having fucked up my knee at a show at the Palladium in ‘92, during an on stage 
wrestling match with Chris Moriarty, | lost interest in the live experience. But the 
allure of Europe was too great to resist. Upon receiving an invitation to tour 
Germany, Czech Republic etc... from one Mr. Alex Wank, an Austrian booking 
agent (and as | would come to discover, a true fucking madman with tastes as 
warped as my own) we had to try getting back up on stage. This time, however, 


Trae 
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the music would be completely different. Last time we were in Europe, fans were 
upset that we played aggressive, guitar driven music from our Wax Trax 
recordings. They wanted the experimental stuff we were known for. This time 
they were upset that we played experimental music and somber vocal pieces 
from our more recent records like Poisoner and Gilded Shadows. Instead, they 
wanted hard shit from our Wax Trax and Road Runner releases. So basically we 
didn't care much about what the audience wanted, and just did what we 
rehearsed and what was meaningful to us. | realized that it's pretty ridiculous 
playing music for kids that were half my age, when we should have been playing 
for people that wanted to hear what we're doing in the present, probably old farts 
like Joe Papa and me! It was kind of strange though; the European audiences 
seemed removed from current music trends. Kids kept asking us if we'd play 
EBM (Electro-Body Music). | figured that maybe they'd want to hear some 
Drum&Bass, stuff that we just can't play, but instead they wanted the same crap 
that they've been listening to for 12 years. So the shows themselves weren't 
great fun. | really loved the set that we presented, but was very disappointed by 
the general mindlessness of some of the audience. We did have a good time on 
the road, drinking whiskey with Alain, the crazy Frenchman and engaging in 
marathon conversations about everything from politics to foot fetishes. Playing 
ona huge ship in Rostock was also a highlight of the tour. After the set we and 
members of ON/OFF, Alex and Alain’s band, played the metal interior of the 
ship. Soon members of the audience joined in a huge very drunken polyrhythmic 
jam that went on till the crack of dawn, replete with an occasionally bellowing 
chorus of skinheads. When we finally approached our bunk beds in a drunken 
haze (we slept on the ship), |, for some reason pushed Joe's 280 pound ass 
onto the top bed. A big mistake... About a half hour into a very sound sleep, a 
great crash shattered our repose. Joey rolled out of his bunk while counting 
sheep, and crashed through a large desk before hitting the ground. Thankfully, 
he wasn't badly hurt...| could continue but I've been typing for hours and am 
getting pretty sick of it at this point, so I'll give you some relief by saying good 
night. See you in August... 


Yours, P.L. 


Contact Paul Lemos at 54 Locust St., Massapequa, NY 11758 
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142 Rounds "Pleasant Smell" (Nothing/Interscope. 10900 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1230. Los Angeles. CA 
90024) Representing the first female-fronted project on Trent Reznor's label is the mysterious 12 
Rounds’ duo of Atticus Ross and Claudia Sarne In case you're wondering. the “mystery” spawns from 
the fact that their presskit contained only a cryptic poetic tale without any traditional band member 
information Regardless. this gloom-projecting eclectic endeavor Is primarily driven by subdued 
electronics. unobtrusive guitars. and sultry ballad-paced throatwork They might be on Nothing, but 
other than the white noise-processed wail on "Bovine". 12 Rounds is more for the Portishead and 
Mare Almond crowd than the NIN and Manson family (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Action Patrol “On Patrol 1993-96" (Whirled. POB 5431. Richmond. VA 23220) Here's a situation 
You've heard about this girl that's really cool. and all your friends tell you that you're perfect for each 
other. but you never ask her out or see her. and just when you decide to. she either left the state or 
she's dating someone else. and you find out how great she was and you just shake your head going 
“If Lonly knew" Well that's the way | feel about Action Patrol. This band was awesome! | say waS 
because they have broken up and the only thing | have ts this CD collection of everything they have 
done. which rules! This is the Punk Rock that | love so much. short fast. screaming lyrics that | can 
associate with When | listen to this it reminds me of Black Flag. old Circle Jerks, Plow United. and 
Angry Somoans. | know that those are big shoes to fill, but man when | hear the first song. “Tube.” it's 
totally awesome | start to jump up and down in my room All the tracks here are totally cool. and at 
the end they have their last live show. | wish | knew earlier. | would drive the sevens hours to 
Richmond to see their last show [If you love your Punk Rock fast. angry. and catchy then Action Patrol 
will not disappoint. | can't wait to hear any new side projects they have going (CD)-Jack 


Aftertax Return of the Wizard" (Second Azoo. POB 695. Carborro. NC 27510-0695) Ex-members 
of North Carolina's Soccer. with the help of a member of Small and the DBs. Aftertax 1s bringing about 
humor into the pop world Excellent recording and graphics. there also a bit of seriousness to the 
band. The title track "Kids" has that catchy "woo-hoo" that sticks in your head (not the Blur woo-hoo 
something different) and that's what a pop song is supposed to do stick in your head. Another great 
song is the track “Calling All the Amputees.” It has a really familiar guitar line. | just forget where it's 
from. Some of the songs get a bit long. but overall this is a really good pop album (CD)~Jack 


Against All Authority "All Fall Down" (Hopeless. POB 7495. Van Nuys. CA 91409-7495) One bug 
| was never bitten by was the AAA virus. | don't know. | didn't really care much for these guys and well 
to be quite honest. | still don't Now don't get me wrong they do what they do well. which is mix Ska 
with Punk and old schoolish Hardcore They have a dash of politics thrown. which is good Are they 
over the top musicians or lyricists? Uh. no! There is so much similar music flooding the market that 
is run of the mill My only reaction when | heard this was “yawn!!!"(CD)-Groovy 


ALL "Mass Nerder" (Epitaph. 6201 Sunset Blvd. #111. Hollywood CA 90028) What can | say. but 
this is amazing after a pretty dull major label record. Pumme!l. ALL has returned with 16 amazing 
catchy Punk numbers Each song has a sense of summer It's the type of record | crave in April. The 
kind that reminds you of fun in the sun, BBQs. and chicks In bikinis So first off. “Until | Say So" is the 
best song on this. but right behind that is "I'll Get There” and "Silly Me." An interesting note is the 
opening track “World's On Heroin" and track #12. “Romantic Junkie.” two songs about the overuse 
of heroin in Punk Rock these days. Being on Epitaph and Brett struggling with his problems. | think 
it's a real ballsy move on ALL's part. Is Brett that fucked up that he was like "Yeah. that's a good 
tune?" | bet "World's On Heroin" will be the "pushed hit" number on this disc Okay. back to the record 
Say you liked ALL with Scott or Smalley and felt that was it Well. now Chad has broken through. and 
this record left off where ALL was and all that Oh. by the way. Milo does backups. but | could care 
less cause this blows away the last Descendents record. Call me crazy but then again It won't be the 
first time I've heard that (CD)-Spag 


Ana Voog “Anavoog com" (Radioactive. 156 W. 56th St New York. NY 10019). This is a great 
pop/dance record. Ana Voog is a cross between Madonna and Dee-Lite. | appreciate the fact that in 
the ‘90s all the women are trying to be sensitive singer/songwriters with acoustic guitars and tales of 
heartache | must admit. | also like the women of the '80s who just wanted to dance and be sex 
symbols. Ana Voog !s unfortunately in the wrong decade. But hey. maybe it's time for the pendulum 
to swing back in her direction. Look for nude pictures of Ana Voog on the internet. This babe is hot 
Imagine Gwen from No Doubt with breast implants (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Anne Summers ‘The Dandy" (PC Music. 711 8th Ave. San Diego CA 92101). Anne is not a related 
to Andy infact Anne Summers is an all-male group that churn out Elvis Costello sounding stuff 
Yeah. | was confused for a second but Ms. Summers !s a cool. err group (CD)-Bazini 


Arcana “Cantar De Procella" (Cold Meat POB 1881. 581 Linkoping. Sweden) This label is just 
incredible! This is dark. moody. and could be the soundtrack to any good horror movie!! Key! Organs 
as background. a monk like chant. bells. and other church-esque sounds that signal impending doom 
This is the music you hear at the coming of the apocalypse. This is the somber mood that Black Metal 
keyboards attempt to create. This is the piece you must own and play on a dark stormy night. Now 
go!(CD)-Myk 


Argon and the Flying Saucers "Sex. Space. and Rock n’ Roll" (Whole Shot. POB 436. Selden. NY 
11784) From the suburban clutter of Long Island comes sci-fi visionaries Argon and the Flying 
Saucers A Glam version of Man or Astroman?. these space cadets perform in costume 
accompanied by two go-go dancers. one of which is a transvestite. The band is a result of Argon’s 
numerous UFO sightings and they take you to another planet with their live act. Dr Strange Sound 
provides his theremin for an out-of-this world experience Check out "Regular Guy" and "No! We're 
Not Alone" for a wacky taste of fringe-themed music (CD)-Kenyon 
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The Aquabats "The Return of the Aquabats” (Fearless. 13772 Goldenwest St #545, Westminster. 
CA 92683) This is totally for the skatards. Really goofy cartoon inspired nonsense that sounds like 
Ventures meet 3rd wave Ska Musically these guys hold together more than most of their pack, but 
this is for all the Disney skins. who want to expand their one disc Meet The Deedles Ska collection 
Maybe they'll ride this wave right into the Huntington Beach piers and I'll never have to hear from them 
again (CD)-Groovy 


Bad Brains "Omega Sessions" (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago. IL 60614). Not much really to say 
about one of the godfathers of HC/Reggae. Early versions of “I Against |," "Attitude," “At the Movies,” 
“Luv | Jah." and "Stay Close To Me" (a Reggae track that I've never heard before). Recorded before 
most of you were born, and before | even had a clue about music, this CD shows how ahead of their 
time the Brains are and were (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Bad Religion "No Substance” (Atlantic, 1290 Avenue Of The Americas, New York, NY 10019). Do 
| really need to tell anybody what this sounds like? If you don't know what these guys sound like go 
back in the fuckin’ basement with your Bee Gees records. The thing | can say !s that this is the best 
Bad Religion record in years. Bringing in Brian Baker has made a distinct difference, one for the 
better. My favorite track is “Biggest Killer In American History” which they thankfully played live. | really 
recommend this if you don't have a problem with these guys being on a major. But on a personal note, 
putting a nearly naked woman on a Bad Religion cover is a step down for them and a comprise of 
what they have always been against Hey, they signed the contract, not me (CD)-Myk 


Battery “Whatever It Takes. (Revelation, POB 5232. Huntington Beach, CA 92615). Well what the 
fuck do you expect when you put members of World's Collide and Ashes together? Just some of the 
best '80's-ish Hardcore we have heard in years. You might also know the members of this band from 
Better Than A Thousand, Miltown (with Jonah from Only Living Witness) and Damnation AD. This is 
just the blaring in your face stuff that you could count on Revelation putting out in the early years 
Finger pointing, bleach blond, flattop, Addidas hi top, hood wearing, GO! music. This is the first record 
these guys put out on Revelation, but they also have a bunch of stuff on Germany's most despised 
Lost & Found label Just buy all their stuff. Not to support the labels and their greed, but to show your 
support for the lost music that will hopefully make a full-time come back (CD)-Myk 


Bazooka "Sonic Business Environment’ (SST. POB 1. Lawndale, CA 90260) A pretty straight forward 
Jazz quartet. Some of this stuff is kind of snoozy, but you get a couple of winners here on this like, 
‘So Much For the Gladhand”. and “Fishing Returns’ which jumps in and out of some chaos Hey, If 
you like clean tone Jazz (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Beseech “From A Bleeding Heart’ (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St Suite 302. Simi Valley. CA 
93065). |m not much up on my Goth Rock. Most of the bands imitate Type O Nauseating, and they 
suck! Who the hell wants to listen to an imitation of a bad band? Beseech is real Euro Goth, and man, 
are they talented. They have a full spectrum of instruments including flutes, and the lead singer 
sounds like he’s about to off himself. They look the part with their velour vests and ruffled shirts, and 
the cover looks like it was done by a suicidal Matisse. The only thing that separates these guys from, 
say a Smiths type band. is the metallic guitars The violins and harsh vocals mix together to make this 
amelodic yet disturbing masterpiece. This is a highly recommended piece for all the In The Woods 
fans. the goths. and even the classical guitar freaks | couldn't possibly praise this enough, or convey 
the feelings in words. (CD)-Myk 


Beth Orton "Best Bit" (Dedicated. 580 Broadway, New York. NY 10012). Right on the bumper of her 
critically acclaimed Trailer Park album, Beth Orton returns with this six-song offering. Utilizing violins, 
Wurlitzers, and piano fills, Orton is able to create quality retro-Folk music that is fuller than her 
predecessors. Because the last singer | saw come out of self-imposed retirement was bluesman 
Robert Dupree on Family Ties (it was on Alex's radio show), it's good to hear that another musical 
talent has resurfaced -- Terry Callier. Callier duets with Orton on two tracks, giving her Folk songs his 
legendary soulful edge. Since only one of the songs on this EP is previously released -- and it appears 
here in a live format - Orton fans will find this a worthy investment. (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


BFI “All Bets Are Off' (Kingfisher. Bruckstrasse 42-44. 44135 Dortmund. Germany). Yet another clone 
of Biohazard. Yawn......2zzzzzzzz.(CD)-Alex 


Blood Duster "Str8 Outta Northcote" (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 17551). Australiaés answer 
to AC retums with all new material. For all you sick fucks that didndt get enough with the last album, 
Blood Duster have even changed their style slightly. Now sporting a more Southern, Doom feel as 
opposed to the straight Carcass style Grindcore of previous works, these guys prove they can actually 
play The cover art once again Is absolutely repulsive (but hysterical at the same time), and they have 
21 new songs. The lyrics are not included, but | would guess they are equally as repulsive as their 
previous effort. All in all, this is a masterpiece of crankin' Metal. Fully original, with GG Allin style 
lyrics, and a must own for all you little kiddies out there (CD)-Myk 


Blood For Blood “Revenge On Society” (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago. IL 60614). Blood For Blood 
is a Boston area band that is highly reminiscent of Agnostic Front meets Sheer Terror. The music !s 
a slowed down version of Agnostic, while the vocalist could be Paul Bearer's stand in A more 
metallica version of some of the greatest crossover bands ever This would be a personal favorite if 
they sped the tunes up a bit. buta great record nonetheless (CD)-Myk 


Boiler ‘The New Professionals" (Mayhem. 285 West Broadway Suite 300. New York. NY 10013). I've 
heard this crap a gazillion times. What you've got here Is a lame disc containing watered down Groove 
Metal blended with rapped style vocals and those damn Hip Hop style beats. Sure a couple of songs 
here and there find Boiler utilizing more aggressive vocals and heavier arrangements. but just be 
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SKA PRODUCED WITH THE BLOOD OF 
MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE 


New wave 80s ska 
Pure Sound, Pure Hogwash, ‘ 
PURE AMPHETAMINES [Aapt through 
“a 


An album worthy of _ “, audio montage & 
toady’s skinhead ~# “e 
nation, mixing Judge ey 

efit. 


Rock ‘n’ Roll bal- 
Dread, Prince Buster, od : 


Amazing swingy 2-Tone 
Ska with tempos to keep 
your feet moving! Think 
Lets Go Bowling meets 


Mike E. Clark 


lads, produced by 
Pogues and Skatalites Pe oi te (Insane Clown 


They Might Be Giants on Baw one. Cateial OM GANGSTER FUN paket 
the way to the circus. skool ska & reggae. 


Pure evil! 


Th RB] Various aR] Eclectics 
Ee Za Ska American Style | @{ Idle Worship 
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aware that I'm barely complimenting these lads. Those droopy drawer, back pack toting kiddies are 
probably stocking up on this recording. Pass this one up (CD)-Alex 


Both Worlds “Memory Rendered Visible" (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York. NY 10012) | love 
this record BW features ex-members of the Cro-Mags and Leeway. This album sounds like a cross 
between Orange 9mm and Quicksand The production is great. the songs are great (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Both Worlds "Memory Rendered Visible” (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York. NY 10012) This 
is the second recording. the first for Roadrunner. by Both Worlds. It's a Krishna influenced band 
featuring members of Leeway and John from the Cro-Mags on vocals. The music is tight and well 
written. but | don't feel that John uses the full range of his voice. For the most part he is very 
reminiscent of Chaka from Orange 9mm, as is the Funk Metal sound of most of the record But to side 
step the comparison. they have taken a that sound and produced a record that is far superior to that 
of their counter part. The artwork is excellent. with Krishna images and the lyrics are very intelligent 
Not a record that | am extremely high on. but it's a taste issue. The record is good. just not for my 
taste (CD)-Myk 


Brandtson "Letterbox" (Deep Elm. POB 1965. New York. NY 10156). When it comes to Indie-Rock, 


there are so many new releases. it becomes difficult to know which acts are as “worthy” as those that - 


inundate the airwaves. One definitely worthy contender is Cleveland's Brandtson. whose debut CD 
is bloated with excellent Emo-edged Garage Rock. Their songs are slow compared to the current punk 
rage, but speed would only obstruct Brandtson's beautiful and dynamic melding of complexity and 
passion If you dig bands like Inch and Kill Creek, then this four-piece comes highly 
recommended (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Brother Cane "Wishpool" (Virgin. did somebody say Virgin?). “How many times have | said to myself 
things means nothing to me." asks Brother Cane singer on the beginning of "Where Was | To Know.” 
| couldn't agree with him more (CD)-Bazini 


The Bruisers "The Authorized Bruisers 1988-1994" (Cyclone. 24 Pheasant Run. Merrimack, NH 
03054). This CD compiles another one of New England's finest. The Bruisers. | had no idea that these 
guys have been around for so long. | like these guys just because of the simple fact that they 
persevered So many poison pens tried to unleash some venom and take these fellas out and they 
kept going strong. The only exception of course was their guitarist Rick was killed. which sends chills 
down my spine. | mean from middle school to the current day. | have so many people threatening my 
life day in and day out, you never know.. This CD is good stuff. 28 tunes which like | said compile 
everything these guys have ever put out The first time | took notice of these guys was when American 
Night came out because all the PC police were in a hoopla because the band sounded “scary” and 
“intimidating”. That sort of judgmental nonsense carried over to Cruisin’ For A Bruisin’, a great album 
that was certainly overlooked. This is good street Rock and Roll. and this CD does the band justice. 
There's no reason not to own this. unless of course you're letting the PC police dictate all that you see 
and hear. In that case. stick to the Olivia reissues!!(CD)-Groovy 


The Bullys "Stomposition" (For info. call 718/474-7421) This was a really nice surprise! The Bullys 
are a cool Rock n’ Roll band with a earlier New York punk edge. Upbeat. with some rockin’ axe licks 
and a hyperactive rhythm section... fuckin’ upbeat and positive reveling in the life of perpetual 
adolescence. And hey. the track ‘I'm A Boy" Is right on the mark! | lost the damn bio (what else Is 
new?) but | think Marky Ramone twisted the knobs on this one. and the CD artwork is a play on those 
old salt n' pepper “composition” notebooks from school This one's a lot of fun!(CD)-Rich 


Buzzov-en’. At A Loss’ (Off The Record. POB 612213. North Miami. FL 33261). | love Buzzov-en, 
have ever since the first time | heard them. But with this record they are going through that transition 
that so many bands are trying today. Instead of doing their usual blood spitting power violence heroin 
Punk. they are infusing Sabbathy doom riffs and mixing down the vocals The record is still pure 
violence. but some of the venom is lost because they have neither perfected the new sound. nor totally 
abandoned the old sound. The fine line of both has not yet been found The record Is still good. but 
doesnt rank up with some of their earlier recordings. The next piece will be outstanding. Much like 
Clutch. they should find their happy medium. | still recommend anything by Buzzov-en, but this should 
be the last piece you pick up.(CD)-Myk 


The Candy Snatchers "Shut Your Mouth" b/w "I Wanna Be Your Boyfriend” (Junk. POB 1474 
Cypress CA 90630). Whew! Ya gotta love these guys! The A side Is a frantic. balls out 
rocker. SOMEBODY GIMME A BEER! The B side. a Ramones cover. was included on the comp Go- 
Kart put out last year. Buy this fuckface. and check out what Junk has to offer. ‘cause they put out 
some cool shit. Oh yeah -- mine's on blood red vinyl (7")-Rich 


Cash Money “Halos of Smoke and Fire’ (Touch and Go. POB 25342. Chicago. IL 60625). This 's all 
about the Blues | think Cash Money is a duo (and | think they work @ Touch n’ Go). with some guest 
appearances First off they tip their hats to Johnny Cash, Elvis Zeppelin. and ZZ Top. So if that 
doesn't give you a clue about what this might sound like. go buy an old Meatmen record from these 
guys. They probably have played with the Delta 72. but they don t sound a thing like 'em.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Catch 22 "Keasbey Nights” (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago. IL 60614). Every once in awhile. there's 
a band that might not have the most unique sound, but you can't stop praising their CD. This ts the 
case with the six-piece Ska-Punk outfit known as Catch 22 Rather than letting the guitars overpower 
the mix their horn section steers most of the songs toward a skanking-oriented crowd A weak 
comparison would be if the Bosstones had an Emo-Punk vocalist because C22 also has elements 
of Skaboom!-era Toasters. Skanking Pickle and the better veterans of the Gilman punk scene In any 
case Keasbey Nights is a fun and infectious offering that might be the best Ska-core hybrid since 
Operation Ivy's legendary Energy (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Catch Twenty-Two ‘Keasbey Nights’ (Victory POB 146546. Chicago. IL 60614). In their attempt to 
diversify their line up. Victory has signed this very talented Ska-Punk band They are more Ska than 
Punk with a Rancid/Blink 182 kind of feel. The horns are a very high in the mix. which | think does a 
great justice to the talent of the players This Is the kind of band that should follow in the foot steps 
of Less Than Jake. except they will hopefully stay independent. Thirteen songs to bop around your 
room to. and with the quality job Victory does. you should see these guys in your town any day now 
Try it. you wont be disappointed | don't even like Less Than Jake!(CD)-Myk 


Caustic Resin "The Medicine Is All Gone" (Alias. 2815 W. Olive Ave. Burbank. CA 91505) In addition 
to this being their second full-length album. it's interesting that this Boise. Idaho trio has also done a 
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split EP with Built to Spill. This is noteworthy because Caustic Resin's sound has a vibe that should 
appeal to the Built to Spill audience. Although Caustic Resin creates songs that are thicker than a 
telephone book and move at a lethargic pace, they utilize the slower tempo to allow the listener to get 
the full impact of their complex and emotional arrangements. Since they rarely step away from a 
seemingly bong-induced mode, Caustic Resin epitomizes a ‘70's Garage-Rock band who makes 
music for themselves and not the audience. That's a good thing, especially if they don't mind being 
college radio favorites. (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Cevin Key “Music For Cats" (Metropolis. POB 54307, Philadelphia. PA 19105). Cevin Key was a 
member of Skinny Puppy and is now a member of Download. This is his first solo record. On this 
record Mr. Key gives us more of the crazy electronic music that he is known for, and that his fans 
expect. This is way too out there for NIN and Ministry fans. This album also lacks the guitar driven 
punch that Godflesh and Pitchshifter fans look for. Mr. Key has created an album that has the same 
weird sounds and obscure song structures cf Skinny Puppy, but doesn't have the sonic harshness of 
his previous band. This is a relatively easy record to listen to, but it is by no means a mainstream 
"Industrial" or "Electronica" record. If you like underground electronic or experimental music, this is 
a must.(CD)-Mr. Hymson : 


Chixdiggit! “Born On the First of July" (Honest Don's POB 192027. San Francisco. CA 94119). So 
what if these guys are another Ramones rip-off? Chixdiggit! rocks just as well as the Ramones, 
Jawbreaker or 30 Amp Fuse any day. Born On the First of July is full of smokin’ two-minute Power 
Pop punches. “Chupacabras" has a chorus suspiciously similar to Steve Miller's "Abracadabra", but 
heck, there's fun to be had with "Quit Your Job” and "My Girl's Retro.” As always, Chixdiggit! scores 
extra points for their clever band name and caricatures on the CD sleeve.(CD)-Kenyon 


Clutch “Elephant Riders’ (Columbia. 550 Madison Ave, New York. NY 10022). Gone are the Earache 
days of grinding motor Hardcore; it's been replaced with an amazing stoner doom Sabbath type 
sound The last record was weird and awkward. This record has found that sound they were trying for 
previously. There is some funk to the doom, and a Sabbathy groove to the funk. The vocals are much 
cleaner than any previous release, but with this new sound | think it is for the better. Clutch is now 
more for the Nebula/Acid King/ Orange Goblin fan than for the Logical Nonsense/ Earache crowd. A 
finely crafted piece nonetheless. (CD)-Myk 


Coalesce "Give Them Rope" (Edison. POB 42586. Philadelphia. PA 19101-2586). | know a lot of 
people who love this band. I'm not one of them. Coalesce play mid-tempo heavy Hardcore that 
reminds me of old Fudge Tunnel mixed with the jazzy musicianship of Today Is The Day. The only 
problem is that none of their ideas grab me. You can listen to the whole album and not remember one 
riff you heard. Guys, play some riffs in 4/4 time, put on the first Sheer Terror record, and understand 
that brutality and catchiness can be simultaneously achieved. | must admit, this is much better than 
their split with Napalm Death.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Come On Thunderchild (PC Music. 711 8th Ave.. San Diego. CA 92101). Bluesy Rock with balls! 
This is the album that the Rolling Stones should have put out. It's simply Rock and Roll, and | like 
it!(CD)-Bazini 


Converge “Petitioning the Empty Sky” (Equal Vision. POB 14. Hudson. NY 12543). What can | say 
about this? This is nothing short of a masterpiece. Eleven tracks of previously material that is a must 
own for all the Hardcore Metal heads. This kicks off with “The Saddest Day,” a wonderful seven 
minute song that packs more licks than my friggin' dog. Regardless of how much | praise this record, 
it doesn't compare. | can't do it justice. It's just that | think this is one of the greatest records | have ever 
heard. Nuff said?(CD)-Marc 


Covenant “Nexus Polarus” (Nuclear Blast. POB 43618. Philadelphia. PA 19106). A Who's Who of 
Black Metal combine to produce one of the finest side projects ever. Members of Dimmu Borgir, 
Cradle of Filth, Mayhem, and Arcturus, put forth a blast beat laden melodic piece that is extremely 
compelling Not so much Black Metal in a Mayhem vein, it is more like the keyboard filled Cradle 
style, but the members dont even call it Black It is past that, as keyboards was a progression from 
Black Metal. this is the next progression. The best players of their given instrument just play top notch 
melodies. an almost dark version of Mercyful Fate. No matter what the name of this music is, it is dark 
and heavy, and the players are talented beyond words. One of the best records of the year (CD)-Myk 


The Chinese Millionaires "Detroit Double Cross" (Rip Off. where's the address ?) This fuckin’ rules... 
this is of the best records of the year without a doubt. My mom says they've got good rhythm and it's 
Rock 'n Roll, which | totally agree with here. Blazing guitar with great built-up chorus parts. The 
opening track, "Doll Collector." is the best opening track I've heard in ages. | can't get enough of this. 
Blazing all out balls to the wall riot inciting Punk Rock. It's a'"10" out of "10" baby. Turn this shit up 
loud in the hot rod and cruise ‘cause it's the shit. Nuff said (LP)-Spag 


Cream Abdul Babar "The Backwater of Masculine Ethics" (AAV. 1350 Mahan Dr. #E4. Ste. 203. 
Tallahassee FL 32308) A bit about Tallahassee -- they have this group of young adults (ages 20-25) 
who own and operate this club down there called Cow Haus, and it's awesome. They are the coolest, 
nicest people there. Every time I'm there | have the best time. A pint of Guinness is only $1.75, and 
if you're in a band it's half price! It makes you want to live down there. But Tallahassee, besides that, 
isn't really that exciting. But the same people who run the Cow Haus also have a label started up 
called AAJ Records. releasing bands from the Tallahassee area. Kind of like a Dischord thing. with 
that said, this is tough shit They can take on any NYC Hardcore band, and to beat the NYHC bands 
down. it's even got a trombone. .no fool Ska trombone either, it's like the Cows’ bugle. It makes its 
presence known. This is a Hardcore AmRep style noisy band. Most of the songs start to blend, but 
most Hardcore does that. Not for the weak.(CD) Jack 


Crimpshrine "Duct Tape Soup CD" (Lookout) | thought Crimpshrine was never going to put out a CD? 
Anyway here's a CD of their album | think. Anyway it's dated and sounds like Jawbreaker. You know 
all that San Fran. late ‘80s Gilman thing I'm not much of a fan nine years later. but at that time | would 
have liked it a lot more (CD)-Spag 


Cursive “Such Blinding Stars For Starving Eyes’ (Crank ATU. 1223 Wilshire Blvd #173. Santa Monica. 
CA 90403) Really dynamic and abrasive Emo. with some twitched vocals. This is a must for fans of 
very dramatic music. Mostly slow tempo. with an in and out distortion thing. The vocals are kind of off 
key. as well as some of the guitar solos. but they give this band a real unique character. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Curve "Come Clean" (Universal. 1755 Broadway. New York. NY 10019) | think this is one of the few 
records to get the balance between shoegaze. wall of sound guitar noise. electronica and trip hop 
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right. Giving a respectful nod to all the aforementioned genres Curve make what | feel to be a 
triumphant return with Come Clean The record packs a nice amount of wallop. which should smack 
some of the groups powder puff followers on their rumps and left in a state of alienation Nothing for 
nothing. when something this good comes along. you have to say good riddance. | think the tune 
“Beyond Reach" perfectly represents what I'm getting at, and if | were to choose a tune to release as 
a single that would be it Man ‘o man, it's 1998. Curve are back, and it's great to see that they're here 
now rather then stuck back in 1992. where some of their goof ball old schoo! followers would want 
them. You want a good record? Buy this!!!(CD)-Groovy 


DolisHead “Frozen Charlotte" (MCA. 70 Universal City Plaza. Universal City. CA 91608). The ‘90's 
template for commercial success requires a good guitar sound for the Rock crowd, add a funky 
breakbeat to appeal to the electronica scene, and then top it off with a captivating female vocalist, e.g. 
Garbage. Mono, Morcheeba and Portishead If this is the award winning formula, then keep your ears 
open for DollsHead Although this duo incorporates the aforementioned elements, they're not 
necessarily derivative of their precursors As testimony, Sierra Swan's vocals have their own identity. 
while the music intertwines some ethnic elements that haven't surfaced since Loop Guru's last album. 
At the end of the day. you still have a polished major label offering trying to milk a familiar 
blueprint-they just happen to milk it well. (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Doormats "Edge of Insanity” (Cold Front POB 8345. Berkeley. CA 94707). Well. Bil McRackin plays 
guitar, bass and backup vocal on this with some Dan guy on vocals and with Rollie, the Goalie, on 
drums. Thirteen Punk Rock tracks with whiny noisy guitar work. Nothing like the McRackins Vocally 
much more angry and meaner. Really cool fast. The last two songs were recorded in ‘86. and have 
that awesome '80s Reagan years HC sound. | wish the whole disc sounded that dated. but the other 
41 tracks hold up anyway. Cool.(CD)-Spag 


The Dragons "Cheers To Me" (Junk. POB 1474. Cypress. CA 90630). Hoist a beer and salute this 
fucker! Once again this San Diego based quartet has created another chord driven. balls to the walls 
classic which is filled with ultra catchy tracks such as "Fade" and “Saturday Nite Ups 'N' Downs" 
which feature raspy yet smooth vocals. infectious choruses and Blues tinged riffs which will bring to 
mind groups like the ‘70's era Stones and the New York Dolls. Originality does prevail on this effort, 
and if you haven't heard these guys yet you're a lost soul in need of a Dragons fix. By the way, the 
drunken old man on the cover looks a little bit like a cheesy version of Archie Bunker.(CD)-Alex 


Electric Frankenstein "Clock-Wise" b/w "Frustration" (Junk. POB 1474. Cypress. CA 90630). These 
guys consistently write great adrenalized Rock n' Roll tunes. and the A side doesn't disappoint. The 
B side is a Crime cover. and though I've never heard the original. it still rocks. These guys rule! On 
clear wax.(7")-Rich 


Enthroned ‘Towards The Skullthrone Of Satan” (Blackend/Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. Suite 302. 
Simi Valley CA 93065). One of the true followers of the Metal word. Enthroned's drummer even 
committed suicide because he couldn't stand living in a Christian world. Now, with fill in drummer 
from Asphyxia. Enthroned have produced a bludgeoning piece of Satania. A twin guitar attack in the 
Black Metal vein of the early 90s. with no keyboard fill ins and a voice that sounds like it gives blood 
at the end of a performance. This !s a great portrayal of what once was. and what many feel is the one 
true Metal sound. A classic record for those of the true faith (CD)-Myk 


Error Type: 11 (Some. 405 W. 14th St #3. New York. NY 10014). Wow! This Is the first full-length 
by a band that includes members from some notable L.|. bands. Mind Over Matter (Artie Shepherd) 
and Clockwise (Phil Hanratty). This is more of an Indie Rock with edge kinda thang, invoking the 
ghosts of Quicksand, and sometimes even Headhunter bands past simultaneously. This ts really radio 
friendly. but more by accident than by design ultimately, it's VERY noisy. VERY melodic. and VERY 
good . it's nice to see these guys daring such a big step forward. Included in the full-color CD insert 
are lyrics and liner notes explaining each song's impetus.(CD)-Rich 


The Erotics "Born to Destroy" (Cacaphone. POB 6058. Albany NY 12206). These guys look like a 
bunch of idiots but they play snotty bullshit dirty Punk Rock. My mom said they stink and should give 
up the guitars and get jobs. |, on the other hand. think eventually it will happen anyway ‘cause no one 
is going to give a rat's ass about them anyway (CD)-Spag 


Everdawn “Poems Burn The Past" (Death/Invasion. 2828 Cochran St. Suite 302. Simi Valley. CA 
93065) This is probably the most original of all the Invasion bands While they too have the regional 
stigma, they don't pigeonhole themselves. Hints of 680's German Speed Metal. ATG vocals. and early 
680's British Grindcore, Everdawn has come up with a nice mix. All this variety while still holding onto 
a basic Death Metal structure. makes this a nice find by a fairly unknown band. The CD also visually 
sticks out as the most interesting. Books. guns. flowers. skulls and variations of what appears to be 
Odins head. make it the least easy to judge by the cover This is the band that would be lost to the US 
market without deals like the one Death has been working. For all the Invasion CDs brought in that 
are not quite top quality. this is the one that makes it worth while | like Invasion. and though not all 
bands can be the legendary members of Gothenburgs elite. but they are consistent and worth the 
listen. Especially Everdawn. (CD)-Myk 


Evil's Toy “Illusion” (Metropolis. POB 54307. Philadelphia. PA 19105). Evil's Toy creates bouncy yet 
spacey electronic music. | really like the sequencing, and keyboard patches..a combination of 
swirling patches with aggressive programming Oh yeah. the vocals sound evil (CD)-Bazini 


Foil "Spread it all Around" (Mute 140 W 22nd St. New York. NY 10011). Scotland has exported plenty 
of bands to the American market. but few sound as American as Foil However. it's not just that they 
sound American. but they sound like the Pixies. sans Kim Deal. Granted. they're not complete 
deadringers on this debut offering. but the influence Is definitely present. Foil might still be a few steps 
down from having their own identity platform. but their catchy eclectic guitar-driven songs are bound 
to win over fans in the Seattle scene Of course. when Hugh's vocals hit the cleaner patches, his 
accent becomes accentuated. resulting in an interesting hybrid that could best be described as 
Scottish Garage Rock (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Future Bible Heroes "Lonely Days” (Slowriver. Shetland Park. 27 Congress St. Salem. MA 01970) 
It's hard to approach this CD. for a few reasons The group's influences definitely shine through on 
this. and they happen to be bands and artists that | liked For instance the title track sounds like Twist 
of Shadows era Xymox. particularly the tune “Imagination.” The tune “Hopeless” sounds like it could 
have easily been a harmony that was intended for Mark Almond. so needless to say. It was very 
catchy and pleasing to the ear This is all good stuff that makes me teary eyed and tad bit nostalgic 
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of the music that shaped my early youth. Then | quickly remember how brutally miserable | was during 
those years and that feeling fades, fast! Regardless, Future Bible Heroes are a really decent band. 
‘80s in the '90s isn't so bad, as long as the minds behind the music keep it artsy and smart!(CD)- 
Groovy 


Garotos Podres "Arriba! Arriba!" (Fastd dNo Loud. Apart. 13037 1019. Lisba Codex. Portugal). This 
is Brazilian Ska Punk, sort of in the Asian Man Records family style. The vocals are gruff, but have 
a Hardcore type gang chorus. Lotés of Ska break guitar lines make this very happy bouncy. All lyrics 
are in Brazilian, and there are no liner notes (CD)-Myk 


Gary Numan “Exile” (Cleopatra. 13428 Maxella Ave #251. Marina Del Rey. CA 90292). Forever 
pigeon-holed as a one hit wonder for "Cars", Gary Numan sheds his past with a solid contribution to 
the dark wave of the ‘90s. Going back to his gothic roots, Numan establishes what Siouxsie and the 
Banshees were at their best and what Curve can only strive to accomplish. The haunting vocals on 
tracks such as "The Angel Wars” and “Innocence Bleeding" set the standard for Exile's mood, 
supported by dismal drum machines “Dead Heaven" and "Dark" are ambient versions of early Nine 
Inch Nails, using the prevalent theme of pain and suffering. Though his influence on today's 
Techno-Rock can by felt throughout the record, Numan limits himself by writing redundant choruses. 
However. the bonus live track, “Down In the Park," is evidence that Numan can pull off his studio act 
on stage, leaving little doubt that he is a true pioneer of electronic music (CD)-Kenyon 


Gasoline (Estrus. POB 2125. Bellingham. WA 98227). Jap-o-phonic blazing Punk Rock with high 
energy screams and Mike Maker backups. It's what you would expect from Japan and Estrus. Dirty 
guitars like Guitar Wolf, which with the help of Tim Kerr, is a plus. Screaming broken English like 
Teengenerate. It's just dirty and fuckin’ punk. Great | swear. Totally bar drinking tunes. Love this 
shit (LP)-Spag 


Gates Of Ishtar "The Dawn Of Flames" (Death/nvasion. 2828 Cochran St.. Suite 302. Simi Valley. 
CA 93065). The first thing | must do is criticize the cover. The artist that did it is the worst Michael 
Whelan ripoff of all time. Not only does he bite his style, but it is a collage of old MW covers, such as 
Cirith Unfgle. That being the worst part of the record, letés go on to the music. This is totally Swedish 
Death Metal in the vein of At The Gates. The vocalist is a little more Black Metal sounding, while the 
guitarists are not quite as proficient as ATG. There are far more mellow parts on this, and the band 
visually is more Goth looking. As a whole, this is an album that will hold your attention, while not 
totally sounding like someone else. A nice piece, especially with the loss of bands like ATG. A 
younger generation keeping Death Metal alive (CD)-Myk 


Gaunt "Bricks and Blackouts" (Warner Bros. 3300 Warner Bivd.. Burbank. CA 91505-4694). For the 
fast rockin’ band that put out one CD on Amphetamine Reptile and a couple on thrill Jockey, this is 
a disappointment of sorts. For one, they slowed down a whole lot. Less Punk Rock n’ Roll, more 
poppy Rock a la major label Still, if you're a huge Gaunt fan you'll like it (CD)-Dr. Deathray 


Ghoti Hook "Banana Man" (Tooth and Nail. POB 12698. Seattle. WA 9811 41-4698). For some reason 
this band has a fascination with bananas. The first track is called "Banana Man” and inside they have 
pictures of each band member eating bananas. and the front cover and back is a guy dressed in a 
banana suit. Besides the banana fetish, this band is very Bad Religion sounding with touches of 
Weezer here and there. It's not bad, this is also nice Punk Pop Rock for people who like this sort of 
thing. The lyrics are very middle of the road, nothing political or threatening, just there (see Nimrods 
review for music "just being there’). | really hated the inside tray card photo. It kind of reminded me 
of that show on MTV with Alex Winter about the flying gimp. They look like that, and it's not funny. It 
makes me want to punch them. This is Bad Religion wanna be music (CD)-Jack 


Godheadsilo "Share the Fantasy" (Sub Pop. 1932 First Ave.. Suite 1103. Seattle. WA 98101). From 
the cover art you'd expect this to be a Metal album. And yes, this is a pretty heavy album, with some 
great songs (and song titles) and an eerie cover of Phil Collins “In The Air Tonight.” This is a very 
interesting piece of wax. On their third album, this duo (bass and drums) really shows that they don't 
need a guitarist, something that | had yearned for while listening to early Godheadsilo. Songs such 
as "Nap Attack" and "Bunson Over the Junson” have just the right amount of that dynamic wall of 


sound approach and covered with screaming vocals. Add one point for originality (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Grapefruit “A Study In Mumpishness” (Second Guess. POB 9382. Reno. NV 89507). Hawaii's biggest 
Punk Rock band, or maybe the only. Catchy, snappy, generic, and three-chord poppy. Some songs 
have that generic Ska sounding guitar too. Bottom line is it's just as good as their first record and it's 
just good...nothing exciting as a matter of fact. I'm bored right now so I'm moving on.(CD)-Spag 


Hagfish (Honest Don's. POB 192027. San Francisco. CA 94119). If | remember correctly, the last 
Hagfish record was on Interscope with Bill and Stephen from ALL/Descendents producing. Well this 
record has the same producers, just a different label. Who gives a fuck what label it's on, as long as 
the music is still good that's all that should matter. What we have here !s a great Pop-Punk record 
from these Texans. Not as fast as the Descendents, but then again, it's not too far from it There are 
plenty of songs about girls. The cover is of a naked girl with boxing gloves on, and by judging from the 
lyrics. these guys have taken many an ass whoopin' from women... hell, who hasn't? This record is 
good, just not as fast as the last one. (CD)-Marc - 


Herod °555" (Glass Throat. 9 Laurel PI #6. San Raphael. CA 94901) | have known Dan Herod for a 
few years. He is one of the most focused. deep, and dark human beings | have ever met. | did not, 
however. know that he was into the dark ambient power electronics scene. That is what his debut 
cassette consists of One live track from a Maine radio station, which is some of the darkest, most 
disturbing, ritualistic ambient screaming | have ever heard. You would think the demons themselves 
came forth from this man’s throat. The first side of the cassette (the live track takes up the entire 
second side) is a more minimal and lyrical approach to the same end With the help of Kelley, and 
the guitars of Robert. some of this reminds me of Meatloaf's spoken word, if he had been crucified 
liton fire and sentenced to damnation for all eternity This is a great first effort, and some of the most 
interesting sound manipulation you will ever get to hear (Cassette)-Myk 


Hexedene "Choking On Lilies” (Reconstriction 4901-806 Morena Blvd. San Diego. CA 92117-3432). 
The female fronted Industrial scene expands with uptempo, techno tinged Hexedene “Only Human" 
is a great tune cuz It's basic with it's distorted rhythm and sweet melody. (CD)-Bazini 


Hollow “Modern Cathedral’ (Nuclear Blast POB 43618 Philadelphia. PA 19106) Nuclear Blast has 
been putting out some of the best retro Metal in ages Hammerfall= Helloween, Primal Fear= Judas 
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Priest. and now we have Hollow. iron Maiden drenched riffs with a Queensryche type vocalist. power 
ballad heaven. Great packaging with a Cathedral painting round off this trip down memory lane. CMC 
has been releasing old band's new records to try and capitalize on the resurgence of ‘80's Metal. Most 
has been by bands that no longer have anything to offer Hollow is a new band that offers old style 
with a new outlook. and there is plenty there for the taking This 's another great release from the 
Nuclear Blast camp (CD)-Myk 


Hollow (Self-produced. http./Avww. hollow.com), This is a seven song full-length plus one live track. 
Hollow. from New York City. have been playing around the local circuit and recently got some radio 
play when this CD came out. This Is very much what they are calling the “new metal’ very Limp 
Bizkit/Korn/Machine Head. Production needs a little work, but it isn't bad for something that is self- 
produced. Very chunky with solid vocals, and a great secondary vocalist that lets very strong 
screeches out over the choruses. They sound like they would be very energetic live. and have opened 
up for the likes of Kilgore and other. (CD)-Myk 


The Humpers “Euphoria. Confusion, Anger. and Remorse" (Epitaph. 6201 Sunset Blvd.. #111 

Hollywood. CA 90028). Holy fuckin’ shit this rules! The Humpers once again put out some of the best 
blazing Punk Rock 'n Roll ever. | can't express how amazing the Humpers are. If every band was a 
good as the Humpers, the world would be a better place. Most songs blaze. like "Steel-Toed 
Sneakers.” "Kaiser Bill." "Peggy Sue Got Buried." and "You Dirty Rat.” And then there's those bar 
singalongs like "Fucking Secretaries" to lighten up the drunks. This record also features a lot of cool 
piano and horns. which enhances the Rock and Roll sound. Get this now (CD)-Spag 


Incantation “Diabolical Conquest” (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 11751). Incantation is back 
with a new full-length that is just full on. The third vocalist in three recordings and one would never 
know. They never missed a beat with bassist Dan Corchado, adding the vocals to his repertoire as 
well as second guitar. The product is a blistering °80's style German Thrash sound with a ‘90's Death 
vocalist They are tight and have the best direction they have had in years. With this recording 
Incantation could finally be a staple in that upper crust of bands that they have weaved in and out of 
through line ups. This is a solid must hear that announces the American Death scene is alive and 
kicking (CD)-Myk 


Iron Maiden “Virtual XI" (CMC. 1540 Broadway. New York. NY 10036) Against my better judgement 
| listened to the new Iron Maiden offering. something | haven't done since Fear Of The Dark. To put 
this in perspective. Iron Maiden was the first band | ever saw. back in 1983. | saw them on three 
different tours, own every full-length and single up to Seventh Son. | just went cold turkey on them. 
Let's face it they sucked! Then they go and do the impossible. they get a new singer! Well, The X 
Factor got horrible reviews. and | avoided it like the plague. Virtual comes out and has this amazing 
cover. a flashback to my youth! If a cover is that good the record cant be bad. Well musically it is 
somewhat as in my youth -- Steve Harris. Dave Murray. and Nicko McBrain locking together to make 
some really memorable tunes. Then there is Blaze, a guy who couldn't sing his way out of a wet paper 
bag He is so bad that any qualities the music had is destroyed. He sucks. The music is good. but it 
ain't that good. and the record is a total failure. Just don't bother. Unfortunately these guys just dont 
know when to quit. The memories are good anyway. (CD)-Myk 


izzy Stardlin 117 Degrees" (Geffen. 9130 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles. CA 90069-6197). Ok so if you 
don't know who Izzy Stradlin is, does rhythm guitarist for Guns N' Roses ring a bell? | thought so 
Well, Izzy did the right thing by going solo This album actually rocks. Great Rock n’ Roll tunes, a 
couple of surfy ones, and even a few punky songs. And if you care. Duff McKagan plays bass on most 
tracks (CD)-Dr. Deathray 


James tha "Let It Come Down" (Virgin. does it really matter?). Excuse while | remove my “politically 
correct" facade: uugghhhh... ahhhhhhhhh... -aartrggghhhhhhhhhhh [a clump of skin that resembles 
Bazini now lays on the side of his computer / a new. racist redneck version has been exorcised and 
begins to type]. James Iha is the Chinese guy from Smashing Pumpkins (CD)-Bazini 


The Iceburn Collective "The Power Of The Lion” (lceburn, POB 5232. Huntington Beach. CA 
92615-5232). Picture John Mcglaughlin/ 70's Mahavishnu era meets Kronos Quartet directed by John 
Zorn and his futuristic Jazz idealogy. Now if you can imagine this, you will love this record. That 
description might only be true for only parts of this CD. but there are hints of just about anything and 
everything in here. The best way to describe Iceburn is a Hardcore band that mutated into a Jazz 
band. Seven tracks here. no names for any of them. and they average out to 10 minutes each. Also 
included is a self description of "Raw Material Structures and Residual Improvisations”. The feel and 
volume are very dynamic. to the point where you might even forget this is playing . but only briefly 
Iceburn continues to be one of my favorite bands who continue to release outstanding records (And 
oh yeah..| don't like Firon. their first record) (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Jack Brewer and Bazooka "Elysian Intervals" (New Alliance. POB 1389 Lawndale. CA 90260) 
Beatnik Jazz/poetry combo which has a sort of '50s/Keuroac thing At times this can be mono-toned 
but other times there's a really groovy back beat that, (well basically) grooves and makes you want 
to get one of those funny beanies, grow a goatee. snap yer fingers and say. "Yeah daddy-o." This sort 
of reminds me of that band Cake, but just in the way of the vocals (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


The Jesus Lizard "Blue" (Capitol. 1750 Vine St Hollywood. CA 90028) The band that once had me 
addicted has just worn off The Jesus Lizard really disappointed me with this release. The energy and 
ability of this band is gone. Ever since their major label debut. the Lizard have lost a great deal of the 
thunder and talent that made them stand out in the indie world Blue is a very inconsistent album 
Maybe two or three songs really grabbed me by the throat while the rest of them could easily be 
throwaways. or tunes to later be forgotten. This disc Is more or less boring. and the band's preference 
for industrial dance beats has me knowing of what to expect on the next release. if they are even 
together for another release (Cassette)-Lloyd 


Jimi Hendrix Experience ‘BBC Sessions (Experience Hendrix c/o MCA. 70 Universal City Plaza 
Universal City. CA 91608) What can a kid born exactly four years to the day after Jimi burned his 
guitar at Monterey say about this legend? Not exactly as much as this compilation of radio and 
television broadcasts can. Alternate live versions of classic songs Songs | ve never heard live. even 
amongst the 100 plus bootlegs | own. There's an amazing booklet of unreleased photos and even 
jams with Stevie Wonder This could be the finest collection ever of what is the “true Jimi Hendrix 
No overdubs. classic guitar solo experimentation. and covers of some of the greatest artists ever. This 
two CD set contains 30 tracks. 17 which originally made the Ryko CD called Radio One. and 13 tracks 
that have never been released on CD before’ On top of this it includes many of the introductions that 
had been previously omitted and even Jimi's appearance on the LuLu show in which he breaks from 
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“Hey Joe” calls his own music garbage and then does a tribute cover of “Sunshine Of Your Love” to 
the recently disbanded Cream. This is a must own for everybody! This is maybe the punkest record 
| own. After all, where do you think playing fast and using feedback came from?(CD)-Myk 


Johnny Socko "Full Trucker Effect” (Asian Man, POB 35585, Monte Sereno. CA 95030-5585). White 
trash Ska. Yes, it's true. Ska, a music that originated in the tropical climes of Jamaica, has now, 30 
or so years later, moved to white trash middle America. This so-called "third wave" Ska has taken over 
the Midwest. Johnny Socko kicks out 21 catchy, upbeat Ska numbers that remind me of Bim Skala 
Bim with a lot of the Less Than Jake Ska sound. Even though the market is swamped with these “not 
so Ska" Ska bands, this band is better than most. My favorite track here is the midtempo "Next Big 
Thing." Funny, but | said a million times three years ago that new Ska would be "the next big thing,” 
and once again, | was right. Hee hee hee. (CD)-Spag 


The Kent 3 "Peasant Musik" (Super Electro. POB 20401. Seattle. WA 98102). Very interesting, very 
cool, simple garagy twangy guitar work. Vocally it's catchy melodic-type stuff. | like this disc a lot more 
than the 7" | own. Picture how strange this may sound: Devo, Servotron without the electronic surf, 
and Fred Schneider mixed up and played in a garage. | don't know, I'm on crack.(CD)-Spag 


Kilara “Funeral Fix’ (Rhetoric. POB 82. Madison, WI 53701) Kilara play what they call “Southern Fried 
Metal” and | would be hard pressed to come up with a better term Including the drummer from Avail 
and the guitarist from Alabama Thunder Pussy, these guys just crush! Tuned down, slow, power 
violence with more of a Skynyrd feel than that of Neurosis or Black Sabbath. This is the kind of thing 
that Man's Ruin would cream over and that Cathedral should take lessons from. A great blend of 
music that many people believe should be together in the first place. | personally am not much for 
Southern Rock but there is just enough in here to make this one of my favorite new discs in 
ages. (CD)-Myk 


Kill Your Idols "4 3/4 Inch CD" (None Of the Above Music. POB 654. Farmingville. NY 11738). OK, 
so everyone knows that | love KYI more than the average bear. | book their tours, do interviews with 
them, hell, | even take my own band out on the road with them. does that mean that | can't give them 
an honest review? Hell yeah | can, and if you disagree with me then go fuck yourself. This band 
continues to work hard and tour endlessly. Nothing compares to KYI live, and most of this disc 
contains live material. After the first eight studio tracks, there are about 20 live songs recorded at NYU, 
a show in Richmond. VA and also at CBGB's. The music as fast and melodic and, in my opinion, 
these guys are a true "Hardcore" band This isn’t LIHC screamy Metal, this is as good as it gets when 
it comes to our local scene. This is Hardcore at its finest. Pick up a CD from the address above, or 
get one from the band when they come through your town; knowing their schedule, it should be soon. 
This is a fuckin’ classic!!!!!(CD)-Mare 


Lord Sterling “Your Ghost Will Walk" (Chainsaw Safety. POB 260318. Bellerose. NY 11426-0318). 
This 10 track effort features yet another Emo/indie Rock band that dishes out angst ridden vocals, odd 
time signatures and noisy yet valuable guitar riffs which help towards enhancing this blistering unit. 
Not bad. but | think I've heard this blend of herbs and spices before. Fans of bands like Silkworm and 
Endpoint will be able to extract some stimulation from this disc.(CD)-Alex 


Los Gusanos (Mayhem. 285 West Broadway. Suite 300. New York. NY 10073). Well, well this ain't 
too bad. Ex-Ramoner CJ Ward's new band dishes out some Blues based, straight forward Hard Rock 
mixed with some punkish elements to it. No, Los Gusanos is not The Ramones Part 2, however 
certain chord progressions and beats may remind you of them. Guitars, vocals, and everything else 
sound energetic. yet unfortunately none of the songs here got stuck in my brain -- maybe it was last 
night's drinking Anyhow, Los Gusanos deserves no comparisons ‘cause these guys possess their 
own sound. but for goodness sakes, the hooks need to be unearthed. Maybe next time around. (CD)- 
Alex 


Lycia "Estrella" (Projekt, POB 166155. Chicago. IL 60615). The ultimate Goth band returns. Slow, 
depressing. melodic. and relaxing are all adjectives that describe Lycia. Buy all their albums and throw 
out all your Sisters Of Mercy albums (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Madball “Look My Way" (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York. NY 10012). Madball is back with a 
new line-up and 12 new tunes for their massive crowd. This line-up includes John of Mind Over Matter/ 
Neglect fame, and is trimmed down to one guitarist. The record as always is in your face and full of 
chunk. The vocals are filled with anger and the members are tight as shit. The one problem that 
always comes about with a Madball record (as did with their forefathers AF) is the record is so short 
But hey, most early Hardcore records could fit on the side of a 60 minute cassette Madball fans will 
not be disappointed, and unlike bands such as Earth Crisis, Madball has not allowed their Metal 
influences to totally over run the recording. Destined to be a classic of the 90's scene (CD)-Myk 


Magnet "Which Way’ (PC Music. 711 8th Ave.. San Diego. CA 92101). Whoa! | put this baby on not 
knowing what to expect and then boom fuzzy pop tunes with an Indie Rock feel. Every song is 
anthem-like and jam packed with catchy melodies If Oasis is your bag, throw Magnet on hi fi instead 
Too bad this is an EP. Which Way leaves you wanting more (CD)-Bazini 


Makeup "In Mass Mind" (Dischord. 3819 Beecher St NW. Washington. DC 20007). All right all you 
Indie Rock thick glasses-bowling-shirt-gas-station-uniform wearin’ fags, it's time for yet another 
incredible disc from the Makeup. I'm not a geek with the gas station look but | know good stuff when 
| hear it. This. in case you don't know. has lan Svenonius of the Nation of Ulysses singing. It's very 
cool and very weird. It's one of the only bands today that are hard to grasp. No band | knows of sounds 
like them. but | always think of them as some ‘60s religious cult who spread their messages by 
playing fucked up melodic music with Prince preaching over it. It's just totally great, bottom line (CD)- 


Spag 


Martinis (The Martinis. 10061 Riverside Dr #330. Toluca Lake. CA 91602). Although the Martinis 


* don't consider this to be their "official" release because it's not on a label, this is still better than a lot 


of the signed "talent" that's clotting the market. One of the aspects that's hard to hide is the distinct 
guitar sound of ex-Pixies' riffmaker, Joey Santiago. “Paper Doll.” for example, has a chorus that 
could've been appropriated from an unreleased Pixies hit. Fortunately. frontwoman Linda Mallari 
doesn't try to ape Kim Deal and there's no Frank Black After a thorough listen. it's safe to say that the 
Pixies edge doesn't overpower their own identity, and that they have the potential to be just as popular 
with the right push (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Mary Lou Lord "Got No Shadow" (Work. 2100 Colorado Ave Santa Monica. CA 90404). Thanks to 
Mary Lou. her song titled "Some Jingle Jangle Morning" serves as the perfect one-line description of 
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Got No Shadow, Lord's full-length debut. Atop a jangly guitar style cultivated during her days as a 
subway busker, Lord exhibits a raw, yet warm Hatfield-esque voice Whether this rubbed off from her 
earlier collaborations with Juliana or vice-versa, can probably be solved with a little research. but who 
cares? Rather than doing this album completely on her own. Lord enlisted the aid of an abundance 
of guest musicians, including Shawn Colvin. Elliot Smith. Money Mark. and Nels Cline. The most 
notable contributor. however. is Lord's co-writer, Bevis Frond's Nick Saloman. Contrasting with Lord's 
earlier stripped down material, Got No Shadow's guest musicians add noticeable flesh to her acoustic 
bones. Unlike the passion-robbing effect a full band had on Brenda Kahn's career, Lord manages to 
maintain her individual edge. keeping her folky riffs in the forefront. Of course, this release would 
probably be bumped from a B to an A grade if was just her and a guitar (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Mata Ratos “Suck This" (Fast dNd Loud. Apart. 13037 1019 Lisba Codex. Portugal). Portuguese Oi 
music. Now there is a concept! These guys are actually really talented and the cover is really funny 
The biggest problem with the disc is the language barrier. Many of the vocals are in Portuguese and 
you donét know what theyére talking about. The music rocks and is very upbeat. very much in the 
Cock Sparrer vein. Same story as always with this label. A great release if you can find it here. and 
well worth the search.(CD)-Myk 


McRackins "Live In Madrid" (One Louder. POB 1 NW. Newcastle-Upon-Tyne NE99 1NW. UK). Wow. 
| mean, WOW! What a live record! Twenty songs live from one show in Madrid. and two radio session 
tunes. This pup includes some of the McRackins' best numbers like "Colorado Van Crash." “Robbed,” 
"Willy Killigan." and "Mickey and Mallory.” Each song is played fast and sloppy. The eggs were a little 
wasted. and it shows more and more as the disc goes on Twenty great Pop Punk classics played 
to perfection. One of their best releases (CD)-Spag 


McRackins "Too Tough to Die" (Clearview. 2157 Pueblo Dr.. Garland. TX 75040). Wait... This is not 
out yet. Yes. this is a continuation to the Ramones cover albums. This wax will be available this 
summer and should be picked up fast for two reasons One. it will be rare. And two, most important, 
is ‘cause it rocks just like the original. Bil McRackin has done a great job covering this record. Even 
the fast songs like "Wart Hog" and "Endless Vacation." | hear from Bil the cover art is going to be 
special. Can't wait for my copy. Good job. (Advanced CD burned specially for me from DAT)-Spag 


Mercyful Fate “Dead Again’ (Meta/ Blade. 2828 Cochran St. Suite 302. Simi Valley. CA 93065). Here 
is my biggest. and for the most part only, problem with this record. There are only two original 
members from Mercyful Fate still in the band. Granted, those two members wrote most, if not all, the 
music and that holds true for this record as well. Do we need two bands? Mercyful Fate and King 
Diamond? Come on Hank. just join the band and stop all this foolishness. The Fate records are 
always the better of the two and they always both come out the same year If you focus on one band 
you could do a record a year that is superior to both. Once again. King's vocals baffle the listener 
After all this time how can he keep it up? Has he even heard of aging? Maybe this Satan thing has 
something to it after all. The music is that same great guitar-laden stuff we have come to expect from 
Hank Sherman. Mercyful Fate once again proves they are here for the long run and are not trend 
followers. but setters, and have been so since day one (CD)-Myk 


Method 51 (PC Music. 711 8th Ave. San Diego. CA 92101). Method 51 is a trio that's easily as heavy 
as Machine Head but ruin the mix with sellout Rap vocals. Don't get me wrong, there's a lot of brutal 
yelling (and the music is cool) but! think the Rap/Metal hybrid is very tired. But hey. what the hell do 
| know? This shit sells. Mindless Korn fans will eat this up (CD)-Bazini 


Midvinter "At The Sight Of The Apocalypse Dragon” (Death/nvasion. 2828 Cochran St Suite 302. 
Simi Valley. CA 93065). Another band from the Invasion Records label that comes from Gothenburg 
and sounds like Dimmu Borgir. When a band like DB comes out, many bands will be compared to 
them When a band comes from Gothenburg, they are compared to everyone. With bands like DB, 
Satyricon, At The Gates, and Dark Throne all residing in one place. it's a tough rep to live up to. 
Midvinter is a trio that has put together one powerful sounding recofd. This | feel is their downfall. 
There has got to be a huge amount of studio play. and when bands record like that they can't live up 
to it live. This is a huge problem amongst the Black Metal world. especially with all that bands that 
only exist with one or two members Midvinter is fast and has plenty of blast beats. They have the 
prerequisite keyboards way up in the mix, and they have the razor blade gargling voice. If they came 
from anywhere else they would probably be a force to reckon with, but looking at other bands from 
their area, Midvinter are just one step behind the rest.(CD)-Myk 


Mindrot "Soul" (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 17551). Heavy album. This is Mindrot's second 
full-length for Relapse. It is not too different from the first one. There are elements of Death Metal and 
Gothic music here in abundance. Imagine a cross between Type O Negative. Fear Factory, and a little 
Neurosis thrown in for good measure. The guitar sound is similar to the Swedish Death Metal sound 
that is usually associated with Entombed.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Mindrot “Soul” (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 17551) This is by far one of my favorite bands on 
Relapse. Eight tracks that last just shy of an hour. Dark. moody, with an almost ambient brutality 
Growled. mixed down vocals. which can erupt into tuneful burst of frustration. Mindrot at times 
reminds me of a less apocalyptic version of Neurosis or Logical Nonsense. with a little more focus 
on Death Metal than those two bands. The result: Mindrot is to Death Metal what Kiss It Goodbye is 
to Hardcore. (CD)-Myk 


Misery “Life Stories and Other Tragedies" (Starman Unlimited POB 1260. Lake Ronkonkoma. NY 
11779). For some reason these guys went thru pains to note they're "the original Misery" on the cover 
art. okay... This is pretty good "thug" (rapcore) sounding stuff with a heavy bottom and growled spat 
out vocals. There are words on the insert, but | don't think they're really lyrics. for instance. the words 
accompanying the track "Perfect Bitch" are simply “A very good lookin’ girl who don't mind wearing 
a muzzle." Maybe it's just a case of a vocalist being In character Not my thang. but it sounds good 
Oh yeah . this is a four song EP (CD)-Rich 


Misery Loves Co. "Not Like Them" (Earache. Suite 915. 295 Lafayette St. New York. NY 10012) 
This is nota follow up CD. This is a progression A journey into the musical minds of the two men that 
make up Misery, not the much harsher and thrashier debut that made these guys huge. This is more 
of aalterna-Nine Inch 92.3 kind of CD. It is solid for what it is. it just doesndt live up to the promise of 
the first one. This is the CD that always comes out when a band tries to find themselves and explore 
their musical integrity. Integrity they keep because it takes a lot of balls to do something like this after 
building the fanbase they did For that! give them props. | just donét much care for this new 
direction (CD)-Myk 
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Mistletones (Center Of The World. 1 329 Bon Air, Van Buren. AZ 72956). | don't want to sound nasty 
but if you're going to put money into a recording you might as well do it right, 100%. Unfortunately 
Mistletones get about 85% down nice, which is the music and the horns department. They're a pretty 
talented Ska band, and they don't bore the shit out of me like most of the crap that I've been getting 
sent to me. Unfortunately, the vocals are dry... really dry. The singer sounds like he needs a drink of 
water badly! | think a tweak of a few knobs could have corrected the vox. This could certainly be 
overlooked. but he is so upfront in the mix that you have a really hard time pretending he isn't there. 
Well, maybe next time. I'm sure these guys will be better the second time around. ‘Til then.(CD)- 
Groovy 


Morbid Angel "Formulas Fatal To The Flesh” (Earache. Suite 915. 295 Lafayette St, New York. NY 
10012). The much anticipated return of Morbid Angel, minus David Vincent, is finally upon us. The 
new vocalist does an excellent job filling the shoes of the former headman; unfortunately, as a whole 
the band cannot. Pete Sandoval, as usual, is arguably the fastest drummer in the business and makes 
up the best parts of this CD Treyds solos are stylish and extremely adept, unfortunately his writing 
is just fucking boring. The musicianship is still there, and the music is played in top notch and brutal 
form, but the riffs just suck. A step backwards, not to a time of glory, but to the land of egotism. Sorry, 
| tried to like it. (CD)-Myk 


Morbid Angel "Formulas Fatal To The Flesh" (Earache. 295 Lafayette St. Suite 915, New York. NY 
10012). By far one of the best Death Metal bands in the business, Morbid Angel are back with yet 
another disc which is loaded with extreme grind parts, trippy yet aggressive leads, and brilliant song 
structures. Unlike their last effort, Domination, which relied more on slowed down mosh type songs, 
Formulas... finds the group reverting back to their older days where they put more emphasis on speed. 
Sure there are a number of slower paced tracks which are killer to say the least, but this time around 
getting a nice dose of faster material helps diversify Morbid's overall sound. The band is without 
bassist/vocalist David Vincent, however the band's newest recruit does a fine job at filling his shoes. 
This one's a must have, | shit you not. (CD)-Alex 


Motive "I vs. the Beckoning of Darkness” (Exit, POB 263. New York. NY 10012). Well. | have waited 
a long time for this CD to come out. | always like seeing Motive live and | wanted to see if this record 
captured them in that spirit. It does so, and then some. Motive are one of the more active bands on 
LI. continuously playing shows on this boring ass sandbar. This band writes some of the most 
incredible lyrics this Island has to offer, and the band can play some of the sickest Metal you are going 
to hear. The incredible rhythm section of Pete and Ballpoint allow Ryan to run wild on guitar, and that 
he does very well. The melodies and rhythmic explosions make this record what it is, fan-fucking- 
tastic. A definite keeper.(CD)-Mare 


Moxy Fruvous “You Will Go To The Moon" (Bottom Line. 740 Broadway. 6th Floor. New York. NY 
10003). The album kicks off "Michigan Militia” with has doo-wop vocals over a hip-hop beat, and then 
breaks into nerd-rap. It's executed flawlessly, but Moxy Fruvous may seem a little too intelligent for 
their own good. | don't really know how to explain it properly except that | think my dad might get into 
this more so than myself. Overall, Moxy Fruvous reeks of The Beatles in that matter of fact way. 
Message to Moxy: go for the VH1 crowd. (CD)-Bazini 


Mungbeandemon “Unresolved” (Mungbeandemon. POB 10866. Rochester. NY 14610). These guys 
play a raging Funk/Metal/Rock hybrid. The Metal side of this is really good, with screaming vocals that 
could almost put this in a grind category and some Slayer like riffs (intro to "Sewerhead’"): The 
downfall is when the Rock side comes in; it sounds like post End Of Silence Rollins, and | won't even 
get into the Funk aspect of this. On the other hand the musicianship is top shelf.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


My Own Victim “Weapon’ (Century Media. 1452-A 14th St#324,. Santa Monica, CA 90404). | guess 
Kentucky is a little behind the coasts (like no one ever jokes about that). My Own Victim sounds like 
Biohazard when they lived in Brooklyn. Same type of muscle sound and gang vocals. Same pace, hell 
this is what Biohazard's Grey record should have sounded like. This is a little played if you ask me, 
but if you like that sound, this record is monstrous!(CD)-Myk 


Nightstick “Ultimatum” (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 17551). | thought the first CD | received 
from Nightstick was an absolute piece of shit. This new one bears no resemblance to that CD at all. 
This is doomy and filled with bass, and reminds me of a an upbeat version of Sleep. This is great and 
has a little bit of a psychedelic feel mixed down in the background. This is the other side of being 
original: sometimes you get crap. sometimes brilliance like this. Lastly, it's topped with a bunch of 
samples to get the message or idea across, at one point using the samples as the vocal for the song. 
Lunacy or genius. you decide (CD)-Myk 


Nile “Amongst The Catacombs Of Nephren-Ka’ (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 11751). Nile used 
to be on the now defunct Visceral label and had a very strong underground following. Now with 
Visceral gone. they have signed to Relapse for a more widespread audience. Thought-wise, Nile is 
similar to Mortician. Mortician's vocals are always focus on horror movies, similarly Nile’s lyrics are 
focused on Egypt and it's histories. Vocally Nile is extremely harsh. but one step above Mortician (my 
one problem with Mortician) and are perfect for their blistering array of blast beats and dismal lyrics. 
They mixin a little native music to enhance the mood, and also have a drummer that is just amazing. 
Nile is one of the best Death Metal bands | think | have ever heard. Just outstanding!(CD)-Myk 


The Nimrods “Once Again Saving The World Takes A Back Seat To A Good Beer" (Dr.Dream. 817 
W. Collins. Orange. CA 92867). This Ohio band is Punk Rock. Nothing more, nothing less. It all blends 
into each other. Some songs did stick out, with nice hooks and catchy lyrics, but do we need another 
song about getting caught masturbating? (Hence the song “Caught"). They thank a whole bunch of 
people in their CD that obviously helped them get where they are now, which is cool. But this CD 
really didn't do anything for me. it was just there, being punk, just like the other 50 to 60 CDs like this 
that | own. (CD)-Jack 


tragedy! They continue to put out some of the best Punk Rock this country has to offer. This No 
Empathy record is no different. Great catchy hooks, fast and furious lyrics, and enough energy to keep 
my foot tapping throughout the entire CD. Fifteen songs in 33 minutes with about half of them being 
previously released Overall this is a great record. and | will be playing this for many moons to 
come... (CD)-Marc 


Nocturnal Rites “Tales Of Mystery and |magination” (Century Media. 1453-A 14th St. #324. Santa 
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Monica. CA 90404). Man O War Metal! Epic. with lots of drums and complicated guitar riffs. Songs 
of vikings and battle, and thoughts of Saxon cross your mind. More retro! It is sad. yet invigorating at 
the same time. Not something | could listen to everyday, but fun every once in a while. Nowhere near 
the quality of a Hammerfall or Primal Fear, but not bad. Sort of sounds like a band trying to sound like 
a band that sounds like someone else. Example Hammerfall sounds like Helloween Nocturnal Rites 
sounds like Hammerfall. NR are highly talented musicians. but lack 100% originality They need to 
make the music a little more their own, but this is fun anyway (CD)-Myk 


Nocturnal Mortum “Goat Horns” (End. 556 S Fair Oaks Ave #101-111. Pasadena. CA 91105). This 
was my first taste of a band from the Ukraine It was a good experience | believe. The Black Metal 
prowess of this band is not as high as some of their European counterparts, but their grasp of 
traditional and folk music is top notch. The packaging is excellent, and, as always, the logo !s illegible 
The dark ambient folk parts of the record almost put this in the Projekt Records category, but that's 
torn away by the less prominent Metal riffs later. This record will probably please the In The Woods 
crowd while they await the next masterpiece Not a must own. but a quality piece and a great. cultural 
experience. (CD)-Myk 


Obituary “Dead” (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York NY 10012). Obituary was one of the first 
Death Metal bands | got into when they released Slowly They Rot. | have everything they have ever 
put out, including their demo as Executioner. This is one of the best live records | have ever heard, and 
it features John Tardy on vocals. If you like Obituary this is a must own If you like good Death Metal 
this is a must own, If you know anything about the latest Obituary tour. | would probably not pick it up 
John didn't do vocals on the last tour. A lot of people felt gypped. and they supposedly also booted 
Kiss It Goodbye off the tour because Obituary didn t have enough draw to support the two of them 
Not to mention the Rap song on the last full-length. Oh well. | cant take away the fact that a lot of 
great musicians are assholes. If you don t care about scene politics this is a great record (CD)-Myk 


Out ‘Pretty’ (Noise Pollution. POB 72189. Louisville KY 40272) Hard and heavy Blues/Punk Out are 
a straight forward band and they are tight as hell. Kind of like AC/DC meets Motorhead meets New 
Bomb Turks. Can you imagine that mix? Well here it is. It's pretty good. This also reminds me of a 
heavier Cult. This tapers off at the end a bit. but | still like it (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Pat Travers "King Biscuit Flower Hour Presents" (King Biscuit POB 6700. FDR Station. New York 
NY 10150). For people who only remember Pat Travers from the Valley Girl soundtrack cut. "LaLa 
La Love You" well then you won't care about much more about him. Pat Travers. during his time. was 
considered to be one of the better guitarist/pop song writets in the late ‘70s / early ‘80s. That is. until 
Van Halen came around, and Pat was forced into playing fairs and pig competitions. This King Biscuit 
release is only for the person who knows who Pat Travers Is. It's Rock and Roll with a bit of cheese 
on it. | would say something worse, but because | have a past history with King Biscuit. | shall 
refrain. (CD)Jiack 


Pave the Rocket "Taken In" (Deep Elm. POB. 1965. New York. NY, 10156). Kind of a reminds me 
of a mix of Quicksand and Helmet in a way. Vocals remind me of Page Hammy when he's not 
screaming and a jangly Quicksand /Sunny Day thing. Lot's of dynamics into bouncy riffs (god, | hate 
that word). This is a great Post-Hardcore (a bit too heavy to be called Emo) release (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Pissing Razors (FAD. 12358 Ventura Blvd. Suite 386. Studio City. CA 91604). Pissing Razors are 
the newest. and one of the fastest hitting. Metalcore crossover bands. With influences like Sepultura 
and Pantera easily discernable. and bands like DRI and other early crossover bands a little more 
deep, Pissing Razors are probably the next coming of Machine Head The vocals are extremely 
Cavaleraesque, while the music is more Pantera/ Life of Agony influenced. These guys will be a sure 
hit among that crowd.(CD)-Myk 


Plastilina Mosh "Aquamosh" (Capitol. 1750 N. Vine St.. Hollywood. CA 90028). When it comes to 
the Latin lingo, nobody speaks the language like Mexico's Plastilina Mosh Melding elements of 
Cypress Hill and the Beastie Boys. these Spanish and English slinging rappers deliver the crossover 
goods that made Gerardo such a hit. Of course, while Gerardo appealed primarily to the mainstream, 
Plastilina Mosh has the potential to be a hit with the homies, as well. Aquamosh is more than just a 
collection of Rap tunes, it has melodic lounge-ish instrumentals. a catchy sample-driven finale, and 
their grating sure-to-be-a-radio-hit, Rock-and-harmonica-propelled "Monster Truck”. If you feel like 
using your CD player's programming function, you can make a cool tape out of this hit n'miss 
release (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Primal Fear (Nuclear Blast. POB 43618. Philadelphia PA 19106). So you say you're an ‘80's Metal 
fan? Long hair, motorcycles. leather, and twin guitar assaults? The new Judas Priest record is leaving 
you a little flat, is it? Well look no further! This is the record that could have come out after Defenders 
Of The Faith. Shit, Ralf Scheepers sounds more like Rob Halford than Rob Halford sounded on his 
last three Priest records. This CD features blazing guitar solos with extremely complicated rhythm 
sections, and even a Metal bird on the cover that’s reminiscent of Screaming for Vengeance For all 
of you who got Hammerfall and thought, “What a great Helloween type record." Primal Fear is the 
retro band for you. A must own if you ask me (CD)-Myk 


Project Pitchfork "Alpha Omega” (Metropolis. POB 54307. Philadelphia. PA 19105). Ominous synths 
live sounding percussion and snarling vox make up Project Pitchforks' Industrial formula. Sometimes 
a synth orchestra kicks in. and everything becomes strangely melodic. (CD)-Bazini 


Quintane Americana “Decade Of The Brain" (Cherrydisc/Roadrunner Records. like where's the 
address?). Quite impressive to say the least. Quintane Americana offer a decent slab of raw, guitar 
drenched songs that are layered with punchy. hypnotic beats, creeping bass lines and an overall 
sound that reeks of hate. Imagine a more slowed down Clutch mixed with the Melvins and you get the 
idea. Sunday morning church goers should avoid this like the brutal anti-christ that it Is (CD)-Alex 


Raison Do Etre "In Sadness. Silence and Solitude" (Cold Meat. POB 1881, 581 Linkoping Sweden) 
This is atrip into the dark soundscape that whisks through caves in the gloom. This is the pulse you 
sometimes think you hear in the back of your head. This is the sound that will make you feel like 
someone is following you. It is well crafted, and it has a feeling that few pieces attain This is power 
electronics gone in reverse. and is at times tamed with gothic chants Yet another masterpiece from 
Cold Meat.(CD)-Myk 


Rancid Vat “Radio Rampage '96" (Brilliancy Prize. POB 31686. Philadelphia. PA 19147). So I've 
heard of Rancid Vat. but I've never heard them. They have been around the Northwest area for over 


Gt 


15 years. preaching the gospel of Scum-Punk. Where other bands went off to major labels 
(Mudhoney, Soundgarden) Rancid Vat stayed right where they were, for reasons that are unexplained. 
This was recorded live at WFMU on Nov. 21, 1996, and has all the feel of a live record, with funny in 
between song banter. The playing is really good, but | think they would be much better with a bunch 
of people in front of them than on the radio The vocals are really hoarse and the guitar work Is very 
Soundgarden like (or Soundgarden sounds like Rancid Vat), but it has those traces of old Sabbath 
It's not bad. | would like to hear their recordings rather than this live show (CD)Jack 


Red Expendables (Grimmwerks. 131 Park Avenue. E Rutherford. NJ 07073). | guess it was a few 
years ago that | was at the Red Expendables only show, opening for Foetus at Irving Plaza. When the 
band appeared on stage, it was Cop Shoot Cop minus singer/bassist Tod Ashley. “Cop Shoot Cop 
is no more. we're the Red Expendables," announced bassist Natz, who was by default, the "new" 
singer of Red X. This was the last time anyone has heard of this band, until now. Their only recordings 
have surfaced on an indie NJ label, and it's great! The self-titled disc was produced by Dave Sardy 
(Barkmarket) who also produced C$C's Release. Natz proves himself as a singer, and lyricist even 
more. From my understanding, this album was presented to Interscope after Tod's departure from the 
CSC. and the label dropped the band. What a mistake!(CD)-Bazini 


Scissorfight "Balls Deep" (Wonderdrug. POB 995. Boston. MA 02123). After sampling Scissorfight's 
debut Guaranteed Kill | automatically became a fanatic. Why? Well, just as they demonstrated on 
their debut, this New Hampshire based outfit cranks out some very menacing groove core which may 
bring to mind Crowbar meshed with the more rhythmic elements of Helmet. Tracks like "Stove By A 
Whale" and "Human Head" are prime examples of pure sonic ruggedness. There's plenty of crunch 
and nicely growled vocals in the mix to satisfy all of you angry at life bastards. As a matter of fact this 
disc can inspire a mosh pit in a nursing home (that is. if the Geritol is working). Bottom line: get a hold 
of this pronto!(CD)-Alex 


The Rehabs "Rock ‘n Roll Riot Act" (Just Add Water. POB 16102. Spartanburg. SC 29316). It's more 
Punk Rock n'Roll with that Gotohells and Devil Dogs sound. Good driving guitar licks with songs about 
fast cars. fast women, and, of course, cheap beer. This 14 track record holds up good to their first two 
7" records, even though the first 7" is more Ramones like then the Devil Dogs. So if you like your Rock 
‘n Roll drunk and Southern this is for you. Definitely for me. Cool shit (CD)-Spag 


Reo Speedealer (Royalty. 176 Madison Ave.. New York. NY 10016). Finally, a good release from 
Royalty. This album is great from start to finish The only problem is it's only 20 minutes long. Reo 
Speedealer play an interesting combination of Punk, Metal, and Rock that is aggressive and unique 
Imagine a cross between Motorhead and L7 with an extra dose of Metal thrown in (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Reverberation “Blue Stereo Music" (Taang! 706 Pismo Ct. San Diego. CA 92109). Now that Taang! 
has reissued the entire Spacemen 3 catalog, they needed a new band to fill the quota of droned-out 
minimalism. Reverberation fills this gap splendidly with their airy Gospel-Rock. "It's All Over Now" and 
"Blue Ensemble" light the way for the Hawaiian guitar melodies. while "Let It Blow On" treads on the 
Blues with a ruptured harmonica. Their rehashing of tremolo guitars and vox organs suit the record, 
but halfway through the disc. it is evident that Reverberation is caught in a vacuum of psychedelia. Let 
the name of the band speak for itself and don't expect anything more or less (CD)-Kenyon 


Reverend Horton Heat "Space Heater" (Interscope. 10900 Wilshire Bivd., Suite 1230. Los Angeles. 
CA 90024). So the Rev is back |'m not the biggest Rev fan, but | own a handful of his obscure 
Rockabilly Rock 'n Roll Gospel sounding records. | gained a lot of respect for the Rev when | saw him 
on an episode of Homicide (by the way, the best show on TV). The Rev cranks out some really cool 
guitar Country/Rockabilly numbers these days. If you enjoyed the last few Rev records then you need 
this one ‘cause there's nothing bad on it. There's nothing you would disagree with. It's just cool 
background music for your party. (CD)-Spag 


Ric Ocasek "Troublizing" (Sony Music/Columbia. address is listed. call up information). After 
spending time singing for the Cars and producing alternative type bands during the later years, Mr 
Ocasek has decided to put together an album that does remind me of the Cars due to the overall pop 
structures of the songs, and yes, that trademark late 70's keyboard tinkering which helps give this disc 
somewhat of a nostalgic feel. Yet, is Troublizing worth your ear's attention? Well, the answer is yes 
if you can't get enough of the Cars and their sing-a-long choruses and quirky yet simplistic New Wave 
Rock approach This CD is alright and nothing to brag about. (CD)-Alex 


Rocket From The Crypt "RFTC" (Interscope. 10900 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1230. Los Angeles. CA 
90024). RFTC is more Rock then ever. and they aren't afraid to show It With some allusions to early 
Rock icons like The Beatles ("Revolution” leads on “Break It Up") as well as those even earlier tough 
guy bands (| have no idea of any of those band names right now -- just watch a movie like the 
Wanderers). RFTC brings the music closer to the shiny bowling shirt/ greasy piled-up hair style. A 
couple of duds on this record like "Lets Get Busy" and "Lipstick" get overshadowed by songs like 
“Break It Up." "| Know." “You Got To Move." and "Dick On A Dog." It might take a bit to get used to this 
new record, but hey... it's Rocket. and if you listen with your imagination you might be able to hear a 
bit of Jehu at the beginning of "Back In The State” (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Rocket From The Crypt "RFTC" (/nterscope. 10900 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1230. Los Angeles CA 
90024). |'m starting my best of '98 Jist right now with this one as #1. Children of the unknowing... go 
out and buy every RFTC product. now They play Rock n' Roll the way it was supposed to be played 
Super catchy songs with their excellent horn section adding that extra little somethin’ to the sound 
Thirteen songs in all, and dare | say this is the best Rocket release? | do. | think. .they just keep 
getting better and better. We're talking amazing stage presence and very tight musicianship. Stand 
out tracks are: "Eye On You" (featuring Holly Golightly of Thee Headcoatees). "Break It Up" (a super 
catchy first single. lookout MTV, they're making a video for this one!!!) "Lipstick." "You Gotta Move.” 
"Let's Get Busy," and "Dick On A Dog." If you buy this CD at their shows before July 10th, it comes 
with a three song EP with previously unreleased songs After July 10th it comes with the Hot Charity 
LP. on CDUI!III(For the first time and very limited, and only at their shows) Catch them for free at the 
Central Park Summerstage July 4th with Question Mark and the Mysterians (CD)-Dr. Deathray 


Roger Miller w/ Larry Dersch ‘The Binary System Live at The Idea Room" (SST. POB 1, Lawndale. 
CA 90260) This is a great combo, pianist R. Miller (ex-Mission of Burma) and drummer L Dersch got 
together for this live performance which includes about a third of the CD containing a modified piano 
(clips and bolts) which produces a chaotic and clangy effect. Basically this is piano with drum beats 
behind it. This is a bit different but it works really well. Attendance at this event would have been really 
nice. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 
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Saint James Infirmary (Allied Recordings, POB 460683. San Francisco, CA 94146-0683). | would 
describe this as a hard edged DC styled band, with a harder feel, kind of mixed with a bit of Die 116, 
with vocals that remind me of Orange 9mm, but with a lot more screaming and without the Rap. The 
music on this CD is excellent, but | would have to say that the vocals take away from fully enjoying 
this. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Samiam “You're Freaking Me Out" (/gnition. 2112 Broadway. 6th Fi New York. NY 10023). This is my 
first exposure to this long standing band, so |'m not sure what their earlier stuff sounds like. but | 
would lump this into the Foo Fighters category. Radio friendly Pop Punk, with some good catchy riffs 
that would get really annoying when played on the radio over and over again. But let's assume they re 
not gonna be over exposed -- this is really good. If you like Foo-ish stuff. then get this. “She Found 
You" reminds me of “Turning Japanese” by The Vapors (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Sculptured “The Spear Of The Lily Aureoled” (End. 556 South Fair Oaks Ave #101-117 Pasadena. 
CA 91105). A band from Poland? | thought all they had was Vader A great mix of classic ‘80's Speed 
Metal coupled with the vocals of Emperor. add some blast beats and an almost doomy bass section. 
and you have Sculptured. | guess being locked away in Poland has given them a rarely seen 
originality. Excellent musicianship and a clever listen.(CD)-Myk 


Sentenced “Story: A Recollection" (Century Media. 1453-A 14th St #324. Santa Monica. CA 90404) 
| wasn't really excited about this record, as this is the third one | received and didn't like either of the 
first two. But | was in for a nice surprise. This is sort of a greatest hits CD and has some of their 
earliest works. The early stuff. to my surprise, was considerable better that the last couple of full- 
lengths. and they also did a couple decent covers by Billy Idol and Iron Maiden. a very strange mix. 
but decent anyway. Fifteen tracks that span 1993-1996. with sort of a moody, almost later era 
Metallica vocal sound mixed over a heavy Glam Metal guitar sound. Some of those riffs aren't bad with 
distortion. Still, not in my top 100 bands, but this is the best CD by Sentenced so far.(CD)-Myk 


Servotron "Entertainment Program for Humans" (Lookout for robots with instruments) Okay. so the 
robots are back to take over the humans sound translators. Servotron is like Devo from outer space 
Very cool. strange sound made with human instruments. It's like some Surf music from another world 
Fans of Man or Astro Man. Super Nova. Surf and Devo, will enjoy this (LP)-Spag 


Shania Twain “Come On Over’ (Mercury. 11150 Santa Monica Blvd. Los Angeles. CA 90025). If you 
mention the name "Shania" around any guy who is familiar with her. phrases such as "she's hot" and 
“td love to turn her into my flesh mattress” are not uncommon. Oddly enough. her music rarely enters 
the discussion. Shania's arrangements -- musical arrangements, that is -- expand upon the traditional 
guitar blueprint of Pop-Country by incorporating fiddles. mandolins. and accordions. Everything is 
done in a catchy enough fashion to insure a good spot on the stations that made Garth Brooks a 
minor deity. Although this review has painted a good picture of Shania, there is one major fault with 
this release -- her lyrics. A forced rhyme is when the listener can guess which word a singer or a poet 
is going to use to end each line with, and forced rhymes are quite abundant on this offering. eg. "The 
car won't start-it's falling apart/I was late for work and the boss got smart." Compounding this blue 
collar-conjuring infraction is the frequency of clichéd sentiments. Of course. these aspects are quite 
rampant in the history of country music, and even in the rock realm, e.g. Sheryl Crow's “All | Wanna 
Do," so if you're more into the rhythm than the depth. this might work for you. Lyrics withstanding, 
“That Don't Impress Me Much," with it's slight Indie-Rock riff, is the most infectious track on this 
CD.(CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Shellac “Terraform" (Touch & Go. POB 25520. Chicago. IL 60625). Holy repetition The first song is 
so long and boring it pissed me off and put me into a bad mood for the rest of the record. Please don't 
get me wrong, | love the 7"s and the album but this song, “Didn't We Deserve A Look at You the Way 
You Really Are" is fuckin’ shit. Not good shit. The rest of the record rocks in more of the Steve Albini 
style. and flows well, as it should (LP)-Spag 


The Skalatones "By Public Demand" (Sidekicks. Ostra Nobelgatan 9. SE-703 61. Orebro. Sweden) 
Ska has become rather frustrating to review as of late because it's become harder and harder to find 
an album that | like entirely. Skalatones remind me a bit of Liberator mixed with The Busters and the 
Ska-ish moments of Millencolin. The group sing in English which is a plus, and since it's not perfect 
English its make it kind of interesting, ‘cause | get a kick out of improper pronunciations and what not 
A fun. fluffy record (CD)-Groovy 


Sonic Youth "A Thousand Leaves" (DGC, Are you honestly going to write to DGC?) Only one of the 
most important bands of our generation. Sonic Youth return with a very traditional (for them) and 
experimental new album. This one is more of what you would expect from Sonic Youth. noise guitar 
all over the place, steady and clean drum beats. and Thurston Moore's unique lyrics. This is possibly 
S)'s best effort since Goo. Everyone should have at least one release from this influential and original 
band.(CD)-Lloyd 


Sonipath "Evolve" (Flatt‘em. 247 Maple Ave.. Studio 2A. Rockville Centre. NY 11570). Long Island's 
own Sonipath's sophomore effort is pretty much an extension of the band's first CD and that ain't bad. 
This band relies on sort of Funk type basslines mixed with crunch factor chords for the backbone of 
their songs. Some of it sounds monotonous yet the musicianship is tight and any listener of bands 
like Deftones and Korn will be into this. This potpourri is not my thing. yet Evolve has it's good 
points. (CD)-Alex 


Sonny Sixkiller "I'm In The Band" (Vital Cog. POB 270. Kendall Park. NJ 08824-0270). First off the 
graphics in the CD were done by the guy who does the Migraine Boy comic strip, and | love him!!! So 
right there you should be buying this. Not to drop names. but this is Kara from Mopeds new thing. So 
if you liked Moped and liked the songs with her singing, then you have it all right here for you on one 
CD. The songs are nice poppy songs that you'll be humming for weeks to come. Excellent recording 
and sounds This is definitely a keeper in the CD collection. Years from now when I'm feeling blue, 
| can put this on and feel better. Yeah!(CD)-Jack 


Soulfly (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York, NY 10012). Yeah, everybody knows this is Max from 
Sepultura's new band. You know what it sounds like? For the most part it sounds like Roots //. Well, 
that is the tracks that Max wrote exclusively. The CD also features a swarm of guests stars. members 
of Fear Factory, Dub War, Limp Bizkit, Deftones. and Cypress Hill, not to mention Roy, formerly of 
Nausea and Thorn, plays drums. Well, the problem with this CD is that the tracks with guest stars 
sound like those other bands. There is a track on here that sounds like it should have been on the next 
Dub War record. Not a bad thing, but if | wanted to listen to Dub War | wouldn't have gotten the Soulfly 
record. In a nutshell, Max's stuff. great. Guest stars: major downer Hopefully Soulfly will rely more 
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on themselves than guests next time. Half a great record (CD)-Myk 


Speak 714 "Knee Deep In Guilt" (Revelation, POB 5232. Huntington Beach. CA 92615-5232). After 
gaining a following with bands such as 411. No For An Answer, and Legendary Carry Nation, Dan 
O'Mahony offers his coherent conviction-clad voice and intelligently scripted prose to Speak 714 (the 
"714" was actually tacked on due to another band owning the name Speak...the same thing happened 
with Blink 182.) Kicking things off with a Rebel Without A Cause sample, this four-piece injects their 
pit-provoking cuts with chant along parts and a veteran-composed vibe. Although O'Mahony and his 
thugs don't introduce any new elements to the agenda-of-truth-oriented Punk template, their songs 
are still excellent examples of the genre. If you consider the Straight-Edge scene to be a home away 
from home. then this soundtrack to your life comes highly recommended (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


The Specials “Guilty “Til Proven Innocent" (Way Cool Music. POB 100, Sunset Beach, CA 90742) 
Now this is fuckin’ Skal !/IIIII Not the third wave of shit that MTV keeps shovin' down your throat. 


balls to be as political as these guys. | remember when Ska bands had something to say and the 
band | loved back int the day were the Specials, English Beat, Selector and a handful of others. | don't 
like this shit they call Ska nowadays and thanks to the Specials, maybe some of you will get a fucking 
clue. The CD | have contains three bonus tracks of "Rat Race,” "Concrete Jungle" and "Gangsters" 
that capture the Specials in their live form. This is as good as it gets when It comes to Ska, check it 
out!(CD)-Marc 


Speedboat (140 Plymouth. Apt 1-G Brooklyn. NY 11201). An overload of influence from Pavement 
and the Rentals is packed into four songs from these resourceful indie rockers. Speedboat delivers 
some catchy vocal melodies for "Big Night" and "Tim Brown." They stir in a quirky synthesizer for “1st 
Day" and throw in Swedish lyrics for good measure In "Polo Fuzz." There's a lot of talent flowing in 
Speedboat. Hopefully they'll stay afloat long enough to release a_ full length 
recording (Cassette)-Kenyon 


Stisism "Coping with Society” (Intensive Scare. POB 640338. San Jose, CA 95164-0338). Ah, some 
good old NY-style Punk Rock, the type the Continental used to have. You know, blazing guitars, great 
vocals, something you could just go wild to.. y'know, let down your guard, get hammered and dance 
like a drunk idiot to. Right up my alley. Oh wait, they're from Joisey, not NY. Same shit these 
days.(LP)-Spag 


Street Troopers "Take The Battle To The Streets" (Knock Out. Postfach 100716. 46526 Dinslaken 
Germany). Their bio says that Street Troopers came into existence as a pure joke. Why did they keep 
the joke going by releasing this? It's distributed by Cargo USA, the question is why? With song titles 
like "Street Troopers." "Be Wise,” "Oi! Against Racism," you have a general idea of what it is Jokey 
Oi/Ska music, leaning on Hardcore sometimes. But this stuff is exactly what the bio says it is, a joke 
The inside photo has the band up against a wall like in a police lineup, but their pants are low enough 
to show their ass cracks. Oh boy, I'm rolling on the floor now! Woo, the tears are coming out of my 
eyes, those jokesters! The look of this CD is very demo-like, almost photocopied, which coincides with 
the “take it to the streets attitude." You can be from the streets and still look and sound good. The 
Subhumans are a perfect example of that, and even Chumbawumba. But anyway, this Oi! wanna be 
Ska music is lame, and I'm taking it out of my CD player now.(CD)-Jack 


Suburban Hoodz “This Boy's Life" (215. 315 N. 12th St. Philadelphia. PA 19107). When the singer 
states he's "just another kid from the ‘burbs, with a white man's view, taking black man's words." he 
speaks the truth-this pack of Anglos recycle plenty of minority-popularized Rap allusions, such as 
ghetto gun lingo. and references to shorties and 40s. They also follow the trend and opt for a Punk 
backdrop (e.g. Limp Bizkit, Hed (pe). Downset), rather than drum machines and scratching. Although 
Suburban Hoodz Hardcore pretensions wear a little thin. they probably get the crowds jumping at their 
shows. With a little bit more humor and innovation, these guys will be heading in the right 
direction (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


The Suicide Machines “Battle Hymns" (Hollywood. 500 S Buena Vista St.. Burbank. CA 91521). | 
liked the last CD this band put out so that when | saw this in the overflowing UTV bin, | was a happy 
camper. There is a more Punk feeling to this than Ska which makes me happy. | am not a huge Ska 


_ fan -- well not this current wave of shit that is being called Ska nowadays -- | like the older Ska stuff, 


but to see this band playing more of the traditional fast and uptempo Punk Rock, | am glad to tell ya 
that this record is awesome. The band is tight as hell and the record packs 22 songs in 31 minutes, 
that’s fuckin’ punk rock! My faves here are "Pins and Needles" as well as "DDT"...and how the hell can 
| forget "PUNCK"? This is great.. (CD)-Mare 


Thorazine "Vicious Cycle" (Hell Yeah. POB 1975. Burbank. CA 91507). Ah... Female vocals. angry 
female vocals, quick srlappy Punk Rock. Pretty cool | might add. This disc definitely flows nice Pretty 
cool, very simple, good sound, and most of all, it's listenable, ‘cause nine out of ten times | hate 
female vox, so that says a lot. (CD)-Spag 


Tura Satana “Relief Through Release” (FAD. 12358 Ventura Bivd. Suite 386, Studio City. CA 91601) 
The band formerly known as Manhole. has taken the name of one of my favorite ‘60's sex kittens. If 
you don't know who Tura Satana Is you should just pick up the new Hanson record. PS: she isn'ta 
satanist, so don't even go there. The packaging on this record is excellent. Lot's of color and a cool 
cardboard jewel case cover. The musi¢ is more of the new Metal that so many bands seem to be 
doing right now. These guys aren't half bad at it. Even though this style is so unoriginal. TS have put 
their own twist on it with a female vocalist that was voted “most shaggable female” by both Terrorizer 
and Kerrang! Tura Satana isn't much up my alley, and I'll probably never listen to it again. The 
question is, does anybody listen to them for a reason other than Tarrie B?(CD)-Myk 


Type O Negative “After Dark" (Roadrunner. 536 Broadway. New York. NY 10012). Well. most of you 
out there know | canét stand this band. but | felt | had to put in my two cents. This is a video collection 
of the MTV stuff, some back stage stuff, and some live recordings. Type O's music still sucks, but | 
thought the video was well put together (this is really going out to the people that made the video not 
Type O) and some of the dumb shit Pete Steele says is worth a laugh. There are also some great live 
shots of Type O and Pantera having a toilet paper fight on stage during a show. Most of this is silly. 
but a lot of hard work went into the production, and | should let people know about it If you are a fan | 
of this band, you will enjoy the video. (Video)-Myk 


Ultra Bide "Super Milk" (Alternative Tentacles. POB 419092. San Francisco. CA 94141). Strange 
Noise Rock meets stranger Indie Rock. Imagine old Butthole Surfers mixed with old Sonic Youth. This 
album is pretty catchy and not too abrasive. | could see a lot of people liking Ultra Bide if they got the 
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right tour | did not hear the previous Ultra Bide album. but | know it was produced by Martin Bis! so 
I'm sure it sounds great (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Ultraviolence ‘Killing God” (Earache. 295 Lafayette St.. Suite 915. New York. NY 10012). | never was 
a big Ultraviolence fan. | didn't enjoy the Psycho Drama CD as that came out while | was interning at 
Earache. but in recent time there has been a tremendous amount of Digital Hardcore coming into the 
US, and there is now something to compare Johnny to. To start, | don't even think this is one of Mr. 
Violent's better records. That makes comparisons harder, but comparing him to stuff on the Digital 
Hardcore label or some of the stuff coming from Holland. this record is down right repetitive and 
boring. It doesn't matter how many BPM you can program. it still needs to be interesting. At least with 
Psycho Drama there was a story line to follow. A nice concept. techno opera. Killing God is just not 
up to par. compared to Ultraviolence, or anything else for that matter. Not to mention the Black 
Sabbath cover sucks. (CD)-Myk 


Unsane "Occupational Hazard" (Relapse. POB 251. Millersville. PA 17551). You might think that once 
they moved to San Francisco the music might get toned down. but the opposite occurs to bring you 
one tight and tough release. Exactly what you would expect from the Unsane This is definitely their 
best record. Bombarding beats with a non-cheesy groove and that distinct guitar. Last year's single. 
"Sick." is included on this also. And damn, this band is 10 years old.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Unwound "Challenge For the Civilized Society" (Kill Rock Stars. 120 Ne State #418 Olympia. WA 
98501). Although | wasn't ecstatic about their last release, Repetition. this has to be the best 
Unwound record to date. They are (hands down) Indie Rock's best trio (Spazz isn't in this context) 
Picture the best features of Sonic Youth (I've said that before), now mixed with a Rush influence (via 
guitarist Justin Trosper’s. who uses triads -- three note chords for non-musicians -- like Alex Lifeson) 
and you have this new Unwound release. There is a mature feel on this far beyond that of any of their 
previous releases. and it is extremely impressive difference.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


US Chaos "We've Got the Weapons" (GMM. POB 15234. Atlanta. GA 30333). Old men still trying to 
make it in Punk Rock. | believe this is the same band from years ago. It's that early '80s style British 
Punk. So spike your hair and get out your bondage pants and pogo your way to the record store for 
this one. (CD)-Spag 


VIA “A Call To Irons: A Tribute to Iron Maiden” (Owell. POB 39439 Los Angeles. CA 90039). Tribute 
records seem to be the thing to do these days. but Dwell has climbed to the top of the heap once 
again. Their Celtic Frost tribute was one of the best tribute records ever and | think that A Call To 
Irons: A Tribute to iron Maiden may even be better. By far the best song on the CD is Absu (yes, Absu) 
doing "Transylvania." But Steel Prophet, Opera IX (doing "Rime Of The Ancient Mariner’ with female 
backings) Opeth (one of my favorite bands ever) and Angel Corpse doing a just sheerly brutal verson 
of "Genghis Kahn" are just some of the parts that make the whole of this amazing record, Eleven 
tracks in total, with the weakest link being the Vital Remains song. unfortunately. A must own for all 
Metal fans, young and old. Nine out of 10! (CD)-Myk 


VIA “All Punk Rods" (Lookout for gearheads with mopors). So the lovely people at Gearhead (the best 
rag in the world) deliver with the help of Lookout, the second Gearhead comp This one is not as good 
as 500 Miles to Glory but it’s got its highs. Lots of clips from the Munsters’ "Hot Rod Herman” episode 
and tons of great bands doing numbers about drag racing. Includes the Nomads. Hellacopters. 
Quadrajets, Hi Fives. and Man or Astro Man plus a shitload of others like the Donnas. Servotron. and 
the Smugglers. Cool drag strip numbers. (LP)-Spag 


VIA “Asian Man Records Presents...Mailorder Is Fun!" (Asian Man POB 35585, Monte Sereno. CA 
95030-5585). This is a pretty cool Ska Punk comp. and it seems it was done somehow in junction 
with Fueled By Ramen, Less Than Jake's label. You get tracks by Less Than Jake. Link 80, J Church 
Discount, Let's Go Bowling, and tons more. . bouncy! Twenty nine tracks in all.(CD)-Rich 


VIA “Blackend III" (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St. Suite 302. Simi Valley. CA 93065). We lowly 
Americans have just caught up with the rest of the world in receiving the great samplers that are being 
released’ Blackend is a British label that's put out two CD samplers of all previously released material. 
This being volume three. they have really honed their skills in selecting the artists This piece is 
licensed in America by Metal Blade, and what a great job they did. This is the cream of the crop when 
you speak of Black Metal. Emperor, Enthroned. In The Woods, Mayhem. Enslaved, Rotting Christ. 
Borknagar, Dimmu Borgir, Lord Belial, Limbonic Art (from Samoth’s label) and Old Man's Child are 
just half that bands that grace this amazing collection. If you are interested in getting a good taste of 
current Black Metal giants. but aren't sure where to start. this has got to be the place. (CD)-Myk 


VIA "Blileeeeeaaauuurrrrgghhh! A Music War" (Slap A Ham. POB 843. San Francisco. CA 94101) 
AR... ca; the next installment of the infamous 7" series, brought to you by Spazz's Chris Dodge. An 
incredible 84 tracks, featuring the likes of Suppression. Melt Banana, Charles Bronson, Enemy Soil. 
Your Mother. Devoid of Faith, Disassociate, Noothgrush. Godstomper. and a shitload of others. Hey 
it also has tracks by Judas Iscariot and Black Army Jacket! Buy this immediately!(7")-Rich 


VIA "Coolidge 50" (Coolidge. 157 Coolidge Terrace. Wyckoff. NJ 07481). The most bizarre concept 
for a compilation that | ever heard! Coolidge 50 is a collection of bands, each from separate states, 
doing their own state song. Get it? "Coolidge 507!" This must of taken forever to compile! It's mainly 
consists of Indie Rock bands like Plow United ("Hail, Pennsylvania"), Doc Hopper (‘State Of Maine 
Song") and NY's Long Distancerunner (ex-Sleepasaurus) doing "New York, Our Empire State." | 
personally like Dessau's Industrial cover of "On The Banks Of The Wabash Far Away" (Indiana). The 
bands also appear in the order that the states ratified the Constitution. This is very cool and 
educational. (CD)-Bazini 


VIA "Doghouse Fifty" (Doghouse. POB 8946. Toledo. OH 43623). Doghouse Records hit its 50th 
release, and now celebrate with a little look back. Although it's not complete with all the bands the 
label ever released, it does showcase most of the better bands and those that are still around 
Included is a nifty biography and a list of things that are out of print. Most of the songs are previously 
released, so this is only really for the people not familiar with the label. Personal favorites are Cable. 
Majority Of One. Hot Water Music, and Doghouses6s best band ever. Threadbare Enjoy!(CD)-Myk 


VIA ‘Firestarter’ (Century Media. 1453-A 14th St #324. Santa Monica. CA 90404) Another brilliant 
Black Metal compilation, with most of the artists ones that Century Media has licensed from Europe. 
Bands like Opeth, Emperor. Mayhem (from the live CD) Ulver and Katatonia make up a very strong 
15 track offering. Century Black has brought some of the best Black Metal ever to the US at affordable 
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domestic prices, and this is a chance to sample it for those not familiar Unfortunately, there are now 
sO many comps coming out. the bands are starting to overlap very badly. But each comp does usually 
have some exclusive bands. and they're great to just listen to on their own (CD)-Myk 


VIA “ID4" (Century Media. 1453-A 14th St. #324. Santa Monica, CA 90404) The fourth installment of 
the Identity series from Century Media. The Identity series Is a collection of budget priced discs with 
tracks taken from all the CM releases. Unlike the Firestarted comp, this has all the different styles of 
Century Media releases. This disc has 18 tracks, including Emperor, Tiamat, Sub Zero. Jag Panzer, 
and Arch Enemy (which features Michael, formerly of Carcass) just to name a few. Worth the couple 
bucks unless you have all the records the songs are taken from (CD)-Myk 


VIA “Solid Gold Soul 1968-73" (Time-Life Music. look for the commercial on TV 1-800-621-7026). 
Usually | never buy anything off the television unless it's something really cool, or phone sex... | once 
bought the American Roadhouse collection, which was great. But this is even better. Time-Life put 
out this six CD set of classic Soul songs, each disc is one year People who know me were surprised 
when | purchased this. | usually fall into the punk thing, but something about this was totally cool. 
Could it be Marvin Gaye. Otis Redding, the Delfonics, Sly and the Family Stone, James Brown, the 
5 Stairsteps, Issac Hayes (Shaft and Chef!), The Staple Singers, The O'Jays, and to top it all off Barry 
White! There's so many more that | missed that are all awesome. | like buying these types of 
collections than the artists full-lengths or "best ofs" because there are some songs that | like and it's 
all here for me on six discs. and they only cost like $10 each! You can't go wrong. Next time the 
commercial is on. watch it and listen and see for yourself if this is what you need (CD)Jack 


VIA “Victory Singles Vol. 2" (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago. IL 60614). Not much to say about this 
one. For all you dopes that don't own a turntable Victory has put together a collection of their 7" 
releases. containing the first Snapcase, Hi Fi and the Roadburners, Strife, the Integrity) Psywarfare 
split, the new Blood For Blood. and Damnation AD. The Strife tracks are two of the best they ever did, 
the Snapcase is a nice vision into where they came from (anybody notice the different singer?) And 


the Integrity tracks are a stretch into the experimental Blood For Blood is a glimpse of what's to come | 


on the full length and Damnation AD is just great. Good stuff for the lame-o's who didn't get the 
7"s.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Welcome to Skannecticut" (Elevator Music. POB 1502. New Haven. CT 06511). A comp of 
bands from Connecticut and two from Massachusetts. It's Ska and most tracks are pretty good. 
Nothing too exciting. but at least most of the songs are In the Ska vein and not the bullshit Ska-core 
My favorite band on this comp is Spring Heeled Jack, although my favorite song is by Johnny Too Bad 
and the Strike Outs. "Hello Baby.” ‘cause it reminds me of Judge Dredd. Other bands here are the 
Radiation Kings, JC Superska, and Ska King Crab. Pretty good, but it ain't no Hepcat.(CD)-Spag 


VIA "The Whole Magilla" (Take A Leak/Poor Excuse. 11 Beattie Ct. Huntington. NY 11743) This is 
a CD comp of American Ska. Punk. and Hardcore bands. It was put out by the boys in Santiago 301 
and Oblique. Both bands appear on this disc along with LI favorites The Disenchanted, 
Chimi-Changa, Close Call, the Insurgent, Sea Monster. Bugsy, Contra, and the Standards. Also a 
bunch of out of state bands are on this. Finally a good CD comp from LI. Thanks guys! Only $7 at 
shows and a few more by mail (CD)-Dr. Deathray 


VIA Ruhr Hunter/ Gruntsplatter Split (Glass Throat. 9 Laurel Pl, No.6. San Rafael. CA 949071). If you 
told me a year ago my old roommate was releasing Power Electronics | would have laughed at you 
But here it is! Chett has put together two brilliant pieces that are not quite a Masonna or Merzbow 
aggravation factor. but are so atmospheric that even the most avid hater of PE may reconsider. The 
abrasiveness is hidden by soothing tones and an almost atmospheric quality. You could almost put 
these in a category with Vidna Obmana, except Ruhr Hunter is a little more tonal. Gruntsplatter is one 
of the main contributors of Worm Gear zine (a fantastic zine in it's own right for anyone looking for a 
good read!) And puts forth a masterful solid sounding collection of pieces that makes for a great 
soundtrack to the dark and unknown. This is the kind of thing | would put on and listen to in the dark 
and let it ripple over my body much like some people use “relaxation” CDs. All in all, a phenomenal 
effort by both artists and a great kick off for Glass Throat Recordings (CD)-Myk 


Veda Hille "Spine" (Bottom Line. 740 Broadway 6th Fl. New York. NY 10003) Proving that 
alterna-Folk music doesn't have to come from a New York street walker, is the Vancouver-based Veda 
Hille. Even though there is a hefty Folk bent to her songs, the choice of instruments go beyond the 
simple strumming of an acoustic guitar. “Sweet” and "6 Feet of Silence," for example, are ballads that 
rely on grim piano foundations. For the most part, Hille's minimalistic songs are driven by creative 
guitar arrangements, while her distinct croon staves off comparisons to the usual strumming suspects 
Because consumers don't want to invest in something that isn't categorized, picture Ani Difranco with 
better production and a hefty lean toward classical and ethnic elements (CD)-Rowan-Morrison 


Vidna Obmana "Crossing The Trail" (Projekt, POB 166155. Chicago. IL 60616) This is music that 
would probably be found in the "Gothic" section of your CD store. However, | wonder if that's how VO 
see themselves. Their label. Projekt, puts out a lot of releases that are simply too gothic for gothic 
fans. Projekt's bands will either redefine their scene and once and for all drive a stake through the 
heart of Robert Smith. or wallow in underground obscurity. Bands like Lycia and Vidna Obmana are 
label mates but are pretty different. However, both bands conjure up the same emotions with their 
music. Both records are psychedelic and depressing... and highly recommended (CD)-Mr. Hymson 


Voice Of A Generation "Classic Stupidity" (Sidekicks. Ostra Nobelgatan 9. 703 61 Orebro. Sweden). 
Modern day Oi! music made by a bunch of guys destined to bring back the Mod scene. Well recorded 
with catchy vocals. Sort of a mix between the Business and Sex Pistols. The guitar sound is high- 
pitched and twangy. the choruses are filled with a bunch of drunkin' Oi boys singing along Just 
listening to it is a good time. The riffs are fairly simple, but the band is tight and they believe in what 
theydre doing Nice piece. (CD)-Myk 


Within Reach "Strength Through Diversity" (Sidekicks. Ostra Nobelgatan 9. 703 61 Orebro. Sweden). 
Totally stompin’ late 6 680's Hardcore for all us old fuckers. Yeah, ité s from Sweden off course. | like 
it. They know how to play Hardcore. A mix of SOIA, Supertouch, with possibly a taste of Up Front. A 
great mix that is well executed. You candét help but sing along and the thought of stage diving off your 
bed has to be there. A must own, go out and find it Brought to you by the fine people at Burning 
Heart. (CD)-Myk 
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JOOTES TRG OODONUEE 


THE LONG AWAITED NEW SNUFF_ALBUM 
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menos FAT WRECK CHORDS PO BOX 193690 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94119 


SPECIAL ISSUE - 18 SONGS 
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song sample tape of Boxer 


ALL CD’S $10.00 


VAGRANT RECORDS, 2118 WILSHIRE BLVD. #361, SANTA MONICA, CA 90403 


KIDS STILL HAVE A LOT 70 SAY 
NJ HARDCORE GIANT FROM BACK IN THE DAY 
RETURNS WITH A BRILLIANT NEW RECORD . 
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LIBERATION RECORDS PRISER IS, 
Le. VINDICTIVES tN 
a 3 ae 31 : 23 


30 SONG MEGACOMP FEATURING THE BEST SKA BANDS OF TODAY INCLUDING: 


Hepcat, Let’s Go Bowling, Dance Hall Crashers, ee A 1: | tilt 


The Pietasters, Mustard Plug, Less Than Jake, 
Mephiskapheles, MU330, 
Slapstick, AAA, Home Chicaga It’s punk rock masters cover the entire 
Grown, Millenco lin, RAMONES "Leave Home" album. cb/Cass/1P 

Choking Victim, 

Limp, The Hippos, 
Jeffries Fan Club, f 


Link 80, ; = ~ ; ; Still New: FRENZAL RHOMB, HOME GROWN, 
: — Z V/A PUNK SUCKS, DONUTS N GLORY 
° : . i Coming June 2, 1998: 
Chickenpox, . ‘ ae ec . Jon Cougar Concentration Camp 
Un aren dy : “Too Tough To Die” LP/CD 
AND MORE! 


CD/Cass/LP 


| CD ) $10 LP/Cass 7 foreign orders add 20% PO Box 17746 Anaheim, CA 92817 


ton vs fark 


www. tonystark.com 


RRO8S - TONYSTARK 
“high tech low life” cd ep 
$8 US & $11 World 
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RESURRECTION STORES AND DISTRIBUTORS CONTACT GROUND ZERO DISTRIBUTION 1-888-HEY-PUNK 


| A.D. RESURRECTION A.D. RECORDS PO BOX 763 RED BANK. NJ 07701 RADR@RESURRECTION-AD COM WWW._RESURRECTION-AD.COM 


VIDEOS FOR $10!! GODZILLA, KISS, GAMERA, 
Japanese sci-fi and television, cult, horror, sci-fi, 
cartoons and other stuff, all for $10 each. Listing 
includes Godzilla vs. Destroyer 1995, Gamera 1995, 
Gamera 1996, Mothra 1996, KISS MSG specials 
and documentaries, Stern, Beatles, Amos and Andy, 
Star Wars related, Spiderman, Fantastic Four, 
Superman Uncut, and much more, all on extra-high 
grade labeled virgin video for $10 each. Buy 5 get 
one free. Free listing, send/name address to: 
Worldwide, P.O. Box 8, Shirley, NY 11967. 


FREE PORN! No, but the D.U.I./ Chachi On Acid 
split 7" just came out! The Dead End Kids and No 
Fraud CDs are still available. The John Q. Public, 
Drunk N’' Anger, and D.U.I. CDs will be out this 
summer. Send a stamp for catalolog and stickers. 
Napalm Ape Records, c/o Kevin Allesee, P.O. 
Box 2510, Pt. Charlotte, FL 33949. 


HEMP PUNK METAL PSYCHEDELIA! TESTicle 
PRESSure zine: The Hemp Issue. 180 pgs of Music 
Sex Comix Art Politix & Anti-Corporate Indieness, 
Mike Diana comix, w/free cassette (Budda-Bang!, 
Whorgasm, Ultra Bide, Pleasure Fuckers, more). 
Free catalog: Propulsion, 176 Madison Ave., 4th FL, 
NYC10016 http://www.testicle.com. 
testicle@interport.net 


SUBS 


D.U.lis going out on tour in July and could use help 
getting shows. Our first ten days are with 
Oppressed Logic, last six with Chachi On Acid. If 
we're already playing in your area, come and see us! 
Order our split 7" for $3.50 ppd. If you wanna book 
a show, or order a 7" write to: D.U.I., c/o Kevin 
Pilesee, P.O. Box 2510, Pt. Charlotte, FL 33949. 
We play hardcore/punk. 


AUSTRALIA FOR $5! The Shock Result sampler 
-~ 16 of Australia’s best punk/alt bands (+1 from 
Taiwan) for $5 ppd. Frenzal Romb, Bodyjar, M.Y.C., 
Toe To Toe, Downtime, Ladybug, Beanflipper, and 
more. Shock Records, P.O. Box 22098, San 
Francisco, CA 94122. Email: SHOKUSA@aol.com 
Web: http://members.aol.com/ShockU SA/main.html 


Check out the Dystopia One website at 
www.DystopiaOne.com Fun, fun, fun! 


SELL US YOUR CDs! CD Warehouse in Rockville 
Centre will pay top dollar for acceptable used discs. 
We have over 10,000 used CDs priced at $5.99 to 
$8.99. Join our email information list by emailing 
CDWhseNY@aol.com. CD WAREHOUSE, 228 
Merrick Rd, Rockville Centre, NY (516) 678- 
9445. 
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CHAOTIC CRITIQUES #9. 28 page fanzine 
overflowing with reviews and interviews covering 
punk, hardcore, metal, industral, etc. Featured 
interviews include Brutal Truth, Sister Machine Gun, 
You Shriek, DHI, Soil & Eclipse, and Possession. $3 
to: Chaotic Critiques, Attn: Tate Bengston, P.O. 
Box 426, Lumby, BC Canada, VOE 2G0. 


ANDYLAND RECORDS vintage punk import 
reissues. Oi! Oi! Oi! Cockney Rejects, GBH, 
Discharge, Varukers, Chaotic Dischord, Cock 
Sparrer, Exploited, Lurkers, Conflict, Redskins, 
Adverts, plenty of new punk and ska too. Online at 
www.andyland.com or send $2.00 for latest list. 
Andyland V-List, 7349 La Palma Ave. #507, 
Buena Park, CA 90620. 


WALL MAP, FULL COLOR. 38" X 24%”. Also get 
cool mail. Send $3.00 and three 32¢ stamps. 
Mountain-V Press, P.O. Box 8266, Ann Arbor, Ml 
48107-8266. 


CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED FOR A BOOK for a 
book consisting entirely of writings from punks (and 
the like) from around the world. All proceeds go to 
charity, so please write for more information: 
Walklor, P.O. Box 533, Huntington Station, NY 
11746. 
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SIX BI-MONTHLY ISSUES 


USA 1ST CLASS $15/ AIRMAIL TO EUROPE OR UK $30/ OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL $36 


SEND (US FUNDS) MONEY ORDER OR CHECK MADE OUT TO VITAL MUSIC MAIL ORDER 


(NOT UNDER THE VOLCANO! 


THIS APPLIES TO SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY!) TO: 


VITAL MUSIC MAIL ORDER, 
P.O. BOX 210, NEW YORK, NY 10276. 


NEW VITAL MUSIC MAIL ORDER CATALOG $1 (APPLICABLE TOWARD FIRST PURCHASE) 


Featuring The Infamous Chart-Topping: 


“Steve Buscemi’ 
IG fun-dustrial tracks from New Yawk. 


~ Only $9.95, buy it, Steve likes it! 


[A None of the Above PO Box 654 Farmingville, NY 11738 


Music www.noneoftheabove.com 


